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Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibiothek: Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
verzeichnet diese publikation in der Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische

Daten sind im internet iiber http://dnb.d-de abrufbar.

Alle in diesem Buch genannten Marken und Produktnamen unterliegen warenzeichen-¢
Marken—oder patentrechtlichem Schutz bzw. Sind Warnzeichen oder eingetragene Warenzeichen
der jeweiligen Inhaber.Die Wiedergabe von Marken¢ produktnamen¢< Gebrauchsnamens
Handelsnamen¢« Warenbezeichnungen U.S.W. in diesem Werk berechtigt auch ohne besondere
Kennzeichnung nicht zu der Annahme« dass Solche Namen im Sinne der Warenzeichen — und
Markenschutzgesetzgebung als frei zu betrachten Waren und daher von jedermann benutzt
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Near Eastern Studies Department
Jones Hall

Princeton< Now Jerscy 08544
Telephone: 609: 452- 4280

June 2¢< 1988

Mr. M. S. Mutabagani

P. O. Box: 279

Madina

Saudi Arabia

Dera Mr. Mutabagani:

Thank you For Your two Ietters of May 23rd« Which have just reached me.
I am of coirse greatiy flattered by your desire to my duty however to point out
to you that this topic is unlikely methodology in studying and writing Islamic
history is much the this or with other subjects. There are many countries
perhaps¢ alas¢< a majority of the states that make up the present day world in
which histouians must vonduct their researches and publish their gindings in
accordance with the dictates of political or religious authority. It is my good
fortune never to have been to my Personal and professional conscience. In
this I working and publishing in the free Would. Historians May differ few
exceptions they share a common commitment to fairness¢ accuracy and truth.
Their Pur pose is neither to convert nor subvertc but to inderstand and to

inform.



If I might make a suggestion- You might extend your study to include
a number of scholars¢ in different countuies¢ working on Islamic history:«
and the differing responses and reactions to their work in the Muslim world.
The latter in particular is an interesting and important subject¢ so tar hardly
examined« and well-deserving of critical analysis. Why« for example« is the
same book by the same author welcomed in one place or at one time as a
major scholarly contribution¢ and devounced in another place or at another
time as hostile propaganda? It would be easy to name many examples of this¢
which cannot be explained in tems either of changing fachions or conflicting

political alignments.

As with any scholar« my methodology and approach« such as they are« eare
contained in my published writinga¢ and it is on these thet the study of my
work as an history Remembered¢ Recovered« Invented« originally pubolished
by the Princeton University Press in 1975¢ and reprinted in paperback by
Simon and Schuster Iast year. This contains come reflections on the nature of
history and historical writing¢ and on the work of historians. I also enclose
herewith a brief statement which I prepared for a research insiute with which

[ am connected in this country.

In Principle I see no difficulty in arranging a meeting while you are in this
country. I suggest however that you send me a draft of at least part of what
you have written on this topic. This would enable me to decide whether¢ in

my view¢ a meetint and conversation would serve any useful purpose.

I thank you again for your interest« and wish you all success in your

studies.
Yours sincerely

Bernard Lewis
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Near Eastern Stidies Department
Jones Hall

Princeton< Now Jerscy 08544
Telephone: 609: 452- 4280
August 8¢ 1988

Mr. M. S. Mutabagani

P. O. Box: 279

Madina

Saudi Arabia

Dera Mr. Mutabagani:

Thank you for your letter of July 12th and enclosure¢ which I foend very
interesting. I also learned something about my own work« since several of
the items listied in your bibliography were reprinted or translated without my
authorization or even my knowledge. By the way« the noroal bibliographical
practice is to list items in theur original publication¢ not in reprinted versions¢

unless of course the latter contain additional matter.

I must confess thet I remain dubious about the possibility of writing a
whole dootoral thesis on so limited a subject. I myself would have difficulty
in writing more more than a very faw pages on my methodology in dealing
with intillictual aspects of my work¢ for another« my methodology does not
diffier from those which have feen in common use among historians in the
free history is precisely the same as for the study of Christian or of the bigots
and ganatics who believe that they are the exclusive possissors of God’d truth«

and that any beliefs other our society« as in every other¢ though fortunately
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not in positions of authority. Such attiudes have no place in the world of
scholarship« since they admit no possibility. Of dialogue« and very little even

of communication.

Regarding your request for a meeting¢ there are still some questions Which
need to be answered before I can decide what to do. My time is in every cense
limited¢ and I must husband it carefully. To Put it bluntly« my basic question
is whether your approach to this is ceholarly or polemical. If is scholarly
that is to say« if you will approach and examine the evidence with an open
mind¢ follow it wherever it lead.« and present your conclusions without fear
or prejudice¢ then I would be delightid to hold such a meeting¢ which I am
sure would be baluable and instructive for both of us. If on the other hand
your purpose is polemical that is to say« to select and use evidence in order
to support conclusions detrmined in advance by ideological or institutional
authority¢ then there is really nothing to talk about< and a meeting would be
a waste of time for both of us. I therefore repeat my previous suggestion that
when you hava written a significant Portion Portion of your dissertation¢ you
send it to me to read. We shall then both have a mush better idea of where we

stand.
With all good wishes for success in yorr quest for the truth.
Yours sincerely:

Bernard Lewis

P. S. Have you seen the very interesting articles on the critics of orientalism¢
Published by sadiq al-Azm in Dirasat Arabiyya and by Fuad Zakaria in
Fikr?
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