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Treed Odd Vocabulary

This book is the first in the series: «Studies in Arabic Sciences.
The title «Treed Odd Vocabulary» may be the best translation of the
Arabic name of this book «al-Mushajjar Min Gharib al-Lughah»we

found.

The name al-Mushajjar” is an idiomatic expression used by
Imam al-Suyutl (passed away in 1505 AD) in his presentation for
this linguistic art shown in his book «al-Muzhir fi Ulumil Lughati
wa Anwa’iha»®, Chapter 31 which reads «Knowing al-Mushajjar»
and it seems that the derivation is created by al-Suyttthimself, and
if we go over the books that talk about this art, i.e., al-Mudakhel
«Interfered», Shajarud-Dur «Pearl Trees», and al-Musalsal «Serialy,
we will neither find this derivation nor is it mentioned in the texts of
those books except for the naming of Abit-Tayyibal-Lughawi in his

book on al-Mushajjar «Shajarud-Dury.

The word «al-Mushajjar» has been selected and picked up

to be the title of the book for certain reasons, one for its strong

(1) Al-Mushajjar is a figure of speech derived from trees shape.

(2) In English is «the Blooming in Language Sciences and Genres».
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indication of the meaning, and for the harmony and musical rhymes
of the wording, that we cannot find in words like «Mudakhel» and

«Musalsal».

Nevertheless, al-Mushajjar is a linguistic art which is found in the
fourth century of Hijra, and it is built on linking the words to show
the semantic interaction of their meanings by going over the words
governed by selection of meanings, for example: when we interpret
the word «Ein» literary it means «Eye» in English which indicates
in Arabic, beside the original meaning, figuratively the chief of the
tribe or the master, injured in his head by a stick or something else,

and the head: the chief of the clan or leader or boss.

An analogous example of al-Mushajjar comes in the Holy Quran
in al-Noor Surah, which recites: «Allah is the light of heaven and
earth. His light is like the niche, that has a lamp, the lamp is in the
glass, the glass is like a pearl planet kindled by a blessing olive tree,
neither eastern nor western, where its oil is kindled even not touched
by a fire, light over light, where Allah leads to His light. Allah gives

examples for people, Allah knows everything»".

(1) See: al-Noor Surah¢ Verse No. (35).
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The best example of al-Mushajjar comes in «Nahj-ul Balaghah»®
of Imam Al1 ibn Ab1 Talib. He mentioned series of definitions where
he says: «I shall relate Islam in a way that has never been described
before me.. Islam is acceptance, acceptance is conviction, conviction
is belief, belief is affirmation, affirmation is performance, and
performance is work»@, and this is a precious and unique description
ever stated in the history of'this art. It could be the sparkle that ignited
the creativity of the art inventor and hence he weaved his knowledge

and imagination through what has been stated above regarding this.

A similar interpretation can be said for Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant
(passed away in 1449 AD) in his book «Nuzhat al-Nadhar» where
he elaborates: «the ways mean the series of tellers, and the series of
tellers is the version of the way leads to the text, and the text is the

means where ascription ends...»®, so compare and contemplate!

Now, may be the subject that I have been working on in al-
Mushajjar for some scholars could be considered obsolete and does

not convey the spirit of modern times and it could also be out of the

(1) In English is «Road to Eloquence».
(2) Imam Al1, «Nahj-ul Balaghah», Qisar al-Hikam, «Hikma» No. 125.

(3) These definitions are belonging to Prophet Mohammed's sayings which are
well-known as «Hadith Nabawi Sharif).
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literary and linguistic trends as al-Mushajjar is a piece of history,
or it could be a lecture submitted to candidates at the university,
and maybe a candidate or two would handle this subject in their
thesis, then their work would reach the shelves of the library and

stay there.

Some of al-Mushajjar genres are close to literary arts that aim at
entertainment and creativity, let alone the educational function of
this art, yet researching in al-Mushajjar involves serious linguistic
dimensions that are closely related to the contemporary literary life,

and the renewable linguistic needs.

Firstly, the great benefit of al-Mushajjar in contemporary times
lies in its richness of vocabularies that are well-documented (on
the way of documenting the sayings of Prophet Mohammed), and
secondly, its richness with poetic verses (mostly from old citation
eras). These characteristics made them a priority among the top
references in the hoped Arab Dictionary and it is high time that we
overcame and got rid of the shortages of Arab dictionaries in order
to distinguish the strong correct patterns of language by assembling
the correct linguistic sayings, deduction and conclusion of meaning
by citation, tracking the semantic evolution and investigation of

linguistic comparisons.
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Then, the need to al-Mushajjar seems to be like the need for
educational poetry which is considered a refuge for some traditional
linguists in the education operation of all kinds in facilitating citation,

memorizing and recalling the scientific content.

Regarding the skeleton of the book, it has a preface andfive

chapters, as follows:

= Chapter One: handles preliminary issues that the Author
has chosen to get into the main subjects of the study, such as: the
definition of al-Mushajjar, whether it is a science or an art, and the

literature review.

= Chapter Two: defines al-Mushajjarat? and introduces a
biography for their authors. The chapter also introduces a sample of
each Mushajjar for the sake of performing some statistical studies in
Chapter Four.

= Chapter Three: studies the skeletons of al-Mushajjarat and the
methodology of their authors. Knowing the methodology is essential
to facilitate those literary works to the readers.

= Chapter Four: handles the relation between al-Mushajjar and

the sciences of Arabic language and its arts, since acknowledging the

(1) It is the Arabic plural form of the word al-Mushajjar.
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features of any science and its connection with other related sciences
would evaluate the position of that particular science among other

sciences.

= Finally, Chapter Five: gives practical applications on al-
Mushajjar from other than its references. The Chapter ends by a
practical application on al-Mushajjar by the Author which comes
similar to trend of Abit-Tayyibal-Lughawi, as he is the best among
his counterparts regarding al-Mushajjar, and the Author intended to

be concise so that the application would serve its objectives.

Two indexes are attached to the book, the first is a detailed table

of contents and the second is a list of references.

Finally, the Author hopes to receive comments and remarks from
the readers, if they find his book interesting and feasible. Comments

and remarks can be send to:
e-mail addresses: assoodani@yahoo.com — assoodani@gmail.com
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/firas.assoodani

The Author
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