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Abstract

This study aims to discover the local residents attitudes towards social and economic
impacts of tourism festivals on the areas that are held by, and to what extent these
trends are influenced by demographic factors of the residents. To achieve the
objectives of the study, the researcher used the scale that was developed by Gursoy et
al, (2004), which consists of seventeen items. The data was collected through a
structured questionnaire. 197 usable questionnaires were analyzed using the Statistical
Mean score, Cronbach’s Alpha, factor analysis, Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).
One-way ANOVA, and T- test were used. The results of this study concluded that
there is a high degree of impression among respondents about the social and
economic impacts of tourism festivals, and this means that residents often have
positive attitudes and perceptions toward tourism festivals. Moreover, the factor
analysis reduced the input data (17 items) to four factors (economic benefits, cultural
and recreational benefits, social benefits social cons). The results of ANOVA analysis
test and the results of the T, test, did not show any relationship between (the residents
recognize the social and economic impacts of tourism festivals) and their
demographic variables. The study concluded with a number of recommendations for
each of the organizers of the festivals tourism, and local authorities.

Keywords: tourism festivals, social impacts, economic impacts, Saudi Arabia.
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