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«a3" Catholic  Encyclopedia -S4 58SH o jlaall 5,500 "

O‘J‘ S
- " Marcionites "

" Heretical sect founded in A. D. 144 at Rome by
Marcion and continuing in the West for 300 years, but
in the East some centuries longer, especially outside the
Byzantine Empire. They rejected the writings of the Old
Testament and taught that Christ was not the Son of the
God of the Jews, but the Son of the good God, who was
different from the God of the Ancient Covenant. They
anticipated the more consistent dualism of Manichaeism
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and were finally absorbed by it. As they arose in the
very infancy of Christianity and adopted from the
beginning a strong ecclesiastical organization, parallel
to that of the Catholic Church, they were perhaps the
most dangerous foe Christianity has ever known ".

" o«

Bl axadl e " Marcionisme " 83k (A oani La 4udi s
sda J 48 3 " www.cef.fr/catho " &2 s u=la)l (Glossaire)
RN

"Mouvement hérétique fondé par Marcion, philosophe
gnostique. Le Marcionisme oppose le Dieu de Justice de
I’Ancien Testament au Dieu d’Amour du Nouveau
Testament Il nie la réalité de I’Incarnation du Christ

prétendant qu’il est homme en apparence ".
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"Nestorius (c. 386 - c. 451) was Patriarch of
Constantinople from 10 April 428 to 22 June 431. He
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received his clerical training as a pupil of Theodore of
Mopsuestia in Antioch and gained a reputation for his
sermons that led to his enthronement by Theodosius Il
as Patriarch following the death of Sisinius I in 428 A.
D. Nestorius is considered to be the originator of the
Christological heresy known as Nestorianism, which
emerged when he began preaching against the new title
Theotokos or Mother of God, beginning to be used of
the Virgin Mary. His immediate antagonist was Cyril,
bishop of Alexandria. Although Nestorius did deny
theVirgin birth of Jesus, he did not in fact maintain the
heresy which bears his name ".

"Nestorianism is basically the doctrine that
Jesusexisted as two persons, the man Jesus and the
divine Son of God, rather than as a unified person. This
doctrine is identified with Nestorius (c. 386-451),
Patriarch of Constantinople, although he himself denied
holding this belief. This view of Christ was condemned
at the Council of Ephesusin 431, and the conflict over
this view led to the Nestorian schism, separating the
Assyrian Church of the East from the Byzantine
Church. The motivation for this view was an aversion to
the idea that "God" suffered and died on the cross, be it
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the divinity itself, the Trinity, or one of the persons of
the Trinity. Thus, they would say, Jesus the perfect man
suffered and died, not the divine second person of the
Trinity, for such is an impossible thought -- hence the
inference that two " persons " essentially inhabited the
one body of Jesus. Nestorius himself argued against
calling Mary the " Mother of God " (Theotokos) as the
church was beginning to do. He held that Mary was the
mother of Christ only in respect to His humanity. The
council at Ephesus (431) accused Nestorius of the
heresy of teaching " two persons " in Christ and insisted
that Theotokos was an appropriate title for Mary. The
problem with Nestorianism is that it threatens the
atonement. If Jesus is two persons, then which one died
on the cross? If it was the " human person " then the
atonement is not of divine quality and thereby
insufficient to cleanse us of our sins ".
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