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Agricultural crops in the Jordan Valley in the Ayyubid and
Mamluk periods
(569-923 AH / 1173-1517 AD)
Dr. Taha Hassan Agab Alzair
Ministry of Education - Jordan
Assistant Researcher in Ajloun Society for Research and Studies

tahazareer@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The Jordan Valley was of great economic importance in the Ayyubid and
Mamluk periods, due to the diversity of the agricultural crops it produced,
which reached more than thirty kinds of fruit trees, vegetables, fruits and
medicinal plants, which contributed effectively to improving the nutritional,
health and financial levels.

The objective of this study is to identify the types of agricultural crops and
the size of their production and the places of cultivation in the Jordan Valley.
To achieve this objective, the researcher followed the historical method based
on the inventory of agricultural species in the Jordan Valley, as mentioned in
the sources and references, and its impact on the general economy of the
Ayyubid and Mamluk periods.

The study found that the Jordan Valley was one of the areas that provided the
population with various crops. The study concluded that many of these crops
no longer exist today, namely: sugar, cotton and linen. Therefore, the
researcher recommends to localization these crops again to the area..
Keywords: Jordan Valley, agricultural crops, fruit trees, citrus, medicinal
plants.
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Conclusion:

The location of the Jordan Valley is important, it is an integral part of the
Levant and its importance is that it is a link between Egypt and the Levant
and the East, and it was a raw material for many industries based on plant
production in all its forms, the climate of the Jordan Valley and the fertility
of its lands made it a good land producing the most important crops Which
can not be dispensed with in the state, so it has received the attention of the
sultans in the times: Ayyubid and Mamluk.

The study showed that the farmers in the Jordan Valley were highly skilled
in their cultivation, and were able to harness these products in fine industries

such as the presence of many sugar cane presses in the gor, and characterized
by high quality, which reached fame around the world.
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