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King AbdulAziz's Relationship with External Powers 1317-
1343 H/ 1900- 1925 AD

MA. Hibah Mohammed Alsubaie

King Faisal University — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Since the inception of King Abdulaziz he has been keen
to establish relations with the surrounding powers, especially
Britain, which has great powers the real authority in the Gulf
region and the southern coast of the Arabian Peninsula. King
Abdul Aziz has chosen to focus on communication and
building good relations with Britain, especially as he aims to
establish his state, which means inevitably clash with the
Ottoman Empire, which has sovereignty over the region,
whether directly or indirectly. Therefore, King Abdulaziz's
goal to establish an independent state pushed him into
needing a great power such as Britain to stand with him and
provide him with protection at first. And indeed, King Abdul
Aziz gradually managed to expand his areas of influence to
the eastern coast where the British interests lie, which
prompted Britain to accept an agreement with him to protect
their interests in the region. This was accompanied by the loss
of the Ottomans in World War 1, which benefited the King
where he was able to extend his influence even more to Hijaz
and became a force that is recognized by the world.

Key Word: King Abdul Aziz, great powers,
Britain, Ottoman Empire.
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