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Ecology and Societies: Towards Anthropology of the Environment
Dr. Benmammar Abdallah

University of Tlemcen- Algeria
Email : amrou20@yahoo.fr

Abstract; From ancient times people have been aware of the

relationship between the nature of people, their physical and moral
characteristics, and the natural environment in which they live. Thus
Herodotus declares that Egypt is the gift of the Nile, and therefore he
attributed to the Egyptians their differences in their customs and traditions
to the climate and the unique characteristics of the Nile. The Greeks
attributed their difference or rather their elevation to their natural
environment. Ibn Khaldun was not ignorant of that relationship. It
distinguished between warm and cold areas on the one hand and temperate
regions on the other, and attributed to each region physical, psychological,
moral and even religious characteristics. As the crystallization of
anthropology raised the problem of the environment, culture and societies, it
became one of the important topics that prompted many anthropologists to
present theories about them. Three theories can be distinguished generally:
first, the theory of inevitability, the second is the probability theory, and the
third is the theory of compromise or environmentalism. This allows us to
talk about the anthropology of the environment. Who are their poles? What
are their concepts?
Keywords: Ecology - Societies - Cultures -  Anthropology
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Conclusion: Talk about the relations between human societies and the
natural community between civilization and nature is the subject of the
anthropology of the environment and in this giving or re-giving of biology a
biological dimension and the result of an ecological perspective. There fore
the emergence of the currents and the development of the relationship with
the environment from the first of its first concerns. Particularly in the
cultural ecology and sociobiology and Cultural material and French cultural
technology. All these trends have highlighted the environmental factor in
shaping cultures and communities in varying degrees. In general, the central
position that reconciles the theory of determinism with the theory of
probability is the accepted position, so that the framework of addressing the
problem of the environment and culture is eliminated.
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