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Holidays and Celebrations in Algerian Society
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Researcher of Dialogue of Religions and Civilizations in the
Mediterranean Basin, University of Tlemcen (Algeria) -
amormetaref@yahoo.fr
Dr. Ben Maammar Boukahdra
Researcher of Dialogue of Religions and Civilizations in the
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Abstract :

Feasts and celebrations are of great interest as a subject of scientific

research and field studies of many disciplines’ approaches such as sociology,
history, psychology, folk literature, popular culture studies, folklore, arts,
theater and others. This interest gained momentum because of the complexity,
comprehensiveness and intersection of these disciplines. However,
researchers found more fruitful findings with the anthropological approach
because ofitsadequate methodology tools and its theoretical trends.These
analytical methods enables us study this phenomenon and analyze the
dismantling forms, images, symbols and rituals, which appear in many
practices such asthe physical expressions, the symbolic forms, the religious
rituals and the ceremonial rituals in which religious, secular, physical and
spiritual interrelations intersect with realism, in which, society preserves its
popular heritage and its cultural and civilizational heritage, with its symbolic
connotation, its social functions and its manifestations of joy.
This aims at easing tension, grief, and it strengthen the meanings of family
communication and social solidarity which results in increasing the cohesion
of society and strengthening its structure as well as empowering social
relations between its members

Keywords: Holidays, Festivities, Seasons, Customs, Performance.
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Conclusion:

Since ancient times, ceremonies and annual occasions are considered as
phenomena that are found where human beings do exist. Celebrations,
whether joyful or sorrowful, are connected to human in such a way that is
not separated from religion, history, and the social spiritual context in general.
Even more, the meeting of all the aforementioned elements chronicles the
celebrating act ,its developments, interactions, manifestations, and practices.
Nevertheless, its' manners and manifestations differ from a society and a
culture to another.

Celebrating, as a phenomenon, is an umbrella item for all cultures,
civilizations, and human societies regardless of its' different facets,names,
and rites. It emerges from the culture and the heritage of a certain society
taking in consideration that each society has its own traditions and customs
that represent its history and cultural-social constitution. The latter, forms the
extract of its experiences in relation to life circumstances and make it different
from other societies, publics, and cultures in which the sacred and the
legendary are interrelated, and the cultural heritage and religion dimension
are mixed.

All in all, this short study ascertains the different meanings of celebration
and ceremony, and the relationship between them. Furthermore, it checks the
different celebrations and ceremonies in the Algerian society , the happy and
the sad ones, to reveal all those celebratory practices and social customs.
Similarly, it sheds light on its' symbolic significance and apparent
manifeststions that are related to the cultural system on which the society is
based. It results from society vision about customs and traditions and
celebratory practices that have been established in peoples' imagination at the
local level. Additionally,it shows its' religious and social functions that aims
at : sustaining family and country belonging, srengthening social solidarity,
building individual's personality, and putting the society all together.
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