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Abstract:

Al Madina Al Munawara has a great cultural legacy
especially the city of Al Madina Al Munawara, which has a
global importance for the historical, heritage and touristic sites it
encompasses, most notably the Holy Masjid of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). This place witnesses an active religious
traffic as a short-term model of touristic activities where
Muslims can practice religious rituals within a short period
ranging from one to three days. This research aims at shedding
light on religious tourism at Al Madina Al Munawara including
its social and economic future guided by GIS technology by
application of Spatial Analysis of religious tourism map at such
an outstanding place.

This study applied regional historical, analytic and objective
approach to process digital data as well as graphical and
cartographical representation with a view showing spatial
characteristics of the historical and archeological touristic sites
of the city of Al Madina Al Munawara. The study came to the
fact that distribution of sites has strong bonds and ties with the
geographical sites of the Prophet’s Masjid where actual Nearest
Neighbor Analysis was 0.50. This means that sites are closer in
their nature to the model of the community around the Holy
Prophet’s Masjid. More than 50% of sites fall within a distance
ranging from 1-200m far from highways. The study recommends
that accurate statistics should be made available as to the
touristic hosting sites such as hotels and furnished residential
apartments in order to get acquainted with future needs of
tourism including the training of national manpower in this
domain.

Keywords: Religious Tourism, Al Madina Al Munawara, GIS
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Abstract:

The research aims to highlight the role of natural and non-
natural constituents in the development of tourism in Zafar
Governorate by reviewing the growing role of tourism during the
recent years and its importance for achieving the economic five-
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year plans and the objectives, which are set to achieve the
development. Due to the great role of tourism in increasing
returns at both the public and private level, it is important to
study this topic by tackling the developmental importance of
tourism, and its constituents including natural, historical, media,
cultural heritage and service constituents, and then show the role
of tourism in economic planning and comprehensive and
sustainable development. To achieve the above objective of
research, several methods are used including the analytical
method of the tourist reality and its constituents and
characteristics, and the deductive method to reach the desired
findings to achieve the development of tourism during the years
to come. The research found that tourism has great importance in
Zafar governorate due to its great effect on the economic, social
and environmental aspects of the governorate. In addition, it
found that the governorate has the required natural and non-
natural constituents to achieve the sustainable development of
tourism. Drawing on these findings, the research recommends
that it is important to focus efforts on making the best use of the
natural and non-natural constituents of tourism, which are
available in the governorate, to achieve the sustainable
development of tourism in the governorate of Zafar.
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Abstract:
This study dealt with the discussion and study of the
elements of tourism development in Shahat region, where the
tourism industry is one of the main sources in the economic
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development of many countries in the world, while we note that
study area is still suffering from neglect and weakness and the
deterioration of services in many tourist facilities it lacks the
exploitation of its tourism potential in the best way, which led to
weak economic returns . The study focused on the most important
tourist attractions in the region, The study concentrated on
historical and descriptive approach to describing the history of
the region, several results after study say that the most important
of which are the existence of many natural and human elements
which are considered positive elements for the planning and
development of tourism, Political instability in the region have
weakened tourist activity, The study recommended the
development of a comprehensive strategic plan for sustainable
development with a focus on the development of tourism
services and promotion of their level of tourism, within the
framework of the local cultural foundations in terms of
preservation of archaeological sites and promotion of handicrafts

and handicrafts.
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