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Academic Freedom and its Relationship to Research Productivity

for Faculty Members - A field study at Umm Al- Qura University
OMEAR SAFAR O. ALGHAMDI, Ph.D.*

Abstract

Purpose: Decreased research productivity of university faculty
indicates a need for multiple studies to detect the factors that have caused
this lack of productivity. This study adds to this literature by questioning
the perceptions of faculty members about the degree of their academic
freedom. Also, the author examines the relationship between academic
freedom and research productivity using data from the Umm Al-Qura
University. Methodology and procedures: The study used a descriptive
method which expresses the phenomenon quantitatively and qualitatively.
The study population consisted of 1091 male faculty members who work
in all Colleges of the university which are located at Makkah city. The
sample selected stratified randomly and its size was 290. To collect data,
the study tool (survey) was distributed to the faculty members in
accordance to the required number. Results: The findings indicate that the
perceptions of faculty members to the degree of their academic freedom
was average (M=3.35, SD=0.83). Also, the research productivity of faculty
members was average (M=5.97). The results revealed a correlation
between the perceptions of faculty members and their research
productivity (r=0.507). In addition, the findings indicate a positive overall
relationship among all the variables. We need a more detailed analysis to
reveal how the the effects of difference some variables such as nationality,
type of college and academic rank on academic freedom. However, the
results haven’t reached significant differences in the responses of the study
population members that can be attributable to all previous variables.
Conclusion: This study recommends to set clear rules that contribute to
protecting the academic freedom of faculty members and supports
creativity and prevent the stop of cognitive growth. In addition, providing
an opportunity for faculty members to participate in university decisions-
making , and the election of academic leaders.

Keywords: Academic freedom; Research productivity; Faculty
members; UQU
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