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Science Teachers Attitudes in Saudi Arabia Towards the Use of
Authentic Assessment

Dr. Ferial Mahmoud Mohammed Al-haj Mahmoud

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to investigate the attitudes of science
teachers in Saudi Arabia towards the use of authentic assessment, and the
effect of the variables: gender, school type, experience, and educational
stage on these attitudes. The sample consisted of (221) teachers of science,
who answered a questionnaire consisting of (27) items, that measured the
teachers attitudes towards the use of authentic assessment. The results
revealed that the most used authentic assessment methods were:
observation, portfolio, and oral discourses. Teachers attitudes towards the
use of authentic assessment were moderate. Gender, and educational stage
variables had no effect on teachers attitudes, while school type and
experience presented significant effects. The results revealed the most
important difficulties that teachers faced when implementing authentic
assessment. Finally, the study recommended more training on authentic
assessment strategies, and the implementation of experience exchange
programs with teachers who effectively use authentic assessment.

Key Words: Authentic Assessment, Authentic Assessment Strategies,
Observation, Portfolio, Oral Discourses.
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