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Abstract

Some contemporary researchers describe the Arabic syntax
as a “sentence syntax”. They claim that there are deficiencies in
the methodology and items of the traditional Arabic syntax.
Recently, new methodologies and items appeared m the modem
linguistic studies; these are called the “textual syntax”™.

The methodologies of these new linguistic studies were
established by many modem western researchers, and were
applauded by many modern Arabic researchers. These
researchers believe that the new methodologies are more
accurate and systematic in order to apply them for linguistic
analysis since they offer important methods of exploring text
items and its cohesion, whether these items are linguistic-
textual, or non linguistic- external.

This research paper aims at proving that these
methodologies and items, which were established mn the textual
syntax, were not ignored by Arabic scholars while they were
busy laying the foundations of Arabic language and analyzing its
phenomena. On the contrary, these methodologies were firmly
established and used whenever they were needed to explore
meanings and semantic 1ssues.

The researcher chooses “Sharh Kafteyat Ibn Al-Hajeb™ by
Al-Radi Al-Astrabathi to improve that the Arabic syntax scholars
did not ignore the methodologies of the textual syntax. Moreover
they were original, not marginal, in their thought. What applies
to this book is true for any Arabic syntax book from Sibawaih to
Al-Seyuti. Choosing one book is just to focus on one work
instead of rambling among many books which are spread over
about ten centuries of Arabic syntax.

Keywords: textual syntax, cohesion, context, Al-Radi Al-
Astrabathi
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