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The problem of follower word (Allafth Altabee) in the linguistic
follower’s phenomenon between the existence and the

absence

Abstract

This paper investigates the source of the phenomenon of
follower words in Arabic language, whether they are original or
derived from other words to support the meanings. Within this
framework, a set of follower words have been investigated in the
Arabic dictionaries and linguistic literature in order to clarify the
independence or dependency of followers on the followed words.
The focus has been given to the follower words since they were
challenging subject in the literature. This is in contrast to the followed
words which do not lead to misunderstanding when they used on
their own. The follower words that have been studied in this paper
are: Adeed, Basan, Dhab, Ayman, lagib, laib, litan, maqgr, nabeeth,
nefreet, nafeh, and nae’e. The paper has showed that: It is likely to
derive the follower words from the original word by changing single
letter; while the linguists classify standalone meaningless words as
follower words, some linguists have considered some meaningful

words that match followed words as followers
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