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Ibn Duraid's Al — Ishtiqaq:
A Pragmatic Study

Abstract

Pragmatics studies intent and rhetorical purposes of speech in
various contextual situations. In this pragmatic study, the Arabian
environment, its system of beliefs and values, its plants and animals, and
its geographical map as well as other environmental aspects represent our
contextual situation.

Pragmatics, not causality, governs the relation that binds names and
the named entities on the basis of adequacy, convenience, and harmony-
a perspective that namers instinctively adopt as bestowed by Allah.
Naming as a process of selection varies as namers with different
mentalities and environments vary.

This study relies on Ibn Duraids' book Al-Ishtiqaq (Etymology) to
investigate the process of naming and all factors and relations involved.
In his book, Ibn Duraid tried to establish a correlation between the names
of Arabian tribes, their leaders (Shiekhs), poets, and knights with
meaning for each — a pioneer’s attempt where pragmatics has been
employed to study proper names. There was a need to understand the
bizarre rationale of naming practiced by the Arabs during Al — Jahiliya
(Pre — Islamic period) when people used to name their children with ugly
and unpleasant names while the fine and pleasant ones were left for
clients (Al — Mawali) and servantsimaids. Therefore, Ibn Duraid found it
necessary to explain the process of naming among Arabs through
explaining the etymological and derivational aspects of names.

This research concludes that non- linguistic factors- pragmatics:
(history, religion, customs, beliefs, social wvalues, cultural values,
traditions, and environment) play a key part in naming and understanding
names. Related factors include time, place, and cultural communication.
The same pattern can be found when psychological factors are in effect
(hopes, wishes and desires, time of birth). Furthermore, linguistic factors
such as morphology and phonetics also have their own bearing on
naming or choosing a proper name.
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