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Abstract

A Semantic and phonological analysis of the diminutive
"tasghir" form 1n Arabic 1s addressed 1n this paper. Evidence
from the Holly Quran, Arabic prose and poetry 1s adduced to
supply the context and meaning of the "diminutive ". The
disparaging, pejorative meaning of the diminutive 1s found not
to be as common as linguists originally purported; its meaning

1s contextually determined.

The morphological structure of the diminutive 1s
influenced by the phonological factors of the language, for
instance: the sequence of two long vowels 1s not permissible in

the diminutive.
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Words production in modern Arabic

according to the derivative "'fa‘lanah"

This article 1s intended to examine the derivative form
"fa ‘lanah", after which many words in modern Arabic,
especially in the eastern part of the Arab World, are generated.
These words are systematically derived from concrete proper
nouns, like "tays" (taysanah) and "walad" (waldanah), or
abstract proper nouns, like "riaft' (rawhanah) and " ‘agl"
(‘aglanah). They also may be derived from gerunds, like
"shahamah" (shahmanah) and "haram" (harmanah), or from
adjectives, like "az ‘ar" (za ‘ranah). However, this "fa ‘lanah"
form 1s not to be found in classical Arabic either in prose or in
poetry. Nevertheless, Arab liguists speak of a very close
derivative form— fa ‘lan— one which they detected in some
particular words, like "khalban" (fool) and "dayfan"
(hospitable).

The form under discussion has unintentionally been
producing words needed to express semantic transformation
from a non-constant into a constant quality in a person or a
thing. It can also be noted that these words come in all
possible forms made available by Arabic standard derivative

system.
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Abstract,

This study examines a controversial idea from two
different perspective, where one view considers the short
vowel, with which the simple past ends, as a subjective suftix,
on the basis of the form, position and semantic of the short and
long vowel ling. The other view considers this short vowel as a

purely structural mark.

The study also investigates the change of the position of
some linguistics suffixes with the short and long vowels. The
researchers has defatted the opinion supports the subjective
suffix. The short vowel which marks the simple past, even 1f 1t
1s similar to the long one in terms of the type, it is not a short
form of it. The long subjective suffix has been lengthened by
lengthened it, and not by lengthened the short one, based on
some linguistic and logical clues, in addition to what might
affect the subjective suffix in terms of questions, conducted in

the research.
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