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far as to throw into doubt her historical
existence, but the traditions about her life and
teachmgs include a very large proportion of
legend which today can hardly be distinguished

In mind, one may nevertheless be from
a portralt of the saint as it permitted to present
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was conceived by her coreligionists over the
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"Her pioneering of love-mlysticism in Islam
produced a rich legacy. The poetry and
philosophy of Farid ad-Din Attar, among that
of others, stands on her shoulders. It is
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rimarily from his work that what little
Eiograp ical information we have has survived.
However, lack of details of her life is
compensated by the abundance of stories of her
piety and total trust in God to provide for her
ev meal. Her love of God and her
confidence in God's mercy was absolute; since
God provided for "those who insult Him" He
would surely "Eﬁovide for those who love Him"
as well. The high praise that Rabia attracts
from Muslim men as well as from Muslim
women testifies to the value of her legacy as a
guide for others to realize the same intimacy
with God that she enjoyed. The fact is that

details of her life have not survived while her
re;l)lllltation for piety has means that her
achievements do not overshadow her devotion
to God. Not only did she not teach at a
prestigious institution or establish one but
exactly where she did teach remains obscure.
Nonetheless her legacy impacted significantly
on religious life and thought".
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'the outer and inner meanings are so interwoven
that they may be read cither as love poems or

‘as mystical hymns
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d'Ibn al-Fari dans le developpement du
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poems contain passages of striking beauty and
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According to al-Sha'rani, his ancestor five
generations back was Musa Abu 'Imran, son of
. "the sultan of Tlemcen in North Africa
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