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Production and Consumption of Fishes in :slamic Countries
and Fishery Foreign Trade

Dr. A.F. El-Karachily Dr. N.E. Hassan Dr. Z.M. Abd El-Khalek
National Institute of Oceanography & Fisheries {NIOF), Alex., Egypt

Abstract

Fishery economy in Islamic countries is characterized by substantial natural,

human and capital resources, which might be of great value in raising per-capita
income and food security. Particularly 36 out of 58 Islamic countries are ranked as low
Income and food deficit (LIFD.S) countries.

The main objectives of the study are:

- To investigate fish production capacity of Islamic countries from capture
Fisheries (Inland and marine waters) and from aquacuiture and means for
development.

- Import and export of Fishery trade in Islamic countries in quantity, value and
relative importance.

- Percapita Fish consumption in Islamic countries with respect to world levels.

- Direction of fishery foreign trade in Istamic countries and means of economic
integration among their economies.

Descriptive economic analysis has been used to achieve study objectives.
Istamic countries have been geographically and politically categorized into six leveis:
ten African Arabian countries, 12 Asian Arabian countries, 17 African non-Arab
countries, 16 Asian non-Arab countries, one European country and two South
American countries.

Main results of the study are:

- Total fish catch of Islamic countries in the year 2000 from capture Fisheries was
about 12.6 million tons, which is about 13.3% of world catch. Twelve countries
out of 58 Islamic countries were listed as principal world countries in fish
production. Indonesia, Malaysia and Morocco are among these countries.

)

Islamic countries as one group is found to be net exporter in value of balance of
payment which has been raised from about 2.9 billion U.S.$ in 1997 to 3.2 billion
U.S.$ in 2000. In country fevel 30 out of 58 islamic countries are found to be net
importer,

- Indonesia, Morocco and Bangladesh are ranked in world level among maor fish
exporting countries. Malaysia, Niger, Egypt and Saudi Arabia are on the other
hand major Fish importing countries.

- Per-capita apparent fish consumption average in 1997-99 in Islamic countries
has been ranged from low level of about 0 1 kg annually in each of Tajikistan
and Afghanistan to high level of about 48 kg annually in Gabon (with the
exception of Maldives 203 kg annually).

- A group of recommendations has been reached in the study.
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