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Economic Analysis on the Current Situation of Fish Wealth
In Arab Republic of Egypt

Summary

Fish wealth sector is considered one of the umportant economic
sectors 1n the national economy as it contributes about 7.38% to the total
value mn the agricultural production, 23.8% to the total value in the anunal
production, with net income about 9.39% of the agricultural income and
52.6% to net animal income m the period average (1999 -- 2001).
addition to is great contribution to providing job opportunities in
production, marketing and processing. Although Egypt has long coasts
estimated about 13.2 million feddans, beside wide lakes, River Niles and
branches and rice fields which reach more than t.5 million feddans, the
self sufficiency ratio about 79% in the period average (1999 — 2001} and
that require spot light on the current situation of the fish wealth m Egypt
and this is the aim of the research.

The research dealt with the data on local production evolution from
fish and the available fish food gap for the period (1987 - 2001) and it is
clear that in spite of large production increase, the consumption rate per
capita is less than the international rates.

Quantity and value of fish exports and imports have been reviewed
during the same period (1987 — 2001) and it is clear that the species of
high prices are exported and low prices species are tmported to face
conswmption increase.

The rescarch reviewed fish production evolution fromn different
resources in the same period (1987 - 2001) and it 1s clear that aquaculture
1s one of the most unportant resources and next, Red and Mediterranean
seas, northemn lakes, River Nile and branches. inner lakes like Lake
Nasser where as petiod average (1999 - 2001) has been considered.

The research also dealt with the factors affect on fish consumption
it Egypt, such as fish prices. individual imcome, besides the prices of the
alternatives {from red meats and poultry :

Finally, the research dealt with the most of the problems and

constrains which impede development of fish wealth and the means of
developmg this significant and vital sector.
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