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PROFITABILITY OF FEEDING MONO-SEX NILE TILAPIA FRY
ON FLOATING AGAINST SINKING DIETS UNDER TWO
STOCKING DENSITIES IN EARTHEN PONDS.

Abdelhamid, A.M. and Ibrahim, S.M.M.

Department of Animal Production, Faculty of Agriculture,
Al-Mansourah University, Al-Mansourah, Egypt.

SUMMARY

This experiment was conducted in earthen ponds. Since a floating diet
was evaluated against a sinking one (both of 25% crude protein) using two
stocking rates (20 and 25 thousands/pond) of mono-sex Nile tilapia fry. The
fish were fed daily at a rate of 5% for 105 days and each pond was aerated

via an electric fioating paddlewheel.

The following results were obtained:
1- There were no significant effects of diet type or fish stocking density on

ponds’ water criteria.

2- The floating diet with the low stocking density (pond No. 1) led to the
lowest feed consumption, total feed costs, feed costs required to produce
one kilogram fish growth, the best feed efficiency and conversion, protein
efficiency ratio and protein productive value, the highest specific growth

rate, and hence the highest economic efficiency.

The tested diets did not affect fish composition, but the low stocking

density elevated the ash percentage in the fish.

[t could be concluded that the best productivity and economic efficiency
of fish culture could be obtained by using a floating diet containing 25% crude
protein for mono-sex Nile tilapia fry. One entire season (7 months) can
produce more than 7 tons of fish and introduce a net income of more than
12.000 LE/feddan.

Key words: Nile tilapia — Mono sex — Floating diet.
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