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Summary

In the last decade, the world has beer witnessing a number of political and
econgmic changes led to increased competition in realm of international
trade. International trade is considered to be the locomotive of economic
development for any country due to its multiple repercussions on national
economy.

The study aims at shedding light on Egyptian trade balance sheet, with an
emphasis on its deficit that reached about LE39.589 millions as an average
during the period of 1997-1999 and the agricultural sector contribution and
role to tip the balance back in favor of the Egyptian economy.

The study reviewed the Egyptian trade balance sheet in terms of both
exports and imports and they development during the period of 1985-1999,
and relative importance of agricultural exports and imports to the national
exports and importance in general.

The study revealed that the most important agricultural exports are raw
cotton, rice, potato, orange, medicinal and arematic plants, vegetables, and
fruits. While the most important agricultural imports are wheat, wheat
flour, corn, frozen beef, dairy products, distilled sugar, live animals. The
study also reviewed the development of both exports and imports of
agricultaral commodities during the same period.

The study also reviewed the trade exchange between Egypt and the world
during the period of 1985-1999, relative importance of each country. It has
been illustrated that most trade exchange was with Western European
countries, Asia, North America, Eastern Europe, and Arab countries, and
the trade balance sheet with each country. The siudy unveiled the trade
balance sheet with Western Europe, Africa, East Europe, Asia, and Qceanuns
was negative for all the above mentiened years, For North America, it was
negative for the years 1995, 1997, and 1998 and positive in 1996, For Arab
countries, it was positive in 1995 and 1996, and negative in 1997 and 1998,

Finally, the study tackled the possibilities of remedial actions for the trade
halance sheet and the role of the agriculture sector in that endeavor. One of
the possibilities is to Jook at the potential to achieve self-snfficiency for the
main food commodities, and possibilities to increase agricultural exports,
especially with the initiation of the two huge projects, the Peace Irrigation
Canal in Sinai, and Toshki Project in Upper Egypt. The role of these two
projects in improving national agricultural production is enormous and in
turn would have a remedial effect that wounld be reflected on the trade
balance sheet.





