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ISLAMIC WORLD, TWENTIETH CENTURY

Communication patterns in the Islamic world have
undergone considerable change since the advent of
twentieth-century life-styles and the introduction of
niew technologies. However, the mainstream concept
of reaching out with the Word of Allah and keeping
the Islamic Umma (Muslims of the entire world) well
informed through all available channels has never
changed. New trends and models emerged from in-
creased contact with other culrures and their com-
munication systems and from the far-reaching
economic and social developments of the latter part
of the twentieth century. World trends have included
an increasing flow of information, new international
communicarion systems, a focus on DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNICATION, a growing role of RELIGION in the
mass media, and-—within Islam—an emphasis on
communication from an Islamic outlook.

Modern Islam

Geographically and demographically, the core of the
lslamic world extends along a broad band through
the continents of Africa and Asia, but Islamic com-
munities exist throughout the world, Muslims num-
ber roughly one billion worldwide. MARSHALL
MCLUHAN's idea of a “global village” also applies to
the Islamic world, where new communication tech-
nologies have created what may be called a “global
mosque.” Far from being isolated cultural pockets in
alien environments, remote Islamic communities em-
ploy both traditional and modern channels of com-
munication to maintain an active relationship with
one another and with their cultural roots.
Conceptually the Islamic faith transcends narional
bouadaries and ethnic differences as well as LAN-
GUAGE barriers. It has a built-in function of both
vertical and horizontal communication, for which
twentieth-century communication technologies have
offered channels with unlimited capacity. Traditional
_channels have sometimes had to be phased out or
modified to cope with new needs and priorities, but
in many cases they have been amply supported by

‘the new technologies.
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Along with breakthroughs in technologies, the im-
pact of two world wars, countless regional and do-
mestic conflicts, and new sources of marerial wealth
in o few Islamic countries have affected the life and
thought of the Islamic world. Some [slamic countries
were more directly involved than others in regional
conflicts, bur such conflicts had far-reaching com-
munication implications with respect to the use and
abuse of communication capabilities, particularly in
RADIO broadcasts and psychological warfare.

It is often argued that contact with the West
throughour the twentieth century has only superfi-
cially westernized che lives of Muslims without reach-
ing into their inner souls. Especially significant in
this context is the spectrum of value systems applied
in CeNsorsHIP of film and other media in Islamic
countries, The countries may be politically, socially,
or cconomically worlds apart, but they share an
Islamic background thar dictates ideological and moral
criteria for film censorship and che admissibility of
certain topics or ATTITUDES for treatinent by the print
or elecrronic media. Acheism, ‘paganism, adultery,
usury, gambling, and drinking, for example, cannot
be tolerated in domestic or imported productions.
Faith in God, honesty, justice, equality, charity, the
family, and the work ethic are, on the other hand,
Islamic ideals thar have to be upheld within a frame-
work of AGENDA-SETTING that varies according to
the degree of twentieth-century secularization per-
mitted by the religjous authority in a given srate. All
this is pact of the deep-rooted.Islamic identity chat
the modern media have challenged but have also, in
many ways, reinforced,

Although the media are not directly run by reli-
gious institutions (except broadcasts and publica-
tions devoted entirely to religion or located in countries
controlled by a religious hierarchy), complete secu-
larization of the media has never been an objective
of communication policy, Religious content may vary
in volume and intensity but has always been a con-
spicuous element even in broadcasts beamed to the
Islamic world from non-Islamic countries (e.g., BBC
broadcasts). A measure of state control, however, is
almost universal in Islamic countries as a safeguard.

Modern Islamic Media

The Pan-Islamic movement of the turn of the century
and the Pan-Arab movement of the 1250s were sup-
ported by a powerful press, but the innovative revival
of Pan-Islamism in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s used
more diversified media. Communication technology
enabled two daily newspapers in the Islamic world
to publish simultaneous editions at differenc loca~
tions. Offser PRINTING processes became highly de-
veloped Millions of copies of the Qur’an, the Islamic
SCRIPTURE, were turned out by ultramodern printing.

tYt
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Figure 1. {Islamic World, Tiwentieth Century) Muslims being called to prayer. Mopti, Mali, 1967. United Nations

photo 106,724.

equipment in several Islamic countries. Film produc-
tion in the Islamic world, particularly in Egypt and
elsewhere in North Africa, also made remarkable
progress. Films that dealt with Islamic topics and
Islamic history became very popular, and some won
regional and international awards.

However, the electronic media can be singled out
for achieving the most conspicuous progress. In the
Arab countries of West Asia and North Africa, where
Arabic, the sacred language of Islam, is the common

tYo

language of the region, radio lent its overwhelming
power to governments as well as to operators of
pirate or dissident broadcasts {see RADIO, INTERNA-
TIONAL). The religious, content of most scheduled
and unscheduled radig, transmissions became more
intensive when nationalistic or Pan-Arab grievances
were more or less identical with Islamic issues.
Other languages spoken in the Islamic world in-
clude Persian, Pashto, Turkish, Urdu, Malay, Indo-
nesian, Swahili, and several additional Turkic and



African languages, besides English, French, and Rus-
sian. Some languages use Arabic characters (e.g.,
Persian and Urdu), and others use Latin or other
characters, New word-processing and photocompos-
ing techniques have solved many of the problems
related to this mosaic of symbols, but the basic
communication problem is offset by the unifying
factor of the Islamic faith and the Quran.

The Qur'an has always been the core of Islamic
communication in countless formats. The first tech-
nological innovation after printing was the amplifi-
cation of the human voice in Qur'an recitals by
microphones and loudspeakers. Then came radio,
which opened worldwide vistas for Qur'anic recitals.
A significant development was the early 1960s
launching in Egypt of a radio network completely
dedicated to the Qur’an. This was followed by an-
other originating from Saudi Arabia. An unfailing
by-product was the introduction of complete sets of
Qur'anic recitals on cassettes, which are often used
in combination with printed editions of the Islamic
scripure.

Television brought to the Islamic world a new
dimension of communication plus zll the problems
associated with television in developing countries (see
TELEVISION HISTORY). Among these was the pre-
carious balance between domestic and imported
productions. Some Islamig countrics resented the im-
age-assisted “‘cultural invasion' that introduced alien
or un-lslamic concepts and values (see NEW INTER-
NATIONAL INFORMATION ORDER). However, tele-
vision survived the unrest in those countries by
maintaining a tradition of religious censorship and
religious content,

There were also rechnical problems. When tele-
vision appeared in the Islamic world during the late
1950s and early 1960s, each individual country had
its own plans irrespective of future regional and
international development. ™" ese differences were
further accentuated wher: the ..me came for choosing
PAL or SECAM as a system for color television,
Divergent choices made it very difficult and’expensive
to exchange programs, even between neighboring
countries, or to form a Pan-Islamic or Pan-Arab
network. The problem was eventually solved by tech-
nological advances and multisystem equipment.

SATELLITE capabilities also caught up with the
emerging necds of the global mosque. One striking
example is the annual radio and television coverage
of hajj, the once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to Mecca,
Around three million Muslims from all over the
world gather in Mecca for the most spectacular of
all Islamic RITUAL events and the annual ‘“‘conven-
tion” of the Islamic faith. Until the late 19405 any
intrusion of the major media into events of the hajj
was tahoo, but one by one radio broadcasters, still
photographers, and then motion picture and viDEo

£Ys
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photographers were permitted to cover the pilgrim-
age. By the 1980s the hajj had become, via satellite,
an event shared by all Islamic countries simulta-
neously.

Another area of Islamic ritual enhanced by com-
munication technology is the call to prayer. Aside
from public-address systems that have functionally
replaced the traditional minaret towering high above
the structure of the mosque, the call to prayer is
carried by radio and relevision five times a day in
many lslamic countries.

One serious consequence of television has been its
cffect on the lives of working people in rural areas.
The traditional working day used to start at dawn
and conclude with the cvening prayers about two
hours after sunser. Usually people would retire at
that time and get up early in the morning. With the
attraction of prime-time television ENTERTAINMENT
and home video, many people stay up late and con-
sequently ger up late. Apart from considerations re-
lated to program content, this situation has significantly
changed social and work patterns and has interfered
with agricultural productivity.

Economic developments during the 1960s and 1970s
encouraged waves of temporary MIGRATION. Mi-
grant workers flocked to oil-rich countries, where
relatively lucrative job opportunities were abundant.
It was observed that shortwave radio-cassette re-
corders and later videocassette recorders were among
the migrants’ first acquisitions. Radio-cassette re-
corders kept them abredst of news at home and
provided other information and entertainment. The
demand for such recorders created a sizable market
in affluent Islamic countries, and the migrant workers
remained devotees of this combined medium even
after they returned to their old homes. The avail-
ability of the medium then created a demand for
prerecorded cassettes. Some were domestically pro-
duced, but others could readily be transported—
perhaps smuggled—across national borders, with far-
reaching social and political implications. The role
of cassetres in the REVOLUTION organized from exile
by the Ayatollah Ruholla Khomeini, which in 1979
overthrew Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi and took
control of Iran, is a telling example. Cassettes re-
corded in Paris were smuggled into Iran and dupli-
cated for distribution to revolutionary units for
indoctrination and coordination of action.

The satellite is a medium of somewhat similar
implications. The geographic locarion of many coun-
tries in the Islamic world made them prime targets
for satellite communication. Through a network of
ground stations, INTELSAT is accessible almost
everywhere in the lslamic world via Atantic and
Indian Ocean satellites. To setve the specific purposes
of certain areas of the Islamic world, two major
satellite systems were developed: PALAPA for the



indonesian archipelago in Southeast Asia and AR-
ABSAT for the Arab countries of West Asia and
North Africa,

Education and research in the specialized field of
Islamic communication as distinct from communica-
tion in general have been carried out by Al-Azhar
University in Egypt, Omdurman Islamic University
in Sudan, and Imam Muhamed Ibn Abdel Wahhab
University in Saudi Arabia. There are also training
facilities in Mecca, Medina, Islamabad, and Kuala
Lumpur and courses offered by several other insti-
tutes in the Islamic world. Scholars in Egypt and
Saudi Arabia have theorized about the relationship
of traditional Islamic models to modern MoDELS OF
COMMUNICATION. :

The need to coordinate within the framework of
a worldwide Islamic commugity was behind che cre-
ation of the Organization of Broadcasting Services
in Islamic Countries, with headquarters in Jedda,
Saudi Arabia. Membership in the organization did
not exclude membership in various preexisting or- .
ganizations, such as regional organizations. The most
active among these is Gulfvision, which serves Arab
countries of the Persian Gulf area.

In spite of all the conflicts and contradictions that
have beset the Islamic world during the twentieth
century, the development of communication has been
guided not only by national priorities but also by
Islamic motives. Constructive plans developed by
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS have had Islamic
support. Most Islamic countries participate in the
International Program for the Development of Com-
munication (IPDC), which started in 1982,

The twentieth-century upheavals in communica-
tions technology have had dual meanings for the
Islamic world. Often posing threats to Islamic values
and unity, they have at the same time provided means
to deflect the threats and strengthen the uniry. All
new media have been enlisted in the service of the
global mosque.
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ISLAM AND THE WEST

The bishop and the imam ask,
Do we really have to fight?

Now that pluralism has beaten communism, they say, the next great battle
is between Islam and Christendom: or rather between the two chunks of
the world that have grown out of those two different ideas of God and man.

We therefore organised a debate between an open-minded Christian cleric
and an o?en-mﬁded Muslim one, Call them Francis and Mahmond. The

reasonable Muslim begins
Mzhmoud: Tt disiresses me that so many
people seem o think the next period of his-
tory will be a fight berween your part of the
world and mine. It is true that we live elbow
to clbow with each other, all the way from
the Caspian Sea to the western end of the
Mediterranean. It 1s also true that our ¢l-
bows have banged painfully together many
times in the past. But slinost 2,000 years al’—
ver the birth of your Jesus, and more than
1,400 years aker the bich of our
Muhammed, lex me starr by asking whecher
it really has to happen ali over again.

We are both, after all, “people of the
Book”, We both believe, along with the
Jews, in the idea of 3 single God, We also
ghare the idea of individual cesponsibility
before God: in the words of my Koran,
“Each sou! draws the reward of its acts on
nane but feself.”

These things may sound meaningless to
the many pc:g = who these doys do nor be-
lieve In any Qod =t aoll. Bue It i x,
these primal idess that shaps
whole eulrures, meaning the way
we live, There Is o great znr be-
tween the way both youand [ live,
differsnt chough we are, and the | .
tangled Ufe of the muld-god
Hindu culture, or the mono-
chroine life of the almost godless
‘Confuclan culture. Let me remind
}'ou that when Muhammed weant

-om Mecea on his visit to heaven
i what you call AD621, he paused
iy Jerusalem to kneel In prayer
a'ongside Abraham, Moses—and
Jesus, That moves me.

Francis: It moves me too. But we
have to face the facts of history.
The facts are that we cousins of
the Book have guarrelled fre-
quently, and frighcfully, There are
no tows like family rows. Let me
temind you, in turn, of the time
whan the sweaty young squires of
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rancis and Mahmoud. The

a newly confident western Europe, those
yuppies of the eleventh century, clumped
their way to Jerusalem to start the sequence
of slanghter and deception we call the Cru-
sades; and of chat later time In the nine-
teenth and rwentieth centuries when & then
all-powerful Europe swallowed up almost
the entire Mustim world into #s various
empires.

Mahmoud: And let me recali for you, since
each of us is rzmembering the times when
his own side went too far, the Arab army
thar swept through North Africe into Spain
and France, hot with a new religion, in your
eighth century (and our fiesn), until Chatles
Mourtel siopped it o¢ Poitiers; the Golden
Horde, which eccupied most of what you
now cali European Russta until a Grand
Duke of Mcscow rumned it afound 610 years
ago; end the Turkish thtust into eastern Eue
rope that wne roversed at the gates of Vi
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enna, thanks to a King of Poland, only 307

years ago. )

Francis: Yes, we both have our memories.
Europe and Islam have not had a quict rime
togctmr. Their fights with each other are
one of history's most familige stories. ls
thee any reason to think the story is over!

Mahmoud: Well, there Is one important
difference berween then and now,

In most of those earlier clashes, the side
that went on to the offensive was full of selfe
confidence, for whar we would now call
both 1deological and technological reasons
and the defending side was divided an
weak. The splendidly efficient Arab aomy
that carried the new-born Crescent as far as
Poltiers was attacking a Europe still in its
Dark Ages. The Crusaders whose heavy cav-
alry took the Cross batk to Jerusalem 350
years later marched with a Pope's blessing
sgainst a temporarily disorganised Muslim
world. The Turks who then pushed the
counter-attack as far a1 Vienna had the best-
organised empire of {ts time, and like your
emplre-builders of the 1500s combined relt
gious zeal with pracrical eficiency; and they
both faced & fragmented opposition.

It does not look like that now. | agree

. that at the moment my lslam has more relis

gious enthuslesm than your Christendom,
or ex-Chrirtendomr most of us are arill be-
Hevers, most of g:u ars not sure whethes you
believe or not. But the rext of the cgultlon
does noe nlpplv. You ase stlll the side with
the technologieal and economle superiority,
from whose table we snatch tha
erumbs of modern life, Your Eue
rope s pulling Itself cogethey Inco
a new unley; the Muslims, and es-
rccialy the Arabs, are sdlll hope.
casly divided,

Franeln 1 accept that difference,
but { am less than wholly coms
forted by i, for two reasons. Ong*
is that rhe Arab world has in thiy’
cemsury chown signs, for the firge
tir¢ in ages, of serlously aying to
unite deself; and if Iraq's My
Saddarm Hussein wins the presene
confrontation in the Gulf he may
indeed unite a large part of it in.
der his lesdership. '

Mahmonds Which I pem;nﬂuv
think would be & disaster, Saddapy
would unite &t under the wiong
kind of polistral systeis an up.
godly dictaconsnip, snd for the
wT3Ing PUEass, Ehe Propagation
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“eulture”, 1o use that cJumsy word.

I am going 1o press you hard. “Love thy
neighbour as thysel™, said the founder of
Christianiry, adding that next to loving God
this was the most important rule of all. ] can-
not fnd any equivalent in lslam's basic
book. The Koran says much about the love
of Gad; that is excellent, but not sufficient.
The New Testament is full of exhora-
tions—the Sermon on the Mount is one cx-
ample—to look at our fellow-men with re-
spect, and wirthbut self-assertion. The index
of my copy of the Koran has nothing under
*“‘compassion” or “mercy”, and oaly one en-
try under "'peace” cxcept as a word you say
when you meet somebody. There are some
fine verses abour patience in Sura 16, and
abour modesty in Sura 31, but that is not
quite the same ching.

Without plunging into theology, I will
briefly say whar [ think lies at the root of
this. To somebody who lives in the Chris-
tian world, even if he is not himself a

N : . \-—-_?-__—.__
believer, it seems clear chat the Chriss &&=
tian view of how one man should —
think of another man is linked tothe ==

—

Christian idea of a threefold God, fa-
ther, son and holy ghost. If you have
been told that God detached the son-
part of himself, as it were, 10 becomza
human being, and get crucified, you
are liable ro start feeling rather more
respectful towards 21l human beings.
Islam, denying the Trinity, denies it
self that opportuniry.

Mahmoud: If I do not rake you up

on the Trinity, you will understand it

is solely in the interest of peace and

out of compassion for our readers. That is
not entirely a joke.

Lopk, let me repeat: you musc give us
tine. The New Testament has its strong
poings, including what it says about loving
your neighbour; so does the Koran, espe-
cially on the wonder of God. But 600 years
apo, when Christianity was roughly as old as
Islam is now, the politics of Christendom
was no more admirable than you say the
politics of Isam is now. In your year of grace
1390, Christinn Europe was authoritarian,
brutal, had 2 Pope and an Anti-Pope, and
was wondering whether to have an Elev-
enth—or was it a Thirteenth!—Crusade.
Europe's great change for the better was stiil
around the corner,

« You brought up economiss earlier in
the debare, to score a point against me, Let
me deploy économies now, That great Euro-
pean change for the better, including the
growth of democracy, came about partly be-
cause Europe grew cicher. The spread of
wealth, and leisure, and thoughtfulness,
helped to libecate the forces of the spirit that
brought about the Renaissance and the Ref-
ormation, which in turn led 1o the coming
v of democracy. Those forces of the spirit were

20 there, waiting; economic growth was no
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more than one key, among others, unlock-
ing the door for them; buc it played 1ts pare. |
am confident that, if the Azab world can get
its cconomics straight, a similar door can be
unlocked for us. And, if it is, our democracy
may have one or two special advantapes, -

Francis: If you are righi, we can breathe
again: what might otherwise have been the
chief danger to the peace of the rwenty-first
century will have eased. And [ accept your
point about the importance of economics.
Indeed, 1 gratefully acknowledge thar the
flowering of Europe in the Renaissance and
the Reformation was much helped, eco-
nomically and otherwise, by what Europe
imported from the Arabs 600 years and
more apo. We re-learnt from you the natural
sciences and the other things you had learnt
from classical Greece, but we had forgotten
during the Dark Ages. That was partly why
Europe woke up again. Thank you.
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But what did you mean when you said
that your version of democracy, if it comes,
will be in some ways better than ours!

Mahmoud: You have set out what you
think are the advantages of your religion as a
foundation for demccracy, 1 will now set out
two advantages I think min= has.

One is that we Muslims are better on
the race question: which will matter a ot in
the coming century. The Koran is clear
about it. Inthe beginning, it says, “mankind
was but one nation”; and then "O man-
kizg! We... made you into nations and
tribes, thar y2 may know each other but not
despise each other.” And by and large, if
yau look around the world, we have carried
the principle into practice fzirly well.

Francis: You had in East Africa, not all that
long ago, a slave rrade as abominable as ours
in West Alfrica.

Mahmeoud: True: we both have to admit
our failures. But on the whole the record of
Islam in this matrer is not bad, Muslims do
not seem to have the race-consciousness
that has marked so much of the history of
Churistianity since the Roman empire went
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Christian. One of Muhammed's last instruc-
tions to the Arabs was not to treat non-Ar-
abs as inferior. This will be relevante, | think,
in the coming century.

The other advantage may be harder for
people in the modern West to understand,
but is cven more important in the long run. !
think Islam can point to the danger that lies
inside the riumph of the West, the weak-
ness in its strengeh.

As you said, the birth of democracy and
capitalism was made possible by removing
one part of life from che realm of the abso-
lute. In the operations of pluralism there is
no permanent right and wrong, no unmis
takable good and bad. Each man's judgment
counts as much as the next man's. When a
majority decides something should be done,
it is done; if it changes its mind, iv is undone.
Whether a field is occupied by sheep or a
computer factory depends on the intricate
working out of millions of individual prefer-
ences beeween roast lamb and print-
cuts. It is an admirably efficient sys-
tem, and 1989 and 1990 suggest it is
what the whole world wants; bur it is
not perfect. ,

The decisions of the majority
sometimes produce results that many
people see as not just cemporarily in-
convenicnt, but wrong, These may be
put right later, if the majority
changes; bur there is no guarantee
that they will be. Also, in any system
based on the working our of individ.
122] choices, some individuals will fin-
ish up at the bottom of the pile, per-
haps permanently. The system has no
monitor, as it were, nobody watching
it from outside. The more universal the sys-
tem becomes, the more | worry abourt this
lack of any guiding set of rules. If capitalist
democsacy is the worldwide system of the fu-
ture, many people will begin to feel that they
live inside a smeothly humming but, when
you look ar it, amoral machine.

Islam, which insists that daily life is part
ol a wider whole—that there arc always ob-
jective truths to be honoured—is a re-
minder of these imperfections. 1 do not
know cxactly how the imperfections will be

ut right; bur then neither did anybody
Enow 600 years ago, back in AD1390, exactly
how the Renaissance and the Reformation
would come to the fescue. Ni¥am [ asking
you to become Muslims. 1 merely sugpest
that you address yourselves, in your own
way, 15 the unfinished business of pluralism,

Francis: As a Christian | agree with you, of
course; slthough many people in the west
ern wrrld will think we are talking nonsense
just becwuse ir is Christmas. How marvellous
if Lslar, which helped to prod Christendom
awake at the end of the Middle Ages, thould
afier oF help the modern West in the shap-
ing of the next few centuries.
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of his own crude ideas about Arab power in
the modern world. But I have to tell you—
ind warn you—that many of my fellow-
Auslims admite him very much. .

Srancis: {Quite, And thac leads to my sec-
ond reason for not being reassured by your
historical comparison: you have left out
probably the most imporcant thing of all.

Most of those earlier waves of expan-
sion by Islam into Europe, and vice versa,
were ar least partly caused by economics.
The Arabs who burst out of the Arabian
desert in the century after Muhammed'’s
death were moved by religious enthusiasm,
bur they were also moved by the fact that
there were nor enough oases in the desert to
keep them alive. The Golden Horde and the
Turks migrared out of central Asia for
similar reasons. Much of the man-
power of the Crusades consisted of
the new European landed class's
younger sons; as the rural economy of
medieval Europe settled down into its
new post-Dark-Ages order, these
young people had nothing much to
do, and winted excitement. The
nineteenth century's empire-builders
were a bit like that too.

What worries mie now is thar the
Muslim world to the south and east of
Europe has too many young men and
not enough to feed them on, or keep
them busy with. Only four of the 19
sountries with predominantly Mus
im populativns becween Moracco
ind lran—Morocco itself, Tunisia,
Yeren and Turkey—have economies
growing faster than the number of
mouths they have to feed. In the
ather 15, people are getting steadily
poorer. In four of those 15, more
than half the population is under the
age of 25, in nine more than §0%.

This is already producing a flood
of economic refugees and, if eco-
nomic tmisery leads to more political repres-
sion, will produce a flood of political refu-
gees too, including a lot of angry
sevolutionaries. That will cause arguments
between Europe, which will say it cannot
take so many refugees, and the governments
that want to get rid of them. These argu-
ments could get mixed up with other things:
freedom of movement berween our two
pares of the world, Europe’s access to Arab
ail, the ambitions of the next generation of
Saddam Husseins. The wrong sort of new
Arab leadership will create the wrong sort of
aew Arab selfconfidence. And all thisina
world of chemical weapons and nuclear mis-
iles. I cannot claim to foresee the outcome,
out there are the makings of trouble here.

Mahmoud: There are indeed. Let us both
iay, even if we differ over the details, that we
we worried about how Islam and Europe
will get through the next 50 years without a
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clash. Whar can men of good heart on both
sides do to limit the danger!

Francis: [ think chat depends on whether
we can agree abour the basic nature of the
world we shall be inhabiting in the tweney-
first century. If we can, we should then be
able to ask ourselves how our rwo different
traditions, the Christian one and the Mus-
lim one, can cope with that sort of world.
The past two years, 1989 and 1990, have
brought a great clearing of minds about the
way man organises his day-to-day life here
on earth. After the rout of communism, it is
really no longer possible to believe that poli-
tics and economics can be left under the
control of a handful of people wha chaim to
“know" how to run these things. We have

FF

returned to individual responsibility, to the
belief that each man carries the burden of
his own life: an idea which, as you say, Mus-
lims and Christians share, It seems clear 1o
me that in future everybody in the world will
want democracy for the palitical side of life,
and the free choice of the marketplace as the
basis of economic life.

Mahmoud: My picture of democracy may
be a litcle different from yours, as { shall ex-
plain in a moment. But in general 1 agree.
Indced, if | may be tactless, | will puint out
that my Islam has been much better about
communism over the past 70 years than
your Christianity has, Most communist gov-
ernments came to power in the Christian
pare of the world. None ever did in the Mus-
lim part, unless imposed from outside. Some
foolish Christians ased to say that commu-
nism was “just another Christian heresy”.
Every Muslim saw it for what it was, an cne-
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my to boch of us. Let that pass, however. We
agree that, in future, people everywhere will
wish to have 2 much bigger say in how their
earthly lives are organised.

Francis: Then ler us go on from there. |
claim that the ideas Christianity introduced
into my part of the world are a better basis
for the pursuit of democracy than the ideas
produced by Iglam. It is from Chrisvianity,
for instance, that we have learnt the essen-
tial idea of separation of church and state.
This is essencial because, in marters that
have to do with God, the absolute reigns;
things are right or wrong, and ro voting will
make them otherwise. Bur in running our
dayto-day life on earth, if we want to do it
the democratic way, we must accept that the
other man's opinion is-as good as our
own. This is the realm of relativity, of
honest doubr. The two realms are
separate. Christians have been rold
30 from the start. "Render therefore
ungo Caesar the things which are
Caesar's, and unto God the things,
that are God’s."” The Koran—forgive
me—has nothing like that to say to
"Muslims. On the contrary, you are
told that any such separation is sin-
fully wrong.

Mahmoud: it took Christians a very
long time to put that principle prop-
erly into practice. Your Holy Roman
Emperors and your Popes of the Mid-
dle Ages reached many convenient
political arrangetnents with each
other. In general, apart from an ad-
mirable early experiment by the
Swiss, it took you 1,600 or 1,700
years—longer than lslam has yet been
in existence—before you even started
' ta develop the democracy for which
you say the separation of church and
state is a necessary condition.
) You must give us time wo. In
fact, though we have no grear phrase to
point to like your quotation from Jesus in
the Matthew gospel, most Muslim countries
already practise a rough-and-ready separa-
tion between the business of God and the
business of the state. We are termibly slow to
do it in a democratic way; but so were you.

Francis: Yec it goes much deeper than the
God-state separation. The practice of de-
mocracy requires a special attitude towards
other people. It is necessary to accept, nor
just in che intellece bug in the heart, that
that other being out there is as important as
you are. He may not be as good-looking, or
as clever, or as well-read in Aristotle or
Adara Smith, bur he is as imporrant. This is
not something men feel naturally. It cannot
be taught in sociology lessons in school. The
only way of learning it, gradually, is out of
the climare of ideas in which we grow up, the
body of thought that shapes our lives: our



