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One parameter would be agent. The human

translator was until recently the only agent, and one



capable of extremely skilful work, such as the
translation of poetry. The key advantage of humans is
their enormous range and flexibility in making the

decisions translation demands.

(llyas,
1994: 47)
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Machine-translation research has taught us that,
apart from standardized transfer operations in the
routine translation of strictly formatted texts,
translation problems cannot be solved by
conventional algorithms in any encompassing way.
Translation problems typically call for cognitive
insights, heuristic procedures, and multiple stages,
that do not operate by predetermined standards and
algorithms.

(Wilss,
1994: 41)

: Rey Jso5,Sall oda et
. computer technology borrows its procedures
from neurophysiology, trying to copy the functions of

the brain; while being far from achieving this objective,
it has achieved slow and partial successes.

(Rey, 1995:
115)
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The very act of putting this conceptual network
into a computer takes the machine a long way toward
"understanding"” natural language. For example, to
figure out that "Please arrange for a meeting with
John at 11 o'clock” means the same thing as "Make
an appointment with John at 11," the computer
simply has to parse the two sentences and show that
they both map to the same logical structures in
MindNet. "It's not perfect grokking,” Jensen
concedes. "But it's a darn good first step."



MindNet® also promises to be a powerful tool
for machine translation, Jensen says. The idea is to
have MindNet create separate conceptual webs for
English and another language, Spanish, for example,
and then align the webs so that the English logical
forms match their Spanish equivalents. MindNet then
annotates these matched logical forms with data from
the English-Spanish translation memory, so that
translation can proceed smoothly in either direction.

(Jensen, 2001)
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The language of crafts is grossly inadequate for
two reasons: the scarcity of suitable words and the
abundance of synonyms . . . In the language of crafts,
a hammer pincers, an auger, a shovel, etc. have
almost as many names as there are crafts.

(Diderot, 1969)
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Many factors probably contribute: the lack of
standardization across different Arab countries or even
inside one country; the translator's inattention or
unfamiliarity with a technical field; or even the mistaken
idea that 'stylistic variation' should be achieved through
'the use of different terms for the same referent' by means
of 'purposeful verbal avoidance' (De Ward & Nida, 1986).

(Saraireh, 1994: 80)
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Discourse analysis is, nevertheless, the compulsory
starting-point for every analysis of lexical units from an
empirical point of view, which is in fact that of the
linguist. The terminologist must adopt a different point of
view and presuppose that the constitution of
terminological structures does not only depend on
morphosyntacitc rules but also, and primarily on
operational schemes, documented , preserved, and
transmitted by symbolic systems, including natural
languages. These schemes may be theoretical,

classificatory or practical, etc., and the unit of access is



epistemological and semiotic. Linguistic reduction would

have a paralyzing effect in this area.

(Rey,
1995: 28)
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This occasional multilingualism, which is rare in
lexicography, is certainly not inevitable in terminology
because there are monolingual terminologies; but by its
nature and to the extent that it follows the
onomasiological approach, terminology can designate an
object of though or a class of objects in all the languages
of the world.

(Rey,
1995: 121)
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Desktop Translator is a program that translates
from English to Spanish, French, ltalian, German
and Portuguese, and from French, Spanish, and
German into English. One can translate typed text,
dictated text, files, documents, Web pages and e-
mail into a selected language. Using a technique
called Machine Translation, Desktop Translator
translates a word in relation to sentence structure and
parts of speech rather than translating words in
isolation. The result is a higher level of accuracy and

comprehension.

(Collete, 1999)
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