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This study Specialized in the geographic analyzing of Kufa city, Where it
was necessary to study the characteristics of the natural environment, Such as
the geographical and astronomer location, The surface forms and climate, soil
and water resources, where they were addressed to the general geographical
features of El Kufa city, the astronomical and geographical location has effected
generally on the nature of the city, Where the city of Kufa located within the
province of Najaf, one of the Central Euphrates provinces, Located in the
hinterland of Kufa city, Thus, it involved the cities of Karbala and Samawah in
the same location, this cities were known by its wide movement to exchange
products between plains and desert, over its history, and the Bedouin tribes
entered Iraq through it, and settled in the countryside and the city.

The surface of El-Kufa city distributed between the alluvial plain and the
western plateau, Which effected in creating two environment which are:
Alluvial plain environment attractive for residents and the plateau environment
which expelling them, From this distribution we see most of the urban areas in
the alluvial plain region and that because it has all the human and natural
potential.

The climate and its various elements affected directly or indirectly a major
impact on human life and activities which were practice, In terms of its effect on
the shape of the city and along the streets and breadth and the buildings height,
and the type of material used construction and land use. And also, the
temperature difference which rises in summer to 46.10 and reduced in winter to
17 o, The contrasts of solar radiation, which ranges from 14 to 6 hours, which is
important in human life, Basic element which reliable to get the warmth and
light for architectural units, Using windows that are the basis for the process of
the introduction of light, and also in the heat transfer through the walls and
preferably put windows on both sides of the south and east, or both together.



And north-westerly winds are prevailing on the city of Kufa, The highest
rate of blowing in the month of July (5.1 m / sec) and the lowest monthly
average in October and November and December, either in the months of March
and April abound where dust storms, which caused the increase of pollutants on
the city, which will reflect negatively on and on population and their various.

The relative humidity ranging between 27.8% in summer and 70.3% in
winter, no less influence for the other elements of the climate, the increased
moisture in the atmosphere of the city has an impact on the population in the
thermal fatigue and on the use of building materials that are resistant to moisture
in the construction and reconstruction operations.

It provides clear, the direct effects of the natural characteristics in the
study area on the urban environment, which required responses and processors
architecture, whether at Site level of the housing unit and its direction and rising
construction and compaction and overlap, or at the level of the internal
construction or building material and the thickness of the walls and the number
of windows and capacity and direction, As well as other additions like
Alshnachel and Alnagaf airway In order to achieve responses consistent with the
nature of the climatic conditions. It also appeared during the study the impact of
groundwater on construction projects that need to strong soil to protect the
building from collapse, it also impact on service uses such as infrastructure. It
also explained that the natural plant located in the study area impact on the uses
of the land for the purposes of transportation and other service uses.

The study found that the population of the city of Kufa, differ in their
distribution according to natural factors, climatic and economic, As well as the
environmental distribution and age groups, and we note the high number of
residents in the city center, compared with the rest of the administrative units,
This distribution illustrates the difference in population densities in
neighborhoods, There are neighborhoods of low-density reached 137 people per
hectare as in the areas of western and south of the city, and other neighborhoods
densely populated up to 2,000 people per hectare, The population and the nature
were linked closely, Determines the pattern of land settlement, The pattern of
economic activity and this variation in the geographical distribution has led to
contrast the social structures of the regions and cities with each other on the
basis of differences in historical and religious functions.



Through the study it appeared that the number of residents in the city of
Kufa in increasing with the influence of both sides, the first natural factors, is
the problem in the birth and death and the other side represented in immigration,
the population number in the city center of Kufa Reached 131 882 people in
1997, and amounted to 195 938 people in 2009, and 222652 people in 2013, as
the distribution of population was in different patterns in the city by natural and
climatic and economic conditions; where the percentage of the urban population
in 2013 reached 54%, and the proportion of the rural population reached 46%.

As for the age structure of the city population, the community population
in the city of Kufa is a youthful community because of the large size of the small
groups in the pyramid, and also that the age groups of 15 to 49 represent 24.9%
and this indicates that the community is economically active.

The economic activity for the city were also studied in three sectors
consisted of agricultural activity and industrial and commercial, the study found
that through the reality of the economic activities present in the city of Kufa, it
enjoy the presence of agricultural countryside tentacles of the basic design of
current and future, The number of people working in the agricultural sector 5905
workers, and the number of workers in the service sector including health,
education, accommodation, restaurants and other services 15539 workers, and
we expect to increase workers in the services sector by a large margin, As for
the commercial activity has the largest number of workers in the city, 18413
workers, the industrial sector has 5377 workers, We hope to activate industrial
investment through the creation of an integrated industrial zone in the city and
encourage investment.

The study also demonstrated that Kufa, just like any other Islamic cities
have passed through several stages where it began as a small nucleus in 17 AH -
638 AD Then I started to expand because of its historical significance and
religious significance; founded and built by the leader Saad bin Abi Waqas in 17
AH 0.638 m, have been chosen to be Fulcrum resting in it the soldiers from the
travel fatigue, and the trouble of fighting, and then became a constant camp,
Sources have indicated that Kufa is the House of migration and war, EIKufa was
for a period a seat to the rule of Imam Ali, it has flourished in the period of the
Umayyad and reached its greatness in the sixth century and early seventh
century AD.



It started with the stage of origination the city, where the city
characterized by Coherence and integration and smallness and characterized by
divided into several neighborhoods with the mosque and the market Center in
addition to the fence that surrounds it, The second phase characterized by as a
result of contacts with nearby cities and the existence of new cities, in addition
to some of the changes that have occurred in the ancient city itself, The third
stage contemporary in the wake of the state's region to get their independence
and consequent on it, the reorganization of the spatial population, it has been
relying on this category in the morphology of El Kufa, as one of the most
ancient Islamic and prestigious cities, The structure of the city's urban limited to
the commercial and residential use for the land, The residential use 1is
characterized by characteristics are almost separately from the homes of other
cities in terms of construction and design, At the forefront there are basins, wells
and tunnels and tombs and This gave the city planning and architectural
characteristics and distinct artistic, Appeared in the development and design
attributes are commensurate with the constant evolution of the population, and
the provision of public services in accordance with the master plan is the most
important shops and new neighborhoods are shops July 17 poets neighborhood
between 1965 to 1975.

A lot of modifications have been developed for this city to the basic
scheme in 1974, it was modified in 1982, and it tried to provide Residential
Land with a fit way in with the annual increase of population.

The presence of the holy mosque of Kufa, el sahla-mosque and the house
of Imam Ali, And the shrine of Muslim bin Ageel and Hani Ibn Urwa shrine and
the shrine of Maitham Tamar (may Allah be pleased with them) and the
existence of historical and archaeological buildings has impact heavily on the
urban fabric of the city, This was evident on the prevailing architecture. As this
emotion is not limited to buildings only, but also on the social fabric and this
was evident in some of the traditions followed by the people of the area.

The urban structure present for the city of Kufa, gives a clear vision to sece
where and how it will be distributed to the different uses of the land in the city
In the future in order to achieve the formal living requirements for its residents
and the city of Kufa .

The uses of the land have an effect on the shape of the city and the
commercial and industrial status, and residential use occupies the largest space



in the city, There are areas densely populated, medium or low distributed
according to population density in residential neighborhoods, As it the city of
Kufa contains17 residential neighborhood according to estimates in 2013, then
the housing split into traditional and buildings housing, Villas housing, and
blocks housing, and finally the countryside.

The commercial use is ranked second in terms of importance, where shops
spread irregularly in the city, this use focus on the main trade routes, represented
in el Kufa route - Najaf and then commercial services in residential
neighborhoods.

Industrial use, which represents the economic foundation of the city,
where small primary industries and handicrafts has spread, then began to
widening and technological development witnessed by the world, where the
industries and new plants has begun, Such as leather factory and cement factory
in addition to small industries and workshops interlocks with residential use, this
has an impact on the overall appearance and the city form, where these
industries shall not be required for any laws, the city needs to set up an industrial
city planned by global standards, which available in it all requirements.

As for the land use for the service purposes like education and health and
religious services, relics and Youth and Sports service, and Leisure and Cultural
Services, It shown in this chapter the reality of these services, which is
characterized by its inefficiency, Due to the increasing number of the city's
population compared to previous years, and that continuously need to the
development and renovation of schools, hospitals, mosques and distributed in
proportion to the population of the neighborhood.

And then public facilities in the city, which is one of the necessary
services because it is directly linked to the health of the population, including
drinking water and sanitary landfilling and electricity services, Which is one of
the main problems suffered by the city's population, in particular, and Iraq in
general, Where its presence programmer with cases of continuous cutting the
city has provided with six power stations to fill the need that affect the economy.
And then drinking water, which serve almost all residential neighborhoods, as
well as telecommunications service. And that the excesses that get by slums on
these services have led indirectly to the weakness of its capabilities to provide
service to the population in a Good and sustained manner.



As for roads, the city has three modes of roads, It is radioactive and
networking and ring where these patterns prevalent in the main and side streets
of residential areas in the city, as the city has six major roads paved and with
different lengths in addition to feeder roads which are used for the same purpose
as there is air transport represented Najaf airport, which is far from the city with
five kilometers to the south and is located in the south-eastern part, but it does
not hold service connectivity railways in Iraq.

Through the study, it became clear that the population continues to
increase until in 2033 amounted to 485 985 person, this increase will lead in the
future to expand the different uses of the land, the city patch will multiply, the
space allocated for housing will increase one and half times, and we noted that
the industrial and commercial use accounts for lower rate, Whether in the
foundation year or in the goal year, so It is imperative to prepare industrial
development in the city of Kufa, it is one of the cities where there are no large-
scale industry and even small-scale industries (workshops) scattered irregularly
in the city; and it will lead to pressure on all services in the future, and this
requires, this requires careful planning in dealing with this increase through the
provision of services of all kinds.

So the industrial development in the city must rely on planning procedures
deliberate through the establishment of an industrial zone, which offers all the
services of the infrastructure and linked to a good transport roads, With work on
the promotion of industrial investment, this will achieve rid the city of polluting
industries represented in cement laboratory in the south of the city and provide
job opportunities for its residents and to achieve economic basis for the city, so
the industrial development should be directed to finding Industries
commensurate with the existing resources and especially agro-industrial crops
and livestock production.

The city of Kufa owns within its neighboring territory a religious tourism
potential represented in many Shrines and historic mosques as well as its located
on the euphrates river on The borders of the current basic design, and which can
be invested through the provision of infrastructure and the organization of the
natural environment and the creation of an integrated tourism complex and the
creation of commercial activities for the purpose of achieving the integration of
trade with tourism, as it is also linked to natural attractions with religious



