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(3) See1.1.4,10.3,23.2nn.

(4) Accession speech: Tacitus Annals 13.4.2 (Seneca’s authorship: Cassius Dio 61.3.1).
Pardon: Tacitus Annals 13.11.2.

(5) Suetonius Nero 33.2-3, Tacitus Annals 13.15-17, Cassius Dio 61.7.4.
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(6) On the reflections of and on the principate in Seneca’s writings, see esp. Griffin 1976,
202-21.
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(10) 10. Griffin 2003 is the best brief overview. Also important and accessible are Griffin
1976, 133-71, and 2000, 535-45; Inwood 2005, 201-23; Konstan 2005; and Dowling
2006, all with references to earlier discussions.

(11) See, respectively, Cicero On Invention 2.164 and On Appropriate Actions 1.88. On
“great-spiritedness” (magnitudo animi), see On Anger 1.20.1n.
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(12) Great-spiritedness: 1.20.3, 2.1.1, cf. 2.5.4. Mildness and gentleness: 1.8.6, 9.1, 11.1,
13.4, 16.1, 22.3, 24.1, 2.1.1, 2.1, 5.1. Humaneness: see also 1.1.3, 3.2, 11.2, 13.4,
and on the doctrine of “appropriation” that underlies this quality and Stoic social
thought more generally, 1.13.4n., On Anger 2.31.7n.

(13) For strictness and clemency, cf. 1.1.4 and esp. 2.4, with the anecdote of Tarius’s son
discussed below and Griffin 2003, 174.
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(18) On the impossibility of virtue and vice coexisting in the same mind, see On Anger
2.12.2. For the contrast between clemency and anger see, e.g., 1.5.4-5, 7.34, 11.1,
17.1,19.4, On Anger 2.5.3, 13.2, 23.4; on clemency as the opposite of anger, see also
Cicero On Appropriate Actions 1.88.

(19) 2.3.1, quoted above. In Cicero’s definition of clementia at On Invention
2.164—"“clementia, per quam animi temere in odium alicuius finiectionis [vel
invectionis|t concitati comitate retinentur” the corrupt word has since the sixteenth
century commonly been emended to read inferioris, on the model of Seneca’s
definition (“clemency, by which minds that have been rashly roused to hatred
of someone inferior are restrained by friendliness”). But it is not clear that the
emendation is correct; given Seneca’s particular focus in addressing Nero, it might
actually introduce an anachronism. The point being made in the text is in any case
not affected.182
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argument in Konstan 2005.
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(40) Lost in the lacuna is some idea along the lines of “if they’re given a second chance”

(Basore’s si <poenae remissio fuerit>) or “if you treat them as innocent” (si <eos

pro innocentibus habeas>) or “if clemency gives them hope” (Ball’s si <clementia

spem restituerit>). What S. should not say here is “if you forgive them” (Préchac’s

si <ignoscas>), since he will distinguish clementia from forgiveness at 2.7. But he is

not always self-consistent; cf. the end of this paragraph.
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of the mind,” esp. with regard to strictness or severity (OLD s.v. remissio 4b, cf.

§24.1: “People better obey someone who gives his orders in a milder [remissius]

way”)—adopted instead of the archetype’s manumissionis printed by Hosius and

obelized by Malaspina (with a lacuna posited following). The reading is consistent

with the thought that clemency depends on mental calm and clarity and is hindered

by mental turbulence and upset: cf. §5.5, 7.2, 13.4, 2.6.1 and introduction, section 2;

similar thoughts occur also in On Anger (cf. esp. 1.16.6-7).
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(§1) I translate voluntariam subivimus <mortem>, the easiest correction of the

archetype’s corrupt reading, voluntariam subsiluimus (cf. Malaspina’s voluntariam

sub<ivimus mortem aut *** sub>siluimus). Most earlier corrections have tried

to salvage subsiluimus (“leapt beneath”), perhaps correctly, taking S. to be

referring to Marcus Curtius’s legendary leap into a chasm that had opened in the

Roman forum, an act that satisfi ed an oracle and saved his city (e.g., Hosius’s

voluntarii <terram> subsiluimus, “willingly leapt beneath the earth”).
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(72) The only reasonable construction of the passage treats the clauses “By the time he was

your age....” and “by the time he was forty . ..” as parallel and requires a full stop
before the first (Grifffin 1976:408-11). Augustus had not in fact done all the things
mentioned by the age of 18 (the proscriptions, for example, postdated his twentieth

birthday), but S. does not let chronological precision stand in the way of making a

point (cf. Griffin ibid. with, e.g., On Anger 1.20.4n.). The passage dates the treatise

to Nero’s nineteenth year (15 December 55 to 14 December 56).
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(121) ough a slave qua “animate tool” (cf. Aristotle Politics 1 ,253b271f.
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(128) The translation reflects Hosius’s documenta in minima parere, for the archetype’s

corrupt documentam minima argere; the point is anyway clear.
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(130) This is the most textually troubled passage in the treatise. Most editors read some

version of “o ne ille cui contingit <ut> sibi quoque vivere debeat” (with Baehren’s

suppletion of ut and various choices in punctuation), but I can find in those words

no thought appropriate to the context, nor does any suggested alternative seem

convincing. The possibility of a more extensive lacuna after contingit cannot be

ruled out.
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(133) The translation reflects Lipsius’s transposition of ut (“ut innocentiae faveat et [ut]

appareat, <ut> non minorem agi rem periclitantis quam iudicis sciat”).
(134) Cf. §5.3n. above.
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(150) The text is defective, and Gertz’s correction, translated here—“quo plus se exercitat,
<eo incitat>ior”—has the advantage of readily explaining the error (it presumes that
the scribe’s eye jumped from the end of exercitat to the middle of incitatior, thus
omitting the intervening text). But “more aroused” does not directly respond to the
preceding thought, which concerns savagery’s failure to draw a relevant distinction.
Did S. perhaps write “<eo caec>ior” (“becoming more random the longer it keeps
at it”)?

(151) Malaspina, following Mazzoli, posits a lacuna at this point, perhaps correctly. He
also suggests, less securely, that the lost material would have included the treatment
of Sulla promised at §12.3.
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Hosius’s omne imperii corpus (for the archetype’s _J| 42391 - V’f“”“ < (Voo)
corrupt omne imne imperii corpus), against Rossbach’s per omne immane
imperii corpus, printed by Malaspina. S. uses immane only with deeply negative
connotations (e.g., §2.3 below, “monstrous [immani] and hateful [invisa]”), and
.it is hardly likely to be used here
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