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284 ADDRESSES AT EVENING MEETINGS

In our consultation this evening both muyst be kept in our
minds. In the narrow sense, those rcsources are utterly
insufficient to mect the situation to-day, though they
could doubtless be more wisely disposed, more econori:cally
distributed, more richly used.  But at our disposal a'so are
the resources of the living God, and this thought will kcep
us reminded during this session also of the root lesson of this
Conlerence, that only a new rfealisation of the meaning of a
living God will avail us to accomplish or even continue our
superhuman task

There 15 not time to indicafe more than the foci where
the particular crists of to-day are centred  Fathers and
brethren, our motto must be Ferdum Sap.entidus*  In ths
hall, and on this subject, ] must and may emphasize each
of these two words

Beginning, then. with the Ottoman Empirs, we find a
wmovement which can broadly be described as one towards
freedom, political first and then intellectual.  Uiumately a
double movement of this nature must react on rehigon slowly
but surely. The inner attirude of the young Turks them-
selves to religious tolerdtion 13 probably an advanced one
The very fact that Chastianity and Christians have been to
such a large extent at the bottom of thewr movement must
produce far-reaching and important consequences  Already
in many parts of the Turkish Empire, notably Syna, the
liberty of the press 1s making very great advances. Already
some leaders of Islamic thought are disposed to query the
whole elaborate fabric of Islam as historically evolved and
elaborated, and to go back to the Koran, into which some
of them read as much Christianity as they are able. Are
not these facts a call to-the Societies at work in the Qttoman
Empire to stand by and to strengthen thew work so as to be
ready to take advantage of the expanding situvation? May
not the day for reaping the fruit of the marvelious endurance
of the Armenian martyrs be nigh? It must come, as sure
as there is a just Cod in Heaven!

The following steps, then, seem incumbent: first, to
strengthen the already splendidly successful work done for
and amongst the several Eastern Churches in the Ottoman
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REV. W. H. T. GAIRDNER 265

Empire, ‘whether Angfcan or non-Anglican.  Secondly, to
‘occupy the unoccupied districts through the Societies con-
tifuous to thein—these districts are mentioned in the Report
of Commission 1. -Thirdly, to place literary work on a
stronger and surer footing. (I will return to this point in
a moment.} Fourthly, to put wise, continuous, and cour-
ageous, pressu * upon the Governthent to make full religious
equality and hiserty an actual fact in the Empire.  Fifthly, to
make a wise and courageous advance in direct work for
Moslems.  In an informal conference lately held in Beyrout,
which 1 had the privilege of attending, one heard witness after
witness dwelling on the extent to which such direct work is
alreidy being done, and the far greater extent to which, in
the opinion of all, it might be now done At the end of
the day that informal conference expressed its opinion, with
this Edinburgh Conference specially in view, as follows :—

**{1) That direct evangelistic work amang Moslems, which has been
going on quietly lor seveia! decades 1o Syria and Palestine, is more than
ever possible to-day, whether by means of visiting, conversation, the
production and carefu) dusyzibution of Christian literature, Bihle circula-
tion, medical mussions, and boys' snd girls' schools.  {2) That the
promulgation of the Constjtution has ajready, in the more enlightened
centres, made this dircel evangelistic work easter, and will, we trust, as
the constitutional principle of religious equality becomes bevter under-
sood by the people, make it increasingly so. And, oo the other hand,
we are face 1o face with a Bfohammedan educational and religious revival
which makes necessary this missionary advance if the prestige giined in
the past i to be preserved and Increased. (3) For which reasons it is
certain that the time has come for a wisely plaaned and carefully con-
ducted and intensely earnest forward meve in work among Moslems in
Sysia snd Palestine, and the stiention of all the Societies already working
in the figld is to be directed towards immediately waking thet forward
move.”

Fathers and brethren, Verbum Sapientibus /

Passing to Egypt, where the larger measure of civil free-
dom makes the possibilities of direct Moslem wock practieaily
unlimited, we find that Cairo is still 10-day the imtellectual
centre of Islam. It has been 3o ever since the decay of
Bagdad under the Abbasides. It is therefore at this point
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