
Chapter Sixteen

AS-SADAOA (GIVING IN CHARITY)

Definition

To give Sadaqa or charity is to confim our faith in Cod and to share with
others what Allah has provided for us. Sadaqa is derived from Sida which
means Truthfulness. ln other words to give in chanity is to be truthful in our
worship ot God. Giving in charity is not confined to moRey. but extends to
our effort, knowledge and helping others in word and deed

We will discuss the following concepts
1- We are encouraged to give in charity because it is good for us and

improves our faith and character, as we help those who need our
help

2- Allah replaces what we give i charity and our money will not
decrease

3- Money in Islam is meant to be circulated, not hoarded: we are
rewarded for giving chanity, and we are punished for hoarding our
money

4- Charity should not be delayed
5- Chanity starts at home
6- Charity involves our money, knowledge, etTort and everything that

we do in word and deed
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Charity is good for us

The Our'an tells us that giving charity is good for us, and serves several
purposes:

1- Charity purifies our hearts and removes the greed in our souls
2- Charity allows our deeds to be multiplied as reward for our good

deeds
3- Charity wipes out our sinS
4- Charity allows us to enter Heaven
5- We help those who need our help

Purifying our souls and getting rid of the greed in our souls

The Our'an ordered Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to take charity from
Muslims for it purifies their souls:

 شخ غ ضتزنق إن تنيز وضل ا تزكهم ظيزمخ ضفة أتولهم ين خذ

٢١٠٣ التوبة:41 ي، غليلا سميع وللة
Of their goods take alms, that so thou mightest punify and sanctify them;

and pray on their behalf, verily thy prayers are a source of security for them:
and Allah is One Who heareth and knoweth.

At-Tawba9: 103
And :

 مغ وق قن لأفيكخ خزا وأنيفوا وطغوا زآتتغوا انتكتم ما وقائثواأللة

٢١٦ )التدين:»4ج أثفليخون هم فأزلتك تفيه
S0 fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey; and spend in charity for

the benefit of your own souls. And those saved from the covetousness of
their own souls; they are the ones that achieve prosperity.

At-Taghabun 64:16

Those who give in charity do so with a good 1eart, for they realize that what
they possess is a gift from God. The-efore, !ey are willing to share what
God blessed them with. ln contrast, ' ١٣ ج: hose who are not willing to
give in charity because they are gree1 tto use their wealth only for
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their own benefit. They fail to understand that the only thing we take with us
is our deeds, good or bad. We cannot take our wealth or power with us to
our graves. As Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(Three things follow man to his grave: his money, and his family, and his
deeds. Two retur back, and one thing alone remains with him: his deeds)

Our good deeds are multiplied

Allah promised to multiply our good deeds and give us more out of His
bounty:

±4 خيلا عكوز وأشه لكز تنهز لكز يضنعقة ختا فزضا اقة لقرطوا إن م

]١٧ [التغابن:

If ye loan to Allah a beautiful loan. He will double it to your (credit), and
He will grant you Forgiveness: for Allah is Most Ready to appreciate
(service), Most Forbearing,

At-Taghabun 64:17

And :

 وغلابية زا رزقتنهم مما وأنفقوا الكلوة وأقاموا آلي كتب يلو أأين إن ة
٠٠ و·٠-.<5 ر• ٢٢٩ [فاطر: ي:5 تبور لن لجرة يزجو،

Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, establish regular Prayer, and spend
(in Charity) out of what We have provided for them, secretly and openly,
hope for a Commerce that will never fail:

Fatir 35:29

٢٣0 اناطر:4 كوز± غفو إئة. فضله: ين وتزيدهم أجوزهم لؤقتهت ز
For He will pay them their meed, nay, He will give them (even) more out of

His Bounty; for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service).
Fatir 35:30

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(Anyone who gives Sadaqa (charity), even a date, from lawtul eamning Allah
will accept it and takes it with His right hand, and let it grow as you take
care ofyour young horse or young camel till he grows, till it becomes like a
mountain or even bigger)
Nanated by Bokhari & Muslim
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We are reminded in this Hadeeth (saying of the prophet) that Allah accepts
our charity when it is done with sincere intention and when our money is
eamned from a lawful way, and not through cheating others or deceit. The
Our' an assures us that Allah accepts our charitable deeds:

 مز ألقة ذأ أكلكذفت تأخذ عباده، عن الخزنة يقبن هؤ ألة5 أ تغثوا «ألز

٢١٠٤٠ التوبة443 ا جيز الز القؤاث

Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His votaries and
receives their gifts of charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Retumning,
Most Merciful?

At-Tawba9:104

Our sins are forgiven through charity
One of the ways to wipe out our sins is through giving charity. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) told us:
(Fasting is protection; and Sadaqa wipes out the sins such as water
extinguishes the fire; and the prayer at night are all avenues of goodness)
Narrated by Temedhi, Ibn Majja & Nesa'ee

The Our'an states:

 نضلا منة شترة يبام واة ألفخخا، ونأ,غم القفز يعنا: «الظن
٢٢٦٨٠ البقرة1» ي عليلا ويع وآشة

• تي ر

The Evil One threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct
unseemly. Allah promiseth you His forgiveness and bounties. And Allah
careth for all and He knowveth all things.

A1-Baqara 2 : 268

And :

«d± { خيلا عكوز واته لكخ وننهز لكم يضعفة حتكا فزضا الله تقرظوا إن
٢١٧ [التغابن:
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If ye loan to Allah a beautiful loan, He will double it to your (credit), and
He will grant you Forgiveness: for Allah is Most Ready to appreciate
(service), Most Forbearing,

At-Taghabun 64: 17

ln this Our'anic verse we promised four rewards for our charity:
• Our good deeds will be multiplied

Our sins will be forgivenه 
• Allah will appreciate our service and good work
• Allah will be patient and tolerant with us

Charity allows us to enter paradise

Our chanity wipes out ou sins, and counts as good deeds in our favor.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us to protect ourselves from Hell fire
even with half a date (narated by Bokhari). He also told us of a special gate
in heaven for those who give in charity.

Charity does not decrease our money

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that chanity never decreases ou
money:
(Charity never decreases the wealth of a person; and when a servant of
Allah forgives another person who wronged him, Allah will elevate his
status in honor; and anyone who humbles himself to Allah, Allah wil}
increase him in dignity)
Narrated by Muslim.

The Our'an emphasizes that charity does not decrease our money since
Allah will replace whatever we spend:

 شيء ين أنفقكم زمة له: قيقدز عباد، ين يقاً: لتقن آلززق تتشط نق إن «فل

٢٢٩ رسا/»4± ازفت خز تمز تهؤخيفة
Say: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restnicts the Sustenance to such of His

servants as He pleases: and nothing do ye spend in the least (in His Cause)
but He replaces it: for He is the Best of those who grant Sustenance.

SaBa' 34 : 39
And:
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 فضلا يتة تغرة بيئام واشة الفخخا، ننأئكم القفز يعنكم «ألقنكن
٢٢1٨ القرة1( ج غليلا ويع والله • تبعم' ر

The Evil One threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct
unseemly. Allah promiseth you His forgiveness and bounties. And Allah
careth for all and He knoweth all things.

A1-Baqara 2 : 268

Prophet Muhammnad (PBUH) told us:
(Every moming two angels come down. One of them says: "O Allah give
the person giving in charity a replacement". The other angel says: "O Allah
waste the money of the person who is not giving in charity and withholding
his money")
narrated by Bokhari & Muslim

Our charity helps those who are poor and needy

Allah encourages us to help those who are poor and needy and need our
help. He told us that helping them is like giving a loan to Allah, in order that
we may understand that such help is a noble act since Allah ascribed the
loan to Himself. It also emphasizes that we will be repaid since we are
loaning to Allah:

 يلإ,, أخترية والة نة تكسبنه خنا ذزا أقة نفن آليى ذ +ئ

Who is he that will loan to Allah a beautiful !oan? For (Allah) will increase
it manifold to his credit, and he will have (besides) a liberal reward.

A1-Hadeed 57:11

Giving when the need is critical is rewarded much better than giving when
the situation is less urgent:

 منكم يتتوى وآلأزض أالشتوت يبث زلله أنله سيل ى شيفوا ألا لز وزما

 بغذ ين أنقفوا ألين ين ذتجة أغظم أولتبك وفتل القنع قبل ين أنفق من

٢١٠ الحديد خبيز،» تغتمون يتا والة كقنتى ألة وعذ زلأ وقتلوا
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And what cause have ye why ye should not spend in the cause of Allah?
For to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth. Not equal
among you are those who spent (freely) and fought, before the Victory,
(with those who did so later). Those are higher in rank than those who spent
(freely) and fought afterwards. But to all has Allah promised a goodly
(reward). And Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do.

Al-Hadeed 57:10

This verse refers to the opening of Macca. Before it was opened Macca was
hostile to the Muslims and its leaders fought against the Muslim state in
Madina. The need to help and suppor the Muslims in Madina was critical.
After Macca was opened and Arabia accepted lslam the need to spend was
less urgent. The verse, however, is encompassing as it relates to the needs of
each community at all times. When there is an urgent need to support a
project ot vital importance or to fil] a certain deficiency then Muslims are
urged to step up to the challenge and fulfill their obligations. Those who
spend when times are difficult are true believers who understand their duty
and obligations.

Money in lslam is meant to be circulated and not hoarded

When money is spent and charity is given the economy is stimulated, jobs
are created and those who need help are helped. ln contrast, when money is
hoarded the economy stagnates, jobs are scarce and the poor and needy get
no help. Therefore, lslam encourages us to spend in chanity and wams us
against hoarding our money and threatens grave punishment from A!lah;

 الناس أنؤن تأطرن والزقان الأخبار كثرا إن :اؤأ ألنبين يأيها«

 زلا والفظة الذهب بجز وألبير ألله سل عن فتضادت بالبطل

٢٣٤ التوبة431 أليرد بعذاب فبترهم الله سيل في ينففوا
0 ye who believe! There are indeed many among the priests and anchorites,

who in falsehood devour the substance of men and hinder (them) from the
Way of Allah. And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not
in the Way of Allah: announce unto them a most grievous penalty.

At-Tawba 9 : 34
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 ما هذا زظهوئهز ذجثويهم جباههم ا فتكوك خهئة تار ق غلتيها لحتى {يزم

٢٣ لتوبة1»4# تغزو فنز ما قذوثوا نفيز كتزثم
On the Day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the fire of

Hell, and with it will be branded their foreheads, their Tlanks, and their
backs, "This is the (treasure) which ye buried for yourselves: taste ye, then,
the (treasures) ye buried!"

At-Tawba 9:35
And :

 مؤمومة بن لكم خزا فو فضي من أشه :انهم بقا تتخلون ألنن قنتن {ولا

 تنملون جما وآكلة زالأزض القتوت بيرث زيله القيمة يؤم يمد نخلوا ما يطؤفون

• دا ٢١٨٠ عمران: [آل34 خبير.  اهة ه٠

And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah hath
given them of His Grace, think that it is good for them: nay, it will be the
worse for them; soon shall the things which they covetously withheld be
tied to their necks like a twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. To Allah
belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is weil­
acuuainted with all that ye do.

Al-lmran 3: 180

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(The owner of gold and silver who does not give its dues, on the Day of
Judgment it will appear to him as sheets of fire. lt will be heated in Hell
Fire, then used to bur his sides, forehead and his back. Bvery time it cools
ofT it will be reheated and used again, on a day that will last for fifty
thousand years, till Allah judges between His servants. Then he will be led
either to paradise or to Hell)
Narrated by Ahmad, Abou Dawood & Nesa'ee

Charity is more than giving money
Since not every person is rich and can afford to give money as Sadaqa,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained how each person can give Sadaqa
and get reward from Allah. He told us that our effort in helping others is
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considered a charity for us. The sound advice and guidance we provide is
also a fom of charity. The least we can do is not haming others and
abstaining from wrong-doing. and this is considered as chanity as well:
(Every Muslim should give Sadaqa). He was asked: suppose he does not
have money to give? He said: (He should work. thus he benefits himself and
is able to give Sadaqa). He was asked: Suppose he cannot work? He said :
(He should help the person who is in dire need of his eftort). He was asked:
suppose he does not do that? He said: (He should guide to what is right and
good). He was asked: suppose he does not do that? He said: (He should do
no harm. for it will be written as a Sadaua for him)
Narrated by Ahmad. Bokhari. Muslim & Nesa'ee.

ln another Hadeeh, the Pophet (PBUH) told us that feeding our tamilies is
rewarded as a Sadaqa by Allah if our intention is to seek Allah's reward. He
also told us that seeking intimate contact with our wives is considered a
Sadaqa ifour intention is to avoid adultery.

These sayings 0f the prophet under score that each one of us was given
something special by Allah. We should leam to appreciate God's blessings
and use it to help ourselves and help those who need our help. This blessing
may be a knowledge that Allah imparts to us, or our ability to guide others
and show them the truth. Or it may be the kindness we show other people or
may be our prayer to God on their behalf.

We should not delay our Sadaa
Since we do not know what is in store for us we should not delay any good
deed that we intend to do, including our Sadaqa. We do not know when we
are going to die, or if we will be able to afford giving Sadaqa tomorrow. We
should not hesitate, but confir our faith and hasten in doing good. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was asked when should we give Sadaqa? He said:
(You should give Sadaqa when you are healthy, yet unwilling to give for
you are hoping your money will make your hife easy, and you are afraid that
giving Sadaqa will make you poor. You should not wait till you are about to
die, then say: "This belongs to this person, and this belongs to this person"
because it is already theirs, even ifyou dislike it)
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Narrated by Ibn Majja. Its origin is in Bokhari & Muslim

The Our'an tells us that giving Sadaqa should be done before it is too late.
At that time regrets will not be accepted and a second chance will not be
granted:

 أخزتئ لزلا تب فيفون التز أخم تأو أن قبي ين وزفنكم ما ين أنيفوا«

٢١٠ المتانقون.4 ه الضلجين ين وأكن قأضئق قرير أجل إلى
And spend something (in charity) out of the substance which We have
bestowed on you, before Death should come to any of you and he should
say, "O my Lord! Why didst Thou not give me respite for a little while? 1
should then have given (largely) in charity, and I should have been one of
the doers of good."

Al-Munafeqoun 63 : 10

٢١ )لنانو:ا» ج، تغفلون يما خبز وآلته أجلهاً جا: إذا تفشا ألة يوخز ولن و

But to no soul will Allah grant respite when the time appointed (for it) has
come; and Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do.

Al-Munafeqoun 63:11

Sadaqa should start at home

We are responsible to support our families. We should not give for another
cause if our families are poor and in dire need. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said:
(The best Sadaqa is that given when you are capable; and start with those
whom you Support)
Narrated by Bokhari, Abou Dawood & Nesa'ee.

In a similar narration, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(The best Sadaqa is that which leaves you still capable; the upper hand (that
gives) is better than the lower hand (that receives) and start with those
whom you support)
Narrated by Tabarani.
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We leam from the prophet's sayingS:
• We should give Sadaqa when we are able to do s0. Ifwe are poor we

are not supposed to give that which we do not have or in need of
• We should not give a lot that we become poor and in need of Sadaqa

ourselves
• Those whom we support deserve our Sadaqa more than anyone else.

Therefore, we should start with our families and near relatives before
we give to sTrangerS

• The person giving in charity is better than the person receiving the
charity, because the first is benefiting others, while the latter only
benefits himself

Manners of giving Sadaqa

Not offending the feelings of those receiving our chanityا- 
2- Giving charity in secret is better than declaring our charitable deeds
3- Giving of the best of what we have
4- Giving Sadaqa to please Allah. not to show off

Not offending the feelings of those receiving our charity

The Our'an explains that offending the feelings of those recevIng our
chanty is to be avoided, for it wipes out our good deeds. Kind words are
better than chanity followed by reminders of our generosity:

4 خليتم، غي زأفة أذى ضذفةيتبغها من خز ومنفرة مروث قز م
٢٢٦٣ [البقرة:

Kind words and the covering of faults are better than charity followed by
injury. Allah is Free of all wants, and Heis Most Forbearing.

Al-Baqara 2 : 263
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 رناء مالة. ينفق لليى6 ت وآذى يالتتي ضقتكم تتلوا لا :املوا ليدين وبنائها

 واين فأضانا ثزت عتيه ضفوا كنقل تتفله، الأخر والتزم ياقة يؤين ولا ألثاس

 القزم يهدى لا والله كتبوا مئا تت، على يفدت لا تلذاً فتركة

٢٢٦٤ البقرة4431 الخفرين
0 ye who believe! Cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity

or by injury, like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but
believe neither in Allah nor in the Last Day. They are in Parable like a hard
barren rock, on which is a little soil; on it falls heavy rain, which leaves it
(just) a bare stone. They will be able to do nothing with aught they have
eamed. And Allah guideth not those who reject Faith.

A1-Baqara 2 : 264

The whole idea of giving charity is to help those who are poor and needy
and need our help. How can we help them if our help entails reminders of
our generosity and hamming their feelings and making them feel bad or
unwilling to accept our charity?

Charity should be given in secret
The Our'an explains that giving charity in secret is better than declaring our
charitable deeds. Again the main concemn is not hamming the feelings or
sensitivities of those receiving our charity.

 خزأكز تهو الفقزا: ؤثؤثرا تخفوها وإن هى قييئا قت الذ ثبذوأ وإن

٢٢٧١ البقرة» خبير تغفلون بتا والة سخاتكخ ين عكم ويكفر
If ye disclose (acts of) charity, even so it is well, but ifye conceal them, and

make them reach those (really) in need, that is best for you: it will remove
from you some of your (stains 0f) evil. And Allah is well acquainted with
what ye d0.

A1-Baqara 2 :271
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Sometimes it is aلnight to dcclare our chanity if the goلa is to serve as an
example and encoumage othes to follow suit.

We sbould give the eb tم of what we bave

We should not give what we do not want, or wil not accept ourselves ifit is
ofered to us. Rather, when we gve in chهnity, we should gve the best of
what we have:

 الأزض تن لكم أخزجتا قيئا كننثز ما طينت ين أنفقواً :اجثوا الذين {يثأثها

 أنة وآغلئوا فه تفيشوا أن إلا بناجزيه ولنثم تنيفون يتة الخبث تتكنوا ولا

٢٢1٧ القر:.1» خيمة غن ألهة
O ye who believe! Give of the good things which ye have (honourably)

eamed, and of the fuits of the eart which We have produced for you, and
do not even aim at getting anyhing which is bad, in order that out of it ye
may gve away something, when ye yourselves would not receive it except
with closed eyes. And know that Alah is fee of all wants, and worhy of al]
praise.

Al-Bوa ara 2 :267
The Our'an also tells us that we should give the things that we love and
cheish and worked hard to achieve. Ln doing so we confm 'our faith and
we show that we are willing to share God's blessings with others. lt is not
easy to give the things that we love most. The ability to do so is achieved
only by thwose who have strong faith and are nighteous:

»٤ غية يد آلة فإن شق، من كيفوا تا نحر با لففوا خز الز تتالوا ونن
]٩٢ عمران: [آل

By no means ahs lل ye attain nighteousness unless ye give (freely) of that
which ye love; and whatever ye give, ofa tuth Allah knoweth it well.

A1-Lmran 3:92
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We should give charity seeking Alah's pleasure, not to sbow of our
generosity

 خر من كنفوا تا يقا: مر يهدى أة ولكن منهز عتد تق«
 ولنكز ختزثؤف ين تنفثوا قا آلله تجو آبتقا: إلا ثففو وما فلأنفيكز

٢٢٧٢ دالقر:» ثفتئو لا وأنخ

It is not reguired of thee (O Messenger), to set them on the right path, but
Allah sets on the right path whom He pleaseth. Whatever of good ye give
benefits your ow souls, and ye shall only do so seeking the "Faee" of
Allah. Whatever good ye give, shall be rendered back to you, and ye shall
not be dealt with unjustly.

Al-Baaara 2:272

We leam from this Our'anic verse:

Whatever we give in charity we beneft ourselves first, before weه 
benefit others

• Our goلa in giving charity is to help those souls in need of our help
and that we seek the pleasure of Allah. If our goal is vanity and to
show off our wealth and generosity, the our deed is not accepted or
written in our favor

Whatever good we do in giving charity Allah promised to reward usه 
for it. Such reward may be forgiveness of our sins or gaining Allah's

pleasure and being admitted to Heaven. One thing is sure: no one
will be wronged in the least, for Allah is just and He appreciates any
good deed
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The eb efitsم of iving ع Sadaqa

1- Our sins are forgive
2- We gain AlAh's pleasure and enter His paradise
3- Our good deeds are multiplied
4- Allah is patient and tolerant with us as He appreciates our service
5- We get nd of the geed in our hearts
6- We help those who are poor and needy or need our help and

guidance
7- Sadana means that we are true and faithful to our covenant with

Allah and understand our responsibility and our accountability
8- By gving in chanity and not hoarding our money we avoid

punishment or dwelling in Hell Fire
9- By giving Saduaa jobs are created and the economy improves and

worthy projects are supported

٣٣٣
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