Chapter Six

HUMILITY AND AVOIDING
ARROGANCE

What is humility?

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) defined arrogance as (Arrogance is denying
the truth, and looking down at people and not giving them their due rights)
Narrated by Muslim

We will discuss the following concepts:

1-

2-

We are ordered in the Qur’an and Sunnah not to become
arrogant and to be humble
The pitfalls and dangers of arrogance

- Arrogance causes us not to hear the truth or accept it

- Arrogance causes us to be misguided

- Arrogance leads to Hell Fire
Allah’s righteous servants are humble
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is our example of a good person
who was humble and never elevated himself above his
companions
Humility is a sign of belief in God
Examples of people who were arrogant and their fate
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Do not become arrogant

The Qur’an orders all believers to avoid arrogance :
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"And swell not thy cheek (For pride) at men, nor walk in insolence through
the earth: for Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster.
Lugman 31 : 18

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us not to behave arrogantly or eievate
ourselves over others:

(Allah has inspired to me to teach you what you did not know of your
religion, this day... and He inspired to me that you should be humble so that
no person elevates himself above another person, and no one transgresses
over another)

Narrated by Muslim

The pitfalls and dangers of arrogance

Arrogance causes us not to hear the truth or accept it

Those who are arrogant feel that they know everything and they are not
willing to listen or accept a different point of view:
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When Our Signs are rehearsed to such a one, he turns away in arrogance, as
if he heard them not, as if there were deafness in both his ears: announce to
him a grievous Penalty.

Lugman 31 :7

They look down at other people and do not value their opinion. How can
they know something that they do not know themselves!
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The Unbelievers say of those who believe: "If (this Message) were a good
thing, (such men) would not have gone to it first, before us!" and seeing that
they guide not themselves thereby, they will say. "This 1s an (old), old
falsehood!"

Al-Ahqaf 46 : 11

The reason Satan refused to obey God and prostrate to Adam was his
arrogance. He said: “How can I prostrate to Adam since | am better than
him!"
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(Allah) said: "What prevented thee from bowing down when [ commanded
thee?" He said: "I am better than he: Thou didst create me from fire, and

him from clay."”
Al-Araf 7 : 12

Arrogance causes us to be misguided

Those who are arrogant are not willing to listen to the Qur’an or accept the
signs of God. They turn away in defiance and refuse to accept their
accountability. They follow their own ways and they deny themselves the
benefit of divine guidance:
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Those who behave arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right, them will I
turn away from My Signs: even if they see all the Signs, they will not
believe in them; and if they see the way of night conduct, they will not adopt
it as the Way; but if they see the way of error, that is the Way they will
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adopt. For they have rejected Our Signs, and failed to take warning from
them.
Al-Araf 7 : 146

Arrogance leads to Hell Fire

Allah ordered us to call on Him promising that He will respond to our
prayers. He also warned us of the danger of behaving arrogantly. If we feel
self-sufficient and above calling on God, then we deny His blessings and we
do not understand that we depend on Him, nor understand our
accountability to Him. Therefore, our abode is in Hell:
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And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those
who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell, in

humiliation!"

Ghafir 40 : 60
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But those who reject Our Signs and treat them with arrogance, they are
Companions of the Fire, to dwell therein (forever).
Al-Araf 7 : 36

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained to us what types of people enter
paradise, and what types enter Hell, in order to follow the example of those
who are successful, and avoid the mistakes of those who lost. He said:

(Shall I tell you about the people in Heaven?). His companions said: Yes.
He said: (Every weak, tolerant person, for if he made an oath, Allah will
fulfill his oath). Then he said: (Shall I tell you about the people in Hell?).
His companions said: Yes. He said: (Every person severe in enmity, who
does not give in charity, and who is arrogant) Narrated by Bokhari &
Muslim.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also said:
(Whoever has the slightest degree of arrogance will be thrown on his face in
Hell Fire)
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Narrated by Ahmad

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also said:

(Hell and paradise argued. Hell said: “Only those who are tyrants and
arrogant enter me*. Paradise said: “Only those who are weak and needy
enter me™. Allah said: “You are My punishment, with you [ punish whom |
please. And you are My mercy, with you | bestow mercy on whom | please.
Every one of you will get its fill)

Narrated by Bokhar1 & Muslim

Allah’s righteous servants are humble

Those who believe and have faith appreciate God’s blessings and are
grateful to Allah. They understand that their success is not solely due to
their effort but occurred because of God’s grace. The Qur’an describes their
attitude of walking softly on earth without arrogance and of turning to God
in prayer at night and seeking His torgiveness and protection. THey arc
moderate and not extravagant in the way they live and spend:
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And the servants of (Allah) Most Gracious are those who walk on the carth
in humility, and when the ignorant address them, they say, "Peace!"
Al-Furqan 25 : 63
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Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord prostrate and

standing;
Al-Furgan 25 : 64
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Those who say: "Our Lord! avert from us the Wrath of Hell, for its Wrath is
indeed an affliction grievous,
Al-Furqan 25 : 65
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"Evil indeed is it as an abode, and as a place to rest in";
Al-Furgan 25 : 66
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Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but
hold a just (balance) between those (extremes);
Al-Furgan 25 : 67

Allah’s righteous servants are also humble with those who have faith and
believe in God:
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O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon
will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him, lowly
with the Believers, mighty against the Rejecters, fighting in the Way of
Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the
Grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth. And Allah
encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things.

Al-Maeda 5 : 54

Such persons who are humble with others, God will increase their dignity
and will raise them up in honor. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Giving charity never decreases your wealth; and any person who forgives
another human being Allah will increase him in dignity; and any person
who humbles himself to Allah, Allah will raise him up in honor)

Narrated by Muslim.
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is our example of humility and good
manners

Allah ordered His messenger to be kind, humble and merciful with the
believers:
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It is part of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them. Wert

thou severe or harsh-hearted, they would have broken away trom about thee:

so pass over (their faults), and ask for (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and

consult them in affairs (of moment). Then, when thou hast taken a decision,

put thy trust in Allah. For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him).
Al-Imran 3 : 159
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And lower thy wing to the Believers who follow thee.
Ash-Shura’a 42 : 215

The Prophet (PBUH) exhibited humility and never elevated himself above
his companions. One day they stood up to greet him and he said:

(Do not glorify me as the Christians glorified the son of Mary, for | am a
servant of God; but say: “The servant of Allah and His messenger*)
Narrated in Bokhan

Othman Bin Affan one of the prophet’s companions and the third righteous
caliph said: (We accompanied the messenger ot Allah (PBUH) at home and
during travel. He used to visit our sick and witness our funerals, and fight
along side with us and share in whatever we had, whether it was plenty or
little)

Narrated by Ahmad.

Aesha (the prophet’s wife) related that the messenger of Allah (PBUH) used
to mend his shoes, saw his clothes and work at home like any other Muslim.
(Narrated by Baghawi).
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Humility is a sign of belief in God

The Qur’an explains the attitude of those who have faith:

e When they are reminded with the signs of God they fall down
prostrating to God and they celebrate God’s praises and are grateful
to Him
They are not arrogant
They stand up in prayer at night
They call on God in hope and in fear
They share with others what God provides for them
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Only those believe in Our Signs, who, when they are recited to them fall
down in adoration, and celebrate the praises of their Lord, nor are they
(ever) puffed up with pride.

As-Sajda 32 : 15
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Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep, the while they call on their Lord,
in Fear and Hope: and they spend (in charity) out of the sustenance which
We have bestowed on them.

As-Sajda32:16

To be humble and kind with our parents is a sign of faith and belief in God.
Being good and kind to our parents comes second only to worshipping God
and serving Him:
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Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to
parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy lite, say not to
them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of

honour.
Al-Isra’a 17 : 23
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And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My
Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as they eherished me in childhood."
Al-lsra’a 17 : 24

Examples of Arrogant people mentioned in the Qur’an

Satan (Iblees) the Devil is described as arrogant. rctusing to prostrate to
Adam. though this was a direct order from God:
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And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam:" and they bowed
down: not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: he was of those who reject
Faith.

Al-Baqara 2 : 34

Pharaoh was also described as arrogant refusing to listen to the truth or
accept the clear signs of God
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Pharaoh said: "O Chiefs! no god do [ know for you but myself: therefore, O
Haman! light me a (kiln to bake bricks) out of clay. and build me a lofty
palace, that | may mount up to the god of Moses: but as far as | am
concerned I think (Moses) 1s a liar'"

Al-Qasas 28 : 38
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And he was arrogant and insolent in the land, beyond reason, he and his

hosts: they thought that they would not have to return to Us!"
Al-Qasas 28 : 39

Those who reject faith are also arrogant and refuse to submit to the truth
from their Lord, especially those who are rich and in power:
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Never did We send a Warner to a population, but the wealthy ones among
them said: "We believe not in the (Message) with which ye have been sent."”
SABa34:34
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They said: "We have more in wealth and in sons, and we cannot be
punished."
SaBa34:35
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