
Chapter Six

HUMILITY AND AVOIDING
ARROGANCE

What is humility?

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) defined arrogance as (Arogance is denying
the tnuth, and looking down at people and not giving them their due rights)
Narated by Muslim

We will discuss the following concepts:
1- We are ordered in the Our'an and Sunnah not to become

arrogant and to be humble
2- The pitfalls and dangers of arrogance

- Arrogance causes us not to hear the truth or accept it
- Arrogance causes us to be misguided
- Arrogance leads to Hell Fire

3- Allah's righteous servants are humble
4- Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is our example of a good person

who was humble and never elevated himself above his
companions

5- Humility is a sign of belief in God
6- Examples of people wlo were arrogant and their fate
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Do not become arrogant

The Our'an orders all believers to avoid arrogance :

 تتا ن لجث لا أنقة إرة مرخاً ألأزض ق تفي زلا للكاس خذل نضز وذلا

٢١٨ [لقان:4;±: فخور
"And swell not thy cheek (For pride) at men, nor walk in insolence through

the earth: for Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster.
Luqman 31:18

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us not to behave arrogantly or elevate
ourselves over others:
(Allah has inspired to me to teach you what you did not know of your
religion, this day... and He inspired to me that you should be humble so that
no person elevates himself above another person, and no one transgresses
over another)
Narrated by Muslim

The pitfalls and dangers of arrogance

Arrogance causes us not to hear the truth or accept it
Those who are arrogant feel that they know everything and they are not
willing to listen or accept a different point of view:

 ققزة وفزا أذنه ق نأن ينتنها كز &ن شنتكيرا فأ :ايا عته لن «وإذا

٢٧ [لقان.» أليرا%ي: بعذاب
When Our Signs are rehearsed to such a one, he tums away in arrogance, as
if he heard them not, as if there were deafness in both his ears: amnounce to
him a grievous Penalty.

Luqman 31:7

They look down at other people and do not value their opinion. How can
they know something that they do not know themselves!
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 يهتدوا لز قإذ إليه تنفونا ما خنزا لز&ن :امنوا للذين كفزوا الذين وقال و

٢١١ احنا: ب: ج قدييث إفك هذآ فيقولون به،
The Unbelievers say of those who believe: "If (this Message) were a good

thing, (such men) would not have gone to it first, before us!" and seeing that
they guide not themselves thereby. they will say, "This is an (old), old
falsehood!"

Al-Ahqaf 46: 11

The reason Satan refused to obey God and prostrate to Adam was his
arogance. He said: 'How can I prostrate to Adam since am ا better than
him!"

 وخلقة. نار من خلفتى خزينة أنا فان أزثلك إذ تنجذ ألأ متعك ما قال ؤ

٢١٢ [الأعراف:4± طين من

(Allah) said: "What prevented thee from bowing down when I comnmanded
thee?" He said: "I am better than he: Thou didst create me from fire, and
him from clay."

A1-Araf7٠ 12

Arrogance causes us to be misguided

Those who are arogant are not willing to listen to the Our'an or accept the
signs of God. They tum away in defiance and refuse to accept their
accountability. They follow their own ways and they deny themselves tle
benefit of divine guidance:

 :اتة كل يرذا قإن آلخي بغر الأزص ف يتكزو الذين :اتتق عن «نأضرث
 يثجذوة التي تبيل يرزا قإن سيلا يفخذوة لا الزغد سل يرذا قان ا يؤينواً لألا

٢١٤٦ الأعراف4± غفلين غا وكوا بغايتنا كذبوا يأتهم ذلك سيلا
Those who behave arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right, them will [

tumn away from My Signs: even if they see all the Signs, they will not
believe in them; and if they see the way of right conduct, they will not adopt
it as the Way; but if they see the way of error, that is the Way they will
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adopt. For they have reiected Our Signs, and failed to take warning from
them.

Al-Araf7٠146

Arrogance leads to Hell Fire

Allah ordered us to call on Him promising that He will respond to our
prayers. He also wamed us of the danger of behaving arrogantly. If we feel
self-sufficient and above calling on God, then we deny His blessings and we
d0 not understand that we depend on Him, nor understand our
accountability to Him. Therefore, our abode is in Hell:

 عبادي عن يشترون النير إن لز أنتجب أذغون تكم +وفان

٢٦٠ غافر:4341 ل ذاخر، جهم خلون تتت
And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those

who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell, in
humiliation!"

Ghafir 40 : 60

4 خلون فا مخ الكار أضخث أوتتبنك غتا وانتخروا بنائيا كذبوا وألذ و
]٣٦ [الأعراف:

But those who reject Our Signs and treat them with arrogance, they are
Companions of the Fire, to dwell therein (forever).

Al-Araf7:36

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained to us what types of people enter
paradise, and what types enter Hell, in order to follow the example of those
who are successful, and avoid the mistakes of those who lost. He said:
(Shall I tell you about the people in Heaven?). His companions said: Yes.
He said: (Every weak, tolerant person, for if he made an oath, Allah will
fuIfll his oath). Then he said: (Shall I tell you about the people in Hell?).
His companions said: Yes. He said: (Every person severe in enmity, who
does not give in charity, and who is arrogant) Narrated by Bokhari &
Muslim.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also said:
(Whoever has the slightest degree of arogance will be thrown on his face in
Hell Fire)
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Narated by Ahmad

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also said:
(Hell and paradise argued. Hell said: Only those who are tyrants and
arrogant enter me". Paradise said: ·Only those who are weak and needy
enter me". Allah said: "You are My punishment, with you l punish whom l
please. And you are My mercy, with you l bestow mercy on whom l please.
Every one of you will get its fill)
Narated by Bokhari & Muslim

Allah's righteous servants are humble
Those who believe and have faith appreciate Cod's blessings and are
grateful to Allah. They understand that their success is not solely due to
their effort but occured because of God's grace. The Our'an describes their
attitude of walking sofly on earth without arogance and of tuming t Ood
in prayer at night and seeking His torgiveness and protection. THey are
moderate and not extravagant in the way they live and spend:

 الخهلو خاطبهم وإذا هًا آلأزض غى تنثون آذ الزتن وعاذ{

٢1٣ الفرقان.4ب-± سلما قالوا
And the servants of (Allah) Most Gracious are those who walk on the earth

in humility, and when the ignorant address them, they say, "Peace!"
Al-Furqan 25:63

٢1٤ الفرقان» ج، وقما لجدًا لريهن ييثوت والذين ؤ
Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord prostrate and

standing:
A1-Furqan 25:64

4 -ج، غراما ن6 عذابها إ خهز عذاب عا اضرت زكنا تقولون وألذ+

]٦٥ [الفرقان:

Those who say: "Our Lord! avert from us the Wrath of Hell, for its Wrath is
indeed an affliction grievous,

Al-Furqan 25 : 65
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٢٦٦ قان/ الفر41 لإ±، ومقاما مشتقةا ساءت {إنها
"Evil indeed is it as an abode, and as a place to rest in";

Al-Furqan 25: 66

 ±،» قواما ذلك ي زكان يقروا ولز يترفوا نم أنقفوا إذا ولنيرين و
]٦٧ [الفرقان:

Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but
hold ajust (balance) between those (extremes);

AI-Furqan 25:67

Allah's righteous servants are also humble with those who have faith and
believe in Cod:

 وجثونتة: حه: يقز ألله يأى فتزف دييو، عن منكم يزتذ من :امثوأ أيين وينأا

 لزمة يحافون ولا ألله ستبيل فى جهوت الخيرين عل أعزة ألمؤييين عل أذأة

٢٥٤٠ لانة ج» غليلا قيع وألة يقا: من يؤته ألله فضل ذيق لأبي
O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon

will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him, lowly
with the Believers, mighty against the Rejecters, fighting in the Way of
Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the
Grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth. And Allah
encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things.

A1-Maeda 5:54
Such persons who are humble with others, Cod will increase their dignity
and will raise them up in honor. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
(Giving charity never decreases your wealth; and any person who forgives
another human being Allah will increase him in dignity; and any person
who humbles himself to Allah, Allah will raise him up in honor)
Narrated by Muslim.
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Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is our example of humility and good
manners

Allah ordered His messenger to be kind, humble and merciful with the
believers:

 خزلك من نفطواً القلب غليظ قظا وتزكت لهز لت أشه ين زخمة وفيما

 ألله إن ألة غى فتوكن غزنث فإذا الأز ق زشاوزهخ شخ وآنتغيز غهة فاغل

٢١٥٩ عمران: آل به ±، المتوكلين لحي

It is par of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them. Wert
thou severe or harsh-hearted, they would have broken away trom about thee:
s0 pass over (their faults), and ask for (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and
consult them in affairs (of moment). Then, when thou hast taken a decision,
put thy trust in Allah. For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him).

Al-lmran 3:159

٢٢١٥ [الشررى.+± المؤمي من أتبعك لمن جتاخك واخفض بز

And lower thy wing to the Believers who follow thee.
Ash-Shura'a 42:215

The Prophet (PBUH) exhibited humility and never elevated himself above
his companions. One day they stood up to greet him and he said:
(Do not glonify me as the Christians glorified the son of Mary, for I am a
servant of God; but say: The servant of Allah and His messenger")
Narated in Bokhan

Othman Bin Affan one of the prophet's companions and the third righteous
caliph said: (We accompanied the messenger ot Allah (PBUH) at home and
during travel. He used to visit our sick and witness our funerals, and fight
along side with us and share in whatever we had, whether it was plenty or
little)
Narrated by Ahmad.

Aesha (the prophet's wife) related that the messenger of Allah (PBUH) used
to mend his shoes, saw his clothes and work at home like any other Muslim.
(Narated by Baghawi).
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Humility is a sign of belief in God

The Our'an explains the attitude of those who have faith:
• When they are reminded with the signs of God they fall down

prostrating to God and they celebrate God's praises and are grateful
to Him
They are not arrogantه 
They stand up in prayer at nightه 
They call on God in hope and in fearه 
They share with others what God provides for themه 

 لا وهم زيهم يجند تتخواً لمجدًا خزوا ا ذكروا إذًا الرين بنايتنا يؤين إنما و

٢١ السجدة.ه4 ج@ ؟ يشتكبرو
Only those believe in Our Signs, who, when they are recited to them fall

down in adoration, and celebrate the praises of their Lord, nor are they
(ever) puffed up with pride.

As-Sajda 32:15

4 ه5 ينفثون نزفتهم قيئا وطمعا خزفًا تكم عون يذ المضاجع عن خوثهم {تتجاق

]١٦ [السجدة:

Their limbs do forsake their beds of sleep, the while they call on their Lord,
in Fear and Hope: and they spend (in charity) out of the sustenance which
We have bestowed on them.

As-Sajda32: 16

To be humble and kind with our parents is a sign of faith and belief in God.
Being good and kind to our parents comes second only to worshipping God
and serving Him:

 ألكز عذق يتلفن إما إختستاً قيالولدين إياة إلا تغجثزا ألأ زيك وقن٩«

 ج،» كريما فزلا ألهما وثل تهزمتا زلا أفر شتت تفل فلا كلاما أز أعامتا
٢٢٣ [الإسراء:
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Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to
parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to
them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in tems of
honour.

Al-lsra'a 17:23

4-± صغيرًا زكيانى كما أزنها زب وفل الزخمة من الذل ختاع لهما واخفن+

]٢٤ [الإسراء:
And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My

Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood."
A1-lsra'a17:24

Examples of Arrogant people mentioned in the Our'an
Satan (lblees) the Devil is described as arogant. retusing to prostrate to

Adam. though this was a direct order from God:

 من وان ونتكر أن إنين إلآ فسخذؤا لأذم أشجذوا يلتلنبكة ثا ء;إذ

٢٣٤ [البقرة< ،3- الغفر

And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam:" and they bowed
down: not so [blis: he refused and was haughty: he was of those who reject
Faith.

Al-Baqara 2: 34
Pharaoh was also described as arogant refusing to listen to the truth or
accept the clear signs of God

 الطي على يهمن لى فأزفذ غرب إلو من لكم علنث ما الملأ ينأثا فزعون زقا+

4= الكيديين مر لأظله. وذان شوسى إله إق أظلع لغي ضزخا ل قأخغل
]٣٨ [القصص:

Pharaoh said: "O Chiefs! no god do I know for you but myself: therefore, O
Haman! light me a (kiln to bake bricks) out of clay. and build me a lofiy
palace. that may ا mount up to the god of Moses: but as {ar as l am
concemed l think (Moses) is a liar!"

Al-0asas 28 : 38
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±4 يجثو لا إلبا أتهم زثوا الحق بقز ألأزض ق تجثوذة. هز واننتكز«
]٣٩ [القصص:

And he was arrogant and insolent in the land, beyond reason, he and his
hosts: they thought that they would not have to retum to Us!"

Al-0asas 28 : 39

Those who reject faith are also arrogant and refuse to submit to the truth
from their Lord, especially those who are rich and in power:

±4 ل كفؤون ي أزيلثم يمت إأ مزفوها قان إلأ تبذير ين قزية ف أتتلنا وقما
]٣٤ [سبأ:

Never did We send a Warner to a population, but the wealthy ones among
them said: "We believe not in the (Message) with which ye have been sunt."

SA Ba34:34

٢٢ تاه ويج» بمغذيين خ زما وأزا أتزً أغز خن «وقالواً
They said: "We have more in wealth and in sons, and we cannot be
punished."

Sa Ba34: 35

 إج> ج
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