
AL-ILM

(KNOWLEDGE)

Definition:

.To know is to understand and realize a matter according to realityه 
• A basic knowledge of religion is essential for every Muslim.
• To worship Allah and understand our accountability to Him
• To establish prayer, give Zakat and fast Ramadan
• To be good to our parents and families
• Tobe good in our character and behavior

lt is also incumbent upon every community to have some of its
members devote themselves to more detailed knowledge and
understanding of other aspects of religion such as the Our'an, Sunnah
and Fiqh (jurispnudence).

Proper knowledge corrects our belief and guides our behavior; useful
knowledge is that which helps and improves our hife as well as the life of
other people. We should do our best to seek such useful knowledge
spreading it so that others may enjoy its benefits. At the same time, we
should avoid knowledge that is hamful and may cause coruption and evil.

We Will Discuss The Following Concepts
• It is only through proper knowledge that we know Allah and

understand how best to serve Him.
• Seeking proper knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.
• Those endowed with knowledge are more conscious of their duty to

Allah.
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• Proper knowledge improves our character and behavior.
• Useful knowledge benefits others and guides them to the truth .

.We have an obligation not to hide our knowledgeه 
.We should be cautious as to how to use and spread knowledgeه 

.Useful knowledge will benefit us even after we dieه 
• Our knowledge is indeed limited compared to that of Allah who has

all encompassing knowledge.

HOW TO KNOW ALLAH

Who is Allah (God) and how can we appreciate His blessings; and
what is our role in life? The answer to these questions must come from
divine revelation for our human mind is limited in its ability to
comprehend certain issues that are unseen. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
told us to think of Alah as He described Himself and by looking at His
creation, rather than trying to understand the innate nature of God. The
Our'an confims this concept.

 جزذن أنتبو ف بلجذرت لين زذئوا جا فاذغوة أخنشت ألأما: «وير
٢١٨٠ [الأعراف:4 يعتملون كوأ6 ما

"Th٥ most beautifl names belong to Allah.: so call on Him by
them, but shun such men as use profanity in His names.: for what
they do, they will soon be reguited" (Al-Ara'f 7:180).

We understand that Allah is the Creator and that He provides for all
His creation.

 ي ن وشتتزةغهاً شتتقزما وتغللا رزثها آلله علل إلا آلأزض ف ذاكة من وذما

]٦ [هود: مين كتب

"Th٥re is no moving creatre on earth but its sustenance depends
on Allah.: He knows the time and place of its definite abode and its
temporary deposit: all is in a clear Record" (Hd ll :6).

Allah gave us our faculties of hearing, seeing and most importantly,
reasoning.
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 نغلو لا ئهتغخ بطون ين أخرجكم وألة«
٢٧٨٠ النحل1» ننزوت غكج والأنضرززآلأنيتة

 الشنع لكم وخنق تيا

" is He Who brought you forth from the wombs ofyour mothers
when ye knew nothing, and He gave you hearing and sight and
intelligence and affection.: that ye may give thanks (to Allah)"

(A-Mahl 16.٠78)

Allah taught mankind intelligent speech and gave him the ability to
think and reason. He also sent down the Our'an, God's words to guide
mankind to His way:

٢١ حن: [الر والختن»

"(Allah) Most Gracious!" (Ar-Rahman 55.:1

٢٢ من: [الر» اتفز:ان «غلم

"I٤ is He Who has taught the gur-an" (Ar-Rahman 55.:2)

٢٣ [الرن: الإنن» خلق و

"He has created man.:" (A٣-Rahman 55.3  ر

٢4 [الرعن: ، آتيان وعلقة

"He has taught him speech (and lntelligence)" (Ar-Rahman 55.:4)

enumerate, yet most

 كل ين ق:اتنكم م
٢٣٤ إبراهيم كفائ» تتلوم الإنن

The blessings of Allah are too numerous to
people are ungrateful:

 إث غشوما لا أشه بغتت تغثوا وإن ألثثوة ما

"And He gives you ofall that ye askfor. But ifye cout the favours
ofAllah, never will ye be able to mumber them. Verily, man is given
up to inustice and ingratitude" (lbrahim 14.:34)
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By contrast, Allah is tolerant with His servants. He knows their human
weaknesses and forgives their sins and shortcomings repeatedly.

٢١٨ [النحل: جمة»5 لغفوة آلة إ غضوناً لا أي بغتة تغثوا «قان

"Ifye would count wp the favours ofAllah, never would ye be able
to mumber them,: for Allah is 0ff-Forgiving, Most Mercifl"

(An-Nahl 16:18)

These examples cited from the Our'an gives us an idea about Cod as
the One Who cares for His subjects, provides for them, guides them, and
forgives their mistakes. By contrast, the idea of God that we may receive
from the Old Testament is that of a vengeful God who favors the
Children of Israel above all His creation; or we may envision a God who
has a dual nature, part divine and part human, as most Christians believe.
The Our'an wams us not to think of God in human temms for He is above
human comprehension.

 خن عق ومز قاكثوة -و ش كن خلق مز إلا رنة تكة$ أة وذيض:
٢١٠٢ الأنعام: وكيل( شيء

"That is Allah, your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of
all things,: then worship ye Him; and He has power to dispose ofall
affairs" (Al-An 'am 6:102)

٢١٠٣٠ الأنعام أليز» الطيا تمز الأنضر يذرف الأنضرزتهز ثنركة ولا

"No vision can grasp Him. But His grasp is over all vision.: He is
above all comprehension, yet is acquainted with all things"

(Al-Ana'm 6.:103)

Therefore, proper knowledge corrects our faith and belief. In fact,
knowledge precedes belief in God. Faith based on knowledge must lead
to obedience and submission. When we do that, we are promised more
divine guidance.

 تثرئفخ فخبتلة، يد تؤيثوأ زبلك ين أئةآلخق ألينة أورا أليت «ولتغلم
٢٥٤ الحج: شنتقير» جزطر إلآ :امثؤا أأيين لهاد ألة قإنن
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"And that those on whom knowledge has been bestowed may learn
that the (Our'an) is the Trth from thy Lord, and that they may
believe therein, and their hearts may be made humbly (open) to it.:
for verily Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Straight
Way" (A/-Haji 22:54)

SEEKING KNOWLEDGE IS A DUTY

The first verses of the Our'an that were revealed extolled the virtue of
leaming. The order came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to read,

٢١ )العلق: خلق» آليى زيك يأشر «أقزأ

"Proclaim! (or Read!) hn the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who
created" (Al-Ala'4٩ 96:1)

٢٢ [العلق: علق» من الإنن خلق«

"Created man, out oa (mere) clot ofcongealed blood."
(A/-Ala'٩ 96.:2)

٢٣ العلق،1» الأزم وتق وأفزا

"Proclaim! and thy Lord is Most Bountifl," (Al-Ala'4 96.:3)

٢4 [العلق:» بالقلم علذز «اليى

"He Who taught (the use 0f) the Pen," (A/-Ala'g 96.4)

٢٥ [العلق:» يغة لذ ما الإننق وغلة

"Taught man that which he knew not" (A/-Ala'q 96: 5)

These verses illustrate the great blessing of Allah in teaching
mankind. We leam the importance of reading, searching for the truth and
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acquiring knowledge. The order came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to
seek knowledge,

٢١١٤ [طه: علما» زذى زب وقل و

"but say, 0 my Lord! advance me in knowledge" (Ta Ha 20. 114)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the duty of every Muslim to
seek knowledge,

Anas Bin Malik related that Allah's messenger (PBUH) said,
"Seeking knowledge is an obligation of every Muslim."

Narrated by lbn Majja

As we explained previously, it is essential for every Muslim to have a
basic knowledge of the essential concepts of Islam. It is also the
responsibility of each community to be self-sufficient by having scholars
that can guide and advise others.

 طابفة تتهج فزفة كل ين تقز فلز كافة" لتنيروا المؤمنون ك ونا
4 لعأهزخذئوت إلهي زخثزا إذا فزمهز ولينذروا الذين ف تنتقفهوا

٢١٢٢ [التوبة:

"Nor should the Believers all goforth together: ifa contingentfrom
every erpedition remained behind, they could devote themselves to
studies in religion, and admonish the people when they return to
them, that thus they (may leam) to guard themseles (against evil)"

(A/-Tawba 9:122)

THOSE WHO KNOW UNDERSTAND THEIR DUTY

Those who understand the Our'an and its message realize how deeply
they are indebted to Allah for all His blessings and guidance. They know
His power and majesty and they appreciate His mercy and forgiveness;
therefore, they fear Him the most, are the most obedient and pious and
they are foremost in all good deeds.
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٢٥٧ الومنون: شفففون» تهم خشية ين هم الذين وإن

"yerily those who live in aweforfear oftheir Lord;"
(A/-Mumenoun 23.:57)

]٥٨ [المؤمنون:4 يؤمنون زيهم بقايت هم والرين و

"Those who believe in the Signs oftheir Lord,:" (Al-Mumenoun 23.58)

٢٥٩ يشركوالؤمون: لا بريهم هم والذين{

"Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord;"
(A/-Mumenoun 23.:59)

٢٦٠ الؤمون:» زجون يه: إى أتهم زجلة وثويهم :اتوا ما يؤنون {وأين

"And those who dispense their charity with their heartsfll offear,
because they will retun to their Lord,:" (A/-Mumenou 23.:60)

٢٦١ المؤمنون:» تبقون لما زفة اخرت فى يرغون «أزلتك

"I is these who hasten in every good work, and these who are
foremost in them" (A[-Mumenoun 23.:61)

A similar verse illustrating the concept that those of knowledge and
understanding fear God the most is,

٢٢٨ [ناطر: غفور» غرير آلة إ الغلؤا عبادو من آة خنى «إا

"Those truly fear Allah, among His Servans, who have knowledge:
for Allah is Eralted in Might, Ofi-Forgiing" (Fatir 35.:28)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,
·Amongst you I know Alah the best, and fear ا him the most.'

Muslim
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PROPER KNOWLEDGE IMPROVES OUR BEHAVIOR

The purpose of religion is to make us aware of our accountability to
Allah, to improve our character and behavior and to make us better
human beings helping others and guiding them to Allah.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained that proper knowledge of
religion does indeed makes us better ifwe possess the right character and
a keen intelligence.

Abou Horaira related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "You will
find the people of different sorts; the best among them in Jaheleyya (state
of ignorance before lslam) are the best among them in lslam if they lear
and achieve knowledge."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim.

Those endowed with knowledge will understand the truthfulness in
the Our'an and that it guides to a straight path.

 إن ونهد ألخق مز تتدك من إلند أنز أليى اليتم أوثرً أين قزى«
]٦ [سبأ: آخيد» الغزيز صرط

"And those to whom knowledge has come see that the (Revelation)
sent down to thee from thy Lord, that is the Truth, and that it
guides to the Path ofthe Exalted (in Might), Worthy ofall praise"

- (SaB'a 34:6)

Those who know, understand that the life of this world and its allure is
transient, what is important is to prepare for our eventual accountability;
therefore, they are devoted to Allah, seeking His forgiveness and
pleasure, and hoping for His mercy. Only those with understanding and
insight remain focused on the Hereafter as their goal.

 فن زيد تخة قزجوا الأجرة غذو وفايما اجا ألل :انا: فيث هز وأثن
٢٩ الزمر:1 ااتب» أزلوا تحذز رئفا تغلفون لآ وي.ين يغقون أي.ين ينوى قل

"Is one who worships devoutly during the hours of the night
prostrating himself or standing (in adoration), who takes heed of
the Hereafter, and who places his hope in the Mercy of his Lord,
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(like one who does not)? Say.: "Are those equal, those who know
and those who do not know? I٤ is those who are endued with
understanding that receive admonition" (Az-2umar 39.9)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) gave us the example of two different
types of people concemning divine guidance:

.One who accepts divine guidance, leamns and teaches othersه 
The second refuses divine guidance and does not benefit himself orه 
others.

Abou Musa related that Allah's messenger (PBUH) said,
"The example of the guidance and knowledge that Allah sent me with

is that of a heavy rain that reached a land; part of it was pure and it
accepted the water and it produced vegetations and plants that others ate
from. Part of the land was not fertile, but it held the water, and Allah
helped mankind. They drank the water, irrigated and planted. Another
part of the land did not hold any water, nor did it produce any vegetation.
Such is the example of the one who leamed and understood the religion
of Allah and benefited from what Allah sent with me; he leamed and
taught others. The other example is that of the person who did not benefit
others, nor accepted Allah's guidance."

Narrated in Bokhari and Muslim

We leam from this saying of the Prophet:
• It is our obligation to sTudy, understand and accept divine guidance.
• tis also our duty to teach others and spread useful knowledge.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized that those who strive to
leam the Our'an and teach others are truly the best in any community.

Othman related that Allah's messenger (PBUH) said,
"The best amongst you is he who lears the Our'an and teaches it."

Narrated in Bokhari

USEFUL KNOWLEDGE BENEFITS OTHERS

It is the blessing and mercy of Allah that He sent His messengers to
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infomm and teach their people their religion. The prophets applied the
message in their character and behavior and became our examples to
follow. The Our'an explains the great blessing of Allah in sending
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to guide his people and teach them.

 :اتته، علتهم تلوا أنفيهم ين زشولأ فهم بعث إذ الثؤييين عكى ألله من {لفذ

 زأج'إ, فالها ل غزا اتخدةلخنة.يا نبز: تضة

"Allah did confer a great favour on the Believers when He sent
among them a Messengerfrom among themselves, rehearsing unto
them the Sgns ofAllah, sanctifying them, and instrwcting them in
Scripture and Wisdom, while before that, they had been in manifest
error" (Al-lmran 3:164)

We are advised to spread useful knowledge from the Sunnah, as this
will surely help others. Sometimes, we may not fully understand the text
or implications of the Prophet's (PBUH) sayings, however, others may
understand it better.

Ibn Masoud related that Alah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
«May Allah make the face beaming and happy, the one who hears my

saying, understands it, memorizes it and relates it; for it is possible that
someone may carry knowledge to someone else who is more
knowledgeable. Three things that a believer does; he does not hold a
gnudge or feel envy in his heart. He is to be sincere and devoted in his
work for the sake of Allah; he is to give sincere and sound advice to
Muslim leaders; and he is to keep close to the congregation of Muslims,
because their reward and Du'aa (prayers) reach those close to them."

Narrated by Termedhi and Ibn Majja

It is a blessing from Allah that He guides His servants and gives them
the ability to leam and understand. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,
"Whomever Allah wants something good for him, He will let him
understand and master his religion."

Narated by Bokhari and Muslim.
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SPREAD USEFUL KNOWLEDGE

On the Day of Judgment, we will be asked to account for the
knowledge that Allah has imparted to us.

Abou Barza Al-Aslamy related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
"Every one will be asked to account for four things on the Day of

Judgment. He will be asked about his whole life and what did he do with
it; about his youth, did he waste it or use it properly; about his money,
how did he eam it and how did he spend it; and about his knowledge,
what did he do with it?"

Narrated by Temmedhi

If we do our job and teach others by spreading useful knowledge, our
status will be elevated and we will be with Allah's angels as our witness
is accepted.

 آلة تفضح قأفخوا ألفجيس ى تفشخوا لكز فل إذا :امنوا آليين «بثأا
 ألوذ أوثرا ولنبين يكة :انثوا أكنين أشه تزفع فانكزوا أنثزوا فل تإةا لكز

٢١١ [المجادلة: خبير» تعملون يما واللة ذزخنر

"Allah will raise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those ofyou
who believe and who have been granted Knowledge. And Allah is
well-acguainted with all ye do" (A[-Muadelah 58.11)

And:

 رلا إلة لا بالقنط فابا اتيتم وولوا والنلتبكة مز إلا إنة لا أئمة أقة «فهد
]١٨ عمران: [آل الخكي( الغزيز هو

"There is no god but He.: that is the witness ofAllah, His angels,
and those endued with knowledge. standing firm on .ustice ز There
is no god but He the Exalted in Power, the Wise" (Al-lmran 3:18)

ln contrast, if we hide useful knowledge we are threatened with
a severe punishment.
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Abou Horaira related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
Whoever was asked about something that he knows well, but he hid

that knowledge and kept it to himself, on the Day of Judgment he will be
harnessed with a harness 0f fire."

Narrated by Termedhi, Ahmad, Abou Dawood, Nesa'ee and Hakim

The Our'an denounces and condemns those who hide the knowledge
of the Our'an, unless they repent, amend their conduct and explain the
truth.

 ق للناس بيئة ما بغد ين ولثة أليتك ين أنزلنا ما يخفون أي.ين وإن

٢١٥٩ البقرة:1 الليثو» وينئهم ألله يلغهم ألتبك الكتب

"Those who conceal the Clear (Signs) We have sent down, and the
Guidance, afier we have made it clear for the People in the Book,
on them shall be Allah's curse, and the curse of those entitled to
curse" (A[-Bagara 2.:159)

 آللأجيز» آلقؤاك وأنا تهج أثو قأزتب زيوا وأضنخرا كابوا النزين «رلا
٢١٦٠ [البقرة:

"Except those who repent and make amends and openly declare
(the Truth).: to them I turn; for I am Of-Retrning, Most Mercifl"

(Al-Bagara 2:160)

We should be cautious of what to say or the type of knowledge
imparted

Whenever we encounter a verse of the Our'an, or saying of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), we should try to understand its meaning and how
we can apply its principle to our life. Ifwe are sincere, Allah will guide
our hearts and minds to the truth.Sonetimes, We -may not be able to
comprehend the meaning or implication of Divine Revelation. A verse of
the Our'an or a Hadith may seem illogical or impractical, we may then be
tempted to make a judgment that such a text is irrelevant to our time or
may even reject such a Hadith as not authentic. We have taken our mind
and judgment as superior to the Word of God. We understand Divine
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Revelation and interpret it according to our own intellect and we are
ordered in the Our'an to think and reflect, but our minds are fallible and
our understanding and knowledge is limited especially in metaphysical
areas. To accept or reject divine text according to what we consider
appropriate is a trap that our minds make appealing and logical to us. The
next step is to accept what we like, and reject what we dislike. Such a
pitfall has been committed by others in the past, and still plagues many in
our time.

The Our'an wams us not to follow our desires in interpreting its
verses. We should refer any verse that is subject to interpretation to other
verses that are basic and clear and we should follow the spirit and
essential guidelines of lslam.

 وأخز العتب م من لخنث انت بنه ألقب غلتيك أزن البق «مز
 وانيقا: اليقنة أنيفا: بنة نقبة ما فيثغون تغ ثلوبهذ ى آليين قأا منيها

 ين نة بد :اا يخولون العلم ى يسخون والز ألة إلا تأويلة: تغلم وما تأويله،
٤٧ عمراً: آل الألب» أزلوا إلا يئز قا تناً عند

"He it is Who has sent down to thee the Book, in it are verses basic
or fndamental (of established meaning), they are the foundation
of the Book.: others are allegorical. But those in whose hearts is
perversity follow the part thereof that is allegorical. Seeking
discord, and searching for its hidden meanings, but no one knows
its tre meanings ercept Allah. And those who areirmly grounded
in knowledge say.: "We believe in the Book; the whole ofit isfrom
our Lord.:" and none will grasp the Message ercept men of
wnderstanding" (Al-Imran 3 .:7)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) sought Allah's protection from
knowledge that was useless or hamful.

Zaid bin Arqam related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
"O Allah I seek protection and refuge in You from infimity, laziness,
covetousness, cowardliness, and old age; and from the suffering of the
grave. O Allah give my soul its righteousness and purify it, You are the
best to purify my soul, You are its Guardian and Protector. O Allah I
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seek refuge in You from knowledge that is not useful (or harmful), and
from a heart that does not submit to You, and from a soul that is never
satisfied, and from a prayer that is not answered nor responded to."

Narrated by Muslim.

OUR KNOWLEDGE IS INDEED LIMITED

Some feel happy and mighty because of the knowledge that they
possess, and may even become arrogant. The Our'an wams against such
an attitude.

 ما بهم زخات العلم ين عندهم يما فرخوا بأتييتت زشلهم خا:تهم «فلقا

]٨٣ [غافر:4 ينتهز:ون به، ثوا6

"For when their Messengers came to them with Clear Signs, they
exulted in such knowledge (and skill) as they had; but that very
(Wrath) at which they were wont to scoffhemmed them in"

(Ghafr 40:83)

The Our'an reminds us that no matter how much knowledge we
possess, there is someone who knows mOre.

٢٧٦ [يوسف:4 غليلا علو ذى كل زقزق كنا: ذتجنتومن تزقغ و

"W٥ raise to degrees (of wisdom) whom We please: but over all
endued with knowledge is One, the Al-Knowing" (Yusuf 12.:76)

Our knowledge is limited, especially in matters that we have no proof
of or have not witnessed. Such "Unseen" matters as God, His angels, the
Day of Judgment, our Fate, etc.

 قبيلا» إلا أليتم ين أويثم نتا نق أتر من آلث في آللأوح غي «قنلونل
]٨٥ [الإسراء:

"They ask thee concerning the Spirit (of inspiration). Say: "The
Spirit (comes) by command of my Lord.: ofknowledge it is only a
little that is communicated to you, (O men!)" (Al-Isra'a 17:85)
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The more we study and acquire knowledge, the more we should
realize that our knowledge is indeed limited, and that what we do not
know far exceeds that which we do know. This conclusion should prompt
us to be more humble and considerate.

REWARDS OF KNOWLEDGE

Working hard to leam, improve our behavior, teach others and spread
useful knowledge has a great reward.

Abou Horaira related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
"Whoever relieves the distress of a believer in this life, Allah will

relieve his distress on the Day of Judgment. Whoever makes it easy for a
Muslim who is in difficulty, Allah will makes it easy for him in this life
and in the Hereafter; and whoever covers the faults of a Muslim or
shields him, Allah will cover his faults and will shield him in this life and
in the Hereafter. Allah will continue to help His servant as long as he is
helping his brother. Whoever seeks a path to knowledge, Allah will make
it easier for him to seek a path to Paradise. Whenever a group of people
gather in the House of Allah reciting the Book of Allah and studying it
amongst themselves, until peace and tranquility descends upon them and
Allah's mercy encompasses them and the angels surround them, and
Allah mentions them to those in His presence; whoever his deeds are few
and fails to improve, his heritage cannot help him."

Narrated by Muslim

We leam from this Hadith:
• Seeking knowledge is a path that guides us to Paradise.
• When we recite and study the Our'an Allah's blessings suround us:

• Peace and tranquility.
• Allah's mercy.
• Allah's angels surround us.
• Alah mentions our activity to His angels.

• What is important is our good deeds and effort, not our noble
ancestry.

• Ifwe are helping others. Allah will help us.
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The good deeds that we start and continue to do in our life, will help
us after we die providing others are benefiting from our effort and
example.

Abou Horaira related that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
"Once man dies all his deeds cease except for three: A charity that its

benefit is continuing; or a useful knowledge that benefit others; or a good
son or daughter who prays on his behalf."

Narrated by Muslim

A scholar who teaches others and spreads useful knowledge is more
valuable than a person who puts all his energies into prayers and fasting.
The latter helps himself; the forer helps others.

Ali Bin Abi Talib said,
"The scholar is better than the person who is fasting, standing in

prayer and striving. When a scholar dies Islam loses a great deal, such a
loss cannot be replaced except by a scholar like him."

Narrated in Lesan Al-Arab

He also said,
"Knowledge is better than money, knowledge will guard you, while

you guard your money; knowledge rules, while money is being ruled;
money will decrease when it is spent, but knowledge increases when it is
spread."

Narrated by Chazali

BENEFITS OF KNOWLEDGE

• It is necessary before firm belief settles in our hearts
• It allows us to understand our obligations towards Allah
• It guides us to Paradise
• lt improves our character and behavior
• It benefits other people and guides them to the truth
• It renders us humble, sincere and willing to help
• Its reward continues even after we die and our deeds cease
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