
be our guide in this discussion. Both the Our'an and the Sunnah were
divinely inspired, and as such have no errors. These two great sources of
knowledge should be our guide and criterion by which we live our life as
righteous individuals aware of our accountability to God.

EIMAN (BELIEF)
Definition:

When the Angel of Revelation Jibreel (Gabriel) asked Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) about belief, Muhammad (PBUH) defined it as,

"Belief is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers,
and the Last Day and to believe in Oadar (Fate), its good and its bad both
from Allah."

Narrated by Muslim

The Our'an stresses that belief is not empty words, but must be
confimmed with our behavior and by our character. The Our'an refers to
the believers as "Those who believe and do good.'

What Does Belief in God Entai?

Belief in Allah means that we believe that there is no god except the
One God and it is He Who created us and Who cares for all His servants;
He is our Creator and our Lord; and no one but God deserves to be
worshipped or served. Cod has all the attributes of perfection as He
described Himself and as His Messenger (PBUH) described Him.

Belief in God's Angels:

We cannot see Angels, they are creatures that are different from
human beings, they are pure and sublime who obey God and serve Him
performing various functions including the following:

• Delivering God's message to His Prophets.
• Recording our actions and sayings.
• They pray for seeking forgiveness on the behalf of those who

believe.
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• They praise God.
• They guard Heaven and Hell.
• They take our souls at the time of death.

Belief in God's divine Books:

God sent divine revelation to guide mankind to His straight way.
These Books include:

• The Torah revealed to Prophet Moses
• The Gospel revealed to Prophet Jesus
• The Our'an revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Earlier divine revelation was altered by man, but the Our'an was
safeguarded from alteration because of a promise God made Himself;
therefore, the Our'an is our criterion of what is correct and it contains
guidelines that direct us in our hife.

Belief in God's Messengers:

Messengers were human beings chosen by God and prepared to
deliver His message to their communities and people. They were human
beings of high morals and noble character. They applied God's message
to themsel and they lived their lives accordingly; therefore, they
becamne exanples for us to emulate. We leam from their character, from
their patience, detemination and wisdom. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
was God's last messenger and as such was sent to all mankind. His
message is applicable at all times.

Belief in the Day of Accountability:

After we die, we will be resurected in order to stand judgment. We
will have to account for all our deeds. Those who obeyed God and His
messengers will be rewarded in Heaven. Those who rejected faith,
disobeying God and only following their vain desires will be punished in
Hell. We enter Heaven not only by virtue of our good deeds, but by the
mercy of God.

Our etemal life begins when we die. At that time, we are shown our
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place in Heaven or Hell. The grave is the first stage of our Hereafter and
it is where our reward or punishment will begin.

Belief in Fate:

Nothing happens without the will and decree of God for He knows
what will occur in the future. Our job is to live our life as He
commanded us and to accept our fate that He willed for us. We must be
patient and persevere during adversity not loosing hope, but work to
change our fate to another fate that God may destine and will for us. We
are grateful to God for His blessings, but understand that our money may
be a test and a trial for us. We do not look at adversity as punishment but
rather as a test from God.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
BELIEF AND ISLAM

A person may submit to God in lslam but may not have a solid or firm
belief, and when tested he may relinquish his belief in God. Belief in God
means submitting to His orders and accepting His will; therefore, every
believer is a Muslim. Alternately, the reverse may not be true; not every
Muslim is necessarily a believer. The Our'an explains,

 ق الإينن خل يذ وكثا أنتفا فركزا ولكن تزينوا ثم فل :اكا الأغراث وقالك

 غفو:تجيم» أكه رن تنتأً أغتلغز ين تلغكم لا وتموا، أة تطغوا وإن قلويكز

]١٤ [الحجرات:

"The desert Arabs say, "We believe". Say, "Ye, have no Faith, but
ye (only) say, 'We have submitted our wills to Allah, 'for not yet has
Faith entered your hearts. But ifye obey Allah and His Messenger,
He will not belittle any ofyour deeds: for Allah is Ofi-Forgiving,
Most Mercifl" (Al-Hierat 49:14)

We learn from this Our'anic verse that belief has to take root in our
hearts before we are true believers. Shaky belief will be severely tested
whenever we are subjected to tests and trials.
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Belief and lslam in many cases coexist and are synonymouS,
complementing one another. Belief also denotes piety or righteousness.

WHO ARE THE BEST OF BELIEVERS ?

If we believe in Cod and obey His orders and take His messenger as
our example then our behavior and character will improve. The more we
believe in God, the better we become as human beings. We acknowledge
God's blessings by thanking Him by helping others who need our help;
therefore, we become humble, caring and forgiving. We do not ie or
cheat others rather we are honest and sincere. This meaning was
explained by Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) when he said,

"The best among the believers and those utmost in belief are those
who are best and most noble in character."

Narrated by Termedhi, Abou Dawood and Ahmad

BELIEF IMPLIES GOOD DEEDS
AND NOBLE CHARACTER

Belief is not empty words that we utter rather it is righteous behavior
and a noble character that truly confirm what we believe. The Our'an
tells us that we are going to be tested and tried until our true nature
emerges.

٢٢ المتكبر:1 يفتلون» لا ومخ :اما يقولوا أن يتزكوا أن وأخيبآلئان

"Do men think that they will be lefi alone on saying, "We helieve"
and that they will not be tested?" (A4/-Ankabut 29.2)

 الكذبين ولنتلفن ضذفوا اأنبر أشة قليغتف فيهة ين اليدين فكا ولفذ و
]٣ [العنكبوت:

"We did test those before them, and Allah will certainly know those
who are trefrom those who are false" (Al-Ankabut 29.3)
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We should leam from our tests and trials and advance morally and
spiritually. This improved belief and better understanding of our
responsibility and duty should be reflected in our behavior towards
others.

We serve God by helping those among His servants who need our
help. We also exhibit our fim belief in God in our character and in how
we tumn to God. The Our'an emphasizes that true belief is-not just rituals
of worship, but more importantly, it is proper behavior under duress and
good character.

 يائه :امن من البز ولكن والمقرب التقري فل زخرفكم ثؤأروا أن اليز وتن

 ذوى خت، عن المال ذ:اق وليجتن والكتب والملبكة ألأخر وآلتزم
 الخلوة وأفار ألزقا تي ولشابين آلشيل وآن وآلمتكن وآلتتقي الفز

 وآنفزاء البأاء ق والضيرن عهذوا إذا بعهدهم والموفور اللأكة ذ:اى
٢١٧٧ البقر:1 النفرة» هم وأولتبك ضذثوا اثنين أزتبك البأس وجن

"I is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or
West; but it is righteousness to believe in Allah and the Last Day,
and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of
your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for
the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, andfor the ransom
ofslaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practise regular charity, to
fill the contracts which ye have made, and to befim and patient,
in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughou all periods of
panic. Such are the people oftruh, the God-fearing"

(A/-Bagara 2.177)

This Our'anic verse describes ten characteristics that define those
who believe, those who are truthful, and those who are righteous. These
characteristics are:

1. Belief in God
2. Belief that we are indeed accountable to Cod
3. Belief in God's angels
4. Belief in God's divine revelation, His Book, the Our'an
5. Belief in God's messengers by following their orders and their

example
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6. To help the poor and needy and those related to us and those who
need our help and to spend our money in charitable causes. This
money was provided to us by Cod, and spending it in His cause
confims our belief in Him.

7. To establish regular prayer, thus celebrating God's praises and
becoming close to Him and receiving His guidance and blessings.

8. To give regular charity, for it is our duty and obligation to help
others and to establish social justice. Charity has been repeated
twice in this verse to emphasize the importance of giving and
helping others.

9. To fulfill our contracts and to be faithful to our promises. Trust
must be gained by honesty and fulfilling our trusts.

10. To be patient and persevere in all types of difficulty and adversity,
not loosing hope of God's mercy or rejecting faith because we are
being subjected to tests and trials.

It should be noted that these qualities are those of the tnue and
righteous servants of God and it is they who are the true believers. ln
other words to deserve to be considered a tnue believer, we must exhibit
these qualities and we must be truthful and sincere. Doing these deeds
confimm that we are indeed righteous and pious and that we understand
our duty towards God and our accountability to Him.

How we live our life deterines whether we believe in God and
understand our accountability to Him, or whether we reject faith. If we
live our life following Cod's orders and behave in a truthful righteous
manner, then we are indeed true believers. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
explained this concept when he was asked by a man, "0 messenger of
Allah, tell me about lslam a saYing that l have no need to ask amyone
afieryou! " He said,

Say, '[ believe in Allah, and straighten your affairs.
Narrated by Muslim

What the Prophet (PBUH) was referring to as Istiama (living our
life straight and upright) denotes that our belief' did in fact influence our
behavior and character. This is further explained in the Our'an:

 ولا تخافوا ألا النبكة عتهن تنزان تتتفنوا ثخ ألة زثا فالو آلنع «إن
٢٣٠ [نصلك:4 ثرغذوت كثة الى يالئة وأبروا تخزنوا
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"I the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah," and, frther,
stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time
to time).: "Fear ye not!" (they suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the
Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), that which ye were
promised!" (Fsselat 41 :30)

In other words, the realization that Allah is our Lord and that He
knows what we are doing implies that we understand our accountability
to Him. That understanding should dictate our behavior and how we deal
and interact with others, helping those who need our help; being kind,
forgiving and merciful; being honest and sincere; doing our work to the
best of our ability; fulfilling our promises; being patient, persevering and
constant; and loving for others what we love for ourselves. If we have this
degree and this kind of Eiman (belief) then indeed we believe in Allah.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that someone who believes in
Allah must not be vulgar, backbite or commit shameful deeds:

Abdullah bin Masoud (May Allah be pleased with him) related that
the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"A believer is not the one who back-bites or curses others; neither is
he vulgar in speech or does he use bad language."

Narrated by Temmedhi, Ahmad and Hakim

Emphasizing the importance of good character and righteous
behavior, the Prophet (PBUH) also said,

Abou Ad-Darda'a (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"There is nothing that carries more weight in the scale of a believer on
the Day of Judgment than a good and noble character; for Allah dislikes
the one who is vulgar in speech and shameful in deeds."

Narrated by Temmedhi and Abou Dawood

BELIEF IMPLIES PATINENCE
AND PERSEVERANCE

Allah told us in the Our'an that we are going to be tested and tried.
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The nature and degree of the test varies from one person to another. We
should understand that being tested and tried is the nom; and that we
should leam, improving ourselves and becoming committed. The test and
trial is intended to purify our souls and improve our character and
behavior. The Our'an states,

٢٣١ [عمد: أخازؤ» وتجتزا والضر.ين بنك المجهدين نغلة ختؤ «زلتتثزكج

"And We shall tr you until W test those among you who strive
their wtmost and persevere in patience, and We shall try your
reported (mettle)" (Muhammad 47.31)

We should not look at our tests and trials as unfair or as a punishment;
rather it is our opportunity to show our belief in God by exhibiting
patience and increasing our faith. We also eam rewards and our sins are
remitted if we are true in the face of adversity and do not reject faith.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained this concept,

Abou Horaira and Abi Sa'eed (May Allah be pleased with both of
them) related that the messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"Whatever afflicts the believer of pain and suffering, tiredness, illness,
sorrow, even womying about something, till Allah remits by it some of
his sins."

Narrated by Bokhari and Mushim

Not everyone is capable of exhibiting this degree of belief. Only those
who are true believers are capable of being patient during adverse
situations, yet humble and thankful to God when they are enjoying His
blessings. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,

Sohaib (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said,

"I wonder for the affairs of the believer, all his affair is good for him.
This fate belongs only to the believer; if he is experiencing a blessing, he
is grateful to Allah and it is good for him and counts in his favor; and if
he is experiencing an adversity or difficulty, he is patient and perseveres,
and it is good for him and counts in his favor."

Narated by Muslim
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BELIEF IMPLIES ACCEPTING GOD'S WHLL

It is the realization that all our affairs are controlled by God; therefore,
our duty is to be humble and avoid arrogance for our success was willed
by Cod and our efforts could have easily failed! The difficulty we are
experiencing is willed by God and He knows what we are going through.
If we are patient and not loose faith in Him, then He will reward us;
however, if we reject faith and show how shallow our belief in Him is,
then we do not deserve His blessing or His help.

The essential elements of our belief in fate include the following:
1. Nothing happens without the knowledge and permission of God.
2. Allah isjust and He will not place a burden on any soul more than

it can bear.
3. There is a reason behind Allah's fate and decree, for He knows

what is good for us, and we may not.
4. Whatever good Allah has destined for us, no one can prevent it

from reaching us; similarly whatever adversity or difficulty Allah
wills for us, no one but Allah can protect us from such fate.

The Our'an explains that no one has control over our fate, not the
good or the bad except for Allah!

 زالا قلا يختر برزق قإ مز إلا آلة: كايف قلا بخز ألله ينسنك «قإن

٢١٠٧ [يونس: القفوزالزجيه وهز عباد، من يشا من يهء يصيب لفضله،

"[fAah do touch thee with hut, there is none can remove it but
He: ifHe do design some beneft for thee, there is none can keep
back His favour: He causes it to reach whomsoever ofHis servants
He pleases. And He is the Oft-Forgiving, Most Mercifl"

(Ys 10:107)

Ifwe believe that no one can harm us except as God wills, then we are
not worried, afraid or apprehensive of what the future may bring. We
have done our duty and we trust God's judgment. If we are in difficulty,
God knows about it, and we do the best that we can. At the same time,
we are certain that if God wills something good for us, it will happen and
no one can cheat us out of it. This way we are not sorry or sad because
good things may have passed us by or we may not have received what we
worked so hard to achieve for it was just not meant to be.
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 أن قبل كترين ى إلا أنفيكم ق ولا آلأزض في ثصيبة من أضاب وما
٢٢٢ اخديد،1 يسير» الله غل ذبك إ كرماً

"No misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is
recorded in a decree before We bring it into existence.: that is trwly
easyfor Allah.:" (Al-Hadeed 57.22)

 غنا ن غث لا وأقة :انكز بنا تفرخوا زلا فاتكم ا عن نأتزة ولكلا
]٢٣ [الحديد: فحور»

"I order that ye may not despair over matters that pass you by,
nor exult over favors bestowed upon you. For Allah loves not amy
vainglorious boaster," (Al-Hadeed 57.23)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) further explained this concept of fir
belief in Oadar (Fate) as follows:

Ebada bin As-Samit (May Allah be pleased with him) related that he
said to his son, 0 my son you will notfind the tre nature and sweetness
of belief until you kno» that what afflicted you was not about to miss
you, and what missed you was not about to afflict you. ' I have heard the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) say:

"The first thing that Allah created was the pen. He said to it, 'Write'
The pen said, 'O Lord ! What should I write?' He said, 'Write the fate
and destiny of everything till the time of the Hour.' O my son ! l have
heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) say, 'Whoever dies not believing
in this, he does not belong to me and is not following me.""

Narrated by Abou Dawood, Termedhi and Ahmad

We learn from this Hadith (saying of the Prophet) that everything is
known to God, whatever we d0 or will do, whatever happened in the past
or is happening now or will happen in the future. His knowledge
encompasses everything. He knows what we will do before we know it
and before we embark on our deeds; however, we are only accountable
after we do something. not before our actions are done.
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It does not serve any purpose to say, "IfI only did this ! then things
would have been different." This only causes remorse and sorrow and
does not change the facts. Regrets do not help. This concept is explained
by the Prophet's (PBUH) saying:

Abi Horaira (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"The believer who is strong is better and more beloved to Allah than
the believer who is weak; there is good in both of them. Be careful and
do what is good for you and seek help in Allah, but do not panic. Ifyou
experience some difficulty do not say, ' IfI only did this, things would
have been different,' but say, ' Whatever Allah willed came to pass, and
whatever He decrees happens," because ' If opens the door for Satan and
his evil work."

Narrated by Muslim

Our duty in believing in @adar is to understand and accept that Allah
knows what is best for us and to accept His will, our Fate. We should not
question His Judgment rather we should accept it with a good heart. We
should work and struggle to change our fate to another fate that Cod may
will for us.

BELIEF IMPLIES OBEDIENCE

If we believe that Allah is our Lord and that He has full control, then
we must obey His orders as well as the orders of His Messenger (PBUH).
If we disobey Allah's orders and follow our own whims and desires, then
we have rejected Allah as our Lord and Master.

The Our'an explains that true belief means loving Allah for all His
blessings, hence following and obeying His orders. Since Prophet
Muhammad brought us Allah's message and explained to us how we use
the Our'an in our life, then we should obey the orders of the Prophet
(PBUH) as God's messenger.

 غفوة وأشة ذويز" لز ننهز أقة نخبنكم قائبيغونى أنله تجثون كثذ إن ثن و

٢٣١ عمران: [آل أجيلا(
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"Say.: [fye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you andforgive
you your sins; for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Mercifl"

(Al-Imran 3:31)

Following the Prophet's orders without hesitation or arguments 1s
a criterion of tnue belief.

 أنفيهم ق يجذواً لا ثم بنهز شجز فينا يخخوذ ختن يؤيو ززتلا «فلا
٢٦٥ [النساء:4 تنيما ويتلموا قضيت تكا4 خز

"But no, by Your Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they
make thee judge in all disputes between them, and find in their
souls no resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with the
fillest conviction" (An-Nesa'a 4.:65).

Many times we may not like an order from God or His Messenger
(PBUH), and we try to find excuses to justify not obeying that order.
Such an excuse may be that the order is not relevant anymore, or is
difficult to apply under our curent situation, or what is important is the
spirit not the application. They are all excuses to avoid, for we know
what we are supposed to do and follow. If we have complete and tnue
faith then we would not hesitate or argue about such an order.

The fact of the matter is that we really have no choice or options
except to obey the Divine order for if we disobey we cannot claim the
status of believers and we lose guidance.

 من آتتتيزة لهم يكون أن أمزا ززشرة: ألة فى إذا مؤينة ذلا لمؤمن &ن «وما

٢٣٦ الأحزاب:» شيكا ضللا ضل ففذ ؤزشولة، آلة يغص ومن أمرهز

"I٤ is not ftingfor a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has
been decided by Allah and His Messenger to have any option about
their decision: ifanyone disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he is
indeed on a clearly wrong Path" (Al-Ahzab 33.:36)

What the messenger of Allah is inviting us to do is corect and allows
us to gain moral and spiritual life as well as to gain the pleasure of Allah.
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 واغلفوا خيكخ ينا ذعاز إذا و#شول يله أنتجيبوا :اتوا لنيرين «يثأها
٢٢٤ الألفان: هقوت» إله وأئ: وقلبي، ألمز، بغت خو أقة أ

"Oye who believe! give your response to Allah and His Messenger,
when He calls you to that which will give you life; and know that
Allah comes in between a man and his heart, and that it is He to
Whom ye shall (all) be gathered" (Al-Anfal 8.:24).

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was a blessing and a mercy fiom Allah
to all mankind, most particularly to the believers. He was given the
Our'an as a mercy and guidance, and he explained the Our'an, applied its
principles in his life; therefore, he became an example to follow in his
proper behavior and noble character. If we follow his example and his
noble character then we will be closer to Allah and receive His guidance.
This is why as believers we love Allah's Prophet (PBUH) so much. We
love him more than anything else, or as Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said,

Anas bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Prophet (PBUH) said,

'None of you will truly believe until I become more beloved to him
than his father and children and all mankind."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim

When we fimly believe in Allah and accept Him as our Lord obeying
His orders, and accepting Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as Allah's
Messenger obeying his orders, then we will be able to appreciate and feel
the effect of tue belief in our hearts. Such fim belief will be able to
withstand all manner of tests and trials. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,

A1-Abbas bin Abdul-Muttalib (May Allah be pleased with him)
related that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"He who accepts and is content with Allah as His lord, and lslam as
his religion, and Muhammad as his Apostle, indeed will taste and feel the
sweet effect of belief."

Narrated by Muslim
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BELIEF IMPLIES HELPING OTHERS

If we believe in Allah and understand our accountability to Him and
appreciate His blessings then we must feel a special bond with others
who share our belief. They are our brothers and sisters, and the bond of
belief that unites us is much stronger than kinship or blood relationships.
Allah described in the Our'an that the believers care for each other and
support one another. They do what is right and avoid what is wrong and
they obey Allah and His Messenger (PBUH).

 عن تنقزن يألتغوف تأت تن أزيا: تغظهم ذالمؤتث ذالثؤيثون«
 أزلتك وزشواة: أقة زطيغو الركزة ذثؤنو الكلوة تئقينوت الشر

٢٧١ النوبة:1 غريزخكيته ألة إن أقة ستزمهم

"Th Believers, men and women, are protectors one ofanother.:
they enioin what is ,ust ز and forbid what is evil: they observe
regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His
Messenger. On them will Allah pou His Mercy: for Allah is
Exalted in power, Wise" (A1-Tawba 9.7]).

They receive God's mercy, not just because of their good deeds but
because of their joint effort and working together.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) gave the example of how strong the
relationship between the believers as a building with each part of the
building reinforcing the other part,

Abi Musa (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the Messenger
of Allah ( PBUH) said,

"The relationship between the believer and other believers is that of a
building, each part of the building reinforcing the other part, then he put
his fingers inside each other."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim

Not to ham others is the least that a Muslim can do. To be tnusted by
others because of our deeds and character is a step higher. To set an
example for others by avoiding sin and shameful deeds is to play an
active role; to strive in the way of Allah with our persons and goods is
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the highest degree of belief and the best example we can set. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) said,

Fudala bin Obaid (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"I will tell you who is a Muslim. He is the one who other Muslims
fear no harm from his tongue or hand; the believer is he who other people
trust him with their possessions and persons; and the immigrant is he
who immigrates from wrong deeds and sin; and the one who strives in
Jihad is he who strives to control his desires in obeying Allah."

Narrated by Ibn Mindah, Haithami, Bazzar and Tabarani

An even higher degree of Eiman (belief) is to love for our brothers
what we love and cherish for ourselves.

Anas bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"None of you will believe until he loves for his brother what he loves
for himself."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim

This means that we have indeed liberated our souls from greed and
that we are willing to give other people what we truly love and desire for
ourselves. This high status can be reached only by a few who understand
that genuine love and true brotherhood is more important than material
possessions. They are looking for something more rewarding than selfish
pleasures. They are looking for Allah and His pleasure. They love their
brothers because they love Allah. They love them for the sake of Allah,
not expecting a reward from them or appreciation. As Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) stated,

Anas Bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"Three traits whoever has them will surely find the sweet effect of
belief, who loves Allah and His messenger more than anyone else; who
loves a servant of Allah for no reason except that he loves Allah; and
who hates to retur to unbelief after Alah has saved him, in the same
way that he hates to be thrown in Hell Fire."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim
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When we love one another and help each other, we gain the pleasure
of Allah and we are rewarded by His Paradise. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) said,

Abi Horaira (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"By the One holding my soul in His hand, you will not enter paradise
till you believe; and you will not believe until you love each other. Shall
I tell you something that will enable you to love one another if you do it?
Spread greetings among yourselves."

Narrated by Muslim

In this Hadith, the Prophet (PBUH) was emphasizing that a criterion
of belief is to love our brothers and sisters. When we see each other, the
first thing to do is to greet one another and be cordial. This is a step in
knowing one another and working together tnusting each other. Unless
we do this we cannot claim tnue belief. We must confim our belief in
Allah by our behavior and by being good toward our Muslim brothers
and extending a helping hand.

A good place to start is to be good to our neighbors. Those who live
close to us have certain rights over us, the least of which is not to hamm
them, but to be fiiendly and helpful. Unless we behave in such a
righteous way, we cannot claim Tnue belief nor will be able to enter
heaven. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

Abi Horaira (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

«The one whose neighbor is afaid of his har will not enter
paradise."

Narrated by Muslim

Our neighbors are those who live close to us, who work with us, and
those with whom we pray. 0f course those who live with us under the
same roof are even closer neighbors and have more rights over us than
our other neighbors.
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BENEFITS AND REWARDS OF BELIEF

There are numerous benefits and rewards for true belief in Allah. We
can summarize some of these as follows:

1. Belief makes us happy and content, more likely to accept our tests
and trials and to accept our fate as what Allah has willed for us.

2. Sincere belief in Allah is essential before our deeds are accepted
and rewarded.

3. Our hearts and souls are purified from greed and evil when we
love for others what we love and desire for ourselves.

4. Solid belief allows us to obey Allah and His messenger since we
understand that their orders guide us and give our life meaning
and purpose.

5. Belief in Allah is rewarded both in this life as well as in the
Hereafter.

6. When we believe in Allah and follow His orders living our life as
He commanded us to d0, we receive His blessings and are
rewarded by His forgiveness and mercy. We are guided to His
way.

7. We are protected from the evil influence of Satan.
8. We are protected from the suffering of the grave.
9. We are delivered from Hell Fire and its punishment and enjoy

etemal bliss in paradise.

We are going to stress two aspects of the reward that Allah promised
the believers:

His reward both in this life as well as in the Hereafterم 
٠ Protection from the suffering of the grave

BELIEF IS REWARDED BOTH IN THIS LIFE
AND THE HEREAFTER

The Our'an stresses that those who believe and confirm their belief by
their deeds will be rewarded twice:

٠ They will live a good life.
• And will be rewarded according to the best of their deeds.
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 نة خيرة فللخبيئة مؤي ومز أئ أز ذكر ين ضيخا عبل من«
٢٩٧ [النحل: يغتلون» كالوا ما أخسن أخزهم ولتجزتئهز

"Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith,
verily, to him will We give a new Life, a life that is good and pure,
and We will besto» on such their reward according to the best of
their actions" (An-Nahl l6.97)

Not only will Allah reward the righteous according to their best deeds
but He will forgive their minor sins and shortcomings. We are afforded
many opportunities to avail ourselves of God's forgiveness. When we
pray or fast or give charity our sins are forgiven. When we help others
and when we make a difFerence in the life of those with whom we come
in contact, our mistakes are forgiven, When we invite others to God
through our good example and proper behavior we gain God's
forgiveness and His merey. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained that
fasting and prayer when done with devotion and sincerity is rewarded
with forgiveness ofour sins.

Abou Horaira (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"Whoever fasts Ramadan with full belief seeking his reward only
from Allah the sins that he committed before will be forgiven; and
whoever stands up in prayer seeking Allah's blessings on the night of
power, praying with full conviction and seeking his reward only from
Allah, his previous sins will be forgiven."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim

In contrast to the believer who receives his reward both in this life and
the Hereafter, the unbeliever receives the reward of his good deeds only
in this life. His state of unbelief deprives him and nullifies his reward in
the Hereafter. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained,

Anas Bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"AIlah never wrongs the believer for he is rewarded for all the good
deeds that he perfoms in this life as well as in the Hereafter. As for the
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unbeliever, he is fed according to his good deeds in this life, but he will
find no good deeds to benefit him during his accountability in the
Hereafter."

Narrated by Muslim

OUR BELIEF PROTECTS US FROM
THE SUFFERING IN THE GRAVE

Every person will be questioned in his grave about his faith. Those
who believe will be able to respond and answer correctly avoiding
suffering in their graves. Those who have no faith or conviction will not
be able to lie and will suffer for their rejection of faith. Allah strengthens
the believers during their questioning by the angels. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) explained what would occur in the grave.

Al-Bara'a Bin Azeb (May Allah be pleased with him) related that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said,

"Seek Allah's protection from the suffering of the grave two or three
times. lndeed the deceased can hear the footsteps of those accompanying
him to his grave. As they leave, he will be asked, Who is your Lord?
What is your religion? Who is your Prophet?" In another narration he
said, "The two angels will come and seat him and will question him.
Who is your Lord?" He will say, "my Lord is Allah.' They will ask
him, "What is your religion? He will say my religion is Islam.' They will
ask him, «'Who is this man who was sent to you?" He will say, "He is the
Messenger of Allah." They will ask, "How do you know that?" He will
say, "I have read the Book of Allah and I believed in him and bore
witness to his truth."

Narrated by Abou Dawood, Bokhari and Muslim

In another narration, the Prophet (PBUH) said,
The Our'anic verse Ibrahim 14:27, this verse was revealed concerning

the suffering of the grave. It will be said (to every one), "Who is your
Lord?" He will say, "My Lord is Allah, and my prophet is Muhammad
(PBUH)."

Narrated by Bokhari and Muslim
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 زنهن آلأزة تى ألذنا أتة ق أكثابت بالقزل :اموا ألبير وينثأشة
٢٢٧ براميم:1 يقأ:» ما ألة وتفعل الطلين أنقة

"Allah will establish in strength those who believe, with the Word
that stands frm, in this world and in the Hereafrer; bu Allah will
leave, to stray, those who do wrong.: Allah does what He wiles"

(lbrahim 14.:27)

In other traditions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), it is related that
the believer's grave will be lighted and he will be able to see his place in
heaven. ln contrast, the unbeliever's grave will be dark and constricted,
and he will see his place in Hell Fire.
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