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Introduction

1 See especially the closing section of chap. 5 of On Liberty and of chap.4 Considerations on
Representative GGovernment.

2 John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971), 587. Also of
great importance for the understanding of rights and their justification is the work of Ronald Dwor-
kin; see his Taking Rights Seriously (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978), especially chaps.
7,12; and A Matiter of Principle (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1985), especially Pt. 6, See
also Richard Flathman, The Practice of Rights (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976), es-
pecially chap. 7. A valuable critique of rights has been mounted by John Gray and is concentrated
in his review of Joel Feinberg’s book The Moral! Limits of the Criminal Laws in the TLS. January
12 - 18,1990, 31 - 23.

3 Rawls, 586

4 Rawls, 584

5 Rawls, 586

6 For speeches and writings of the Levellers, see. A. S. P. Woodhouse, ed., Puritanism and
Liberty (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951).

7 A full and nuanced discussion appears in Frances Kamm, Morality, Mortality (forth-coming). She
makes crucial the distinction between taking life and allowing 10 die. For an instructive account wiitten from a
perspective that combines utilitarianism and respect for autonomy, see Jonathan Glover. Causing Death and
Saving Lives (New York: Penguin, 1977).

8 Anstotle, Politics, bk. 2, chap. 7.

9 Isaiah Berlin, Historical [Ineviability (london: Oxford University Press, 1954), especially 27-34,
46-50, 58-66, 71-79. See also the recent instructive work by George Sher, Desert (Princeton: Princeton

University Press 1987), especially chaps. 2,7,8,9, 11,

™y



10 Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Experience,” in The Complete Essays and Other Writings, ed.
Brooks Atkinson (New York: Modern Library, 1950), 363,

11 Robert Dahl, Who Governs? (New Haven: Yale University Press. 1961), and Charles R.
Beitz, Political Equality (Princeton: Princeton University press, 1989).
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