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ABSTRACT
(About 200 Words)

Nature, environment and geography of ancient Egypt formed the ancient Egyptian thoughts of
which “duality” is considered to be one of the main aspects elaborated in this study through the
east and the west.

The study begins with an Introduction including the Research problem statement, the
Objectives of the research and the Structure of the research as follows:

The research consists of three chapters containing 106 related explaining illustrations
Chapter I: sheds the light on the notion (% labtet) indicating The East in the Ancient Egyptian

Language, the eastern borders of the Egyptian territory and the appearance of (% Iabtet) in titles,

religious beliefs and representations.
Chapter II: deals with the notion (% Imntet) widely known as symbol of the west related to the
necropolis in the Ancient Egyptian Language, the western territories of Egypt and the emblem (%

or %%) in titles, religious thoughts and representations.

Chapter I1I: studies (Imntet and Iabtet) in the Ancient Egyptian art through the study of duality,
symmetry and personification as concepts that ruled the Ancient Egyptian art in addition to the
study of various hieroglyphic signs associated with the east and the west.

The study 1s followed by the conclusion and the bibliography used in the course of the research.
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ABSTRACT
(About 1000 Words)

The study is concerned with the notions of the east and the west in the Ancient Egyptian
civilization discussed in three chapters preceded by a preface including the research problem
statement, the objectives of the research and the structure of the research as follows:-

e Research problem statement
The symbolism of cardinal points especially the east (I3bter) and the west (Tmntet) in the
Ancient Egyptian language i1s usually referred to in the context of mentioning directions or
within religious context concerning the west or the necropolis (in case of Imntet) but with no
specific thorough study for each emblem.
Therefore, this research is an attempt to fill the void in gathering in one study the various
aspects of (Imntet and Bbtet) in the Ancient Egyptian language and their reflection in culture,
religious beliefs and artistic representations.

e Obijectives of the study

1 - Determining the significance of the notions i Imntet (the west) and 1% Iabtet (the east) in the
various aspects of the Egyptian civilization.

2 - Indicating the religious significance of Imntet and Iabtet in the ancient Egyptian thoughts as
two divinities personifying the east and the west and their role as two directions in the afterlife
discussing both the eastern and the western divisions of the celestial world.

3 - Illustrating the role of different gods and goddesses associated with both the eastern and the
western cardinal points.

4 — Explaining the incorporation of certain hieroglyphs with the notions (Tmntet and Bbtet), such

as the sign (M) for the mountains, the sign (— ) for the portals and the sign (@) for the horizon
representing as a part of their significance the meaning of having two extremities which are the
east (BBbtet) and the west (Tmntet).
5 — Shedding the light on the personification of the hieroglyphic signs that can be applied on the
two hieroglyphs Imntet and labtet.
6 - Apart from the personification, the research is concerned with clarifying the mixture in
certain personified representations concerning the west (Imntet) such as (Hathor - Imntet) that
was repeated in numerous scenes.

e Structure of the research

The research consists of three chapters preceded by an introduction indicating the four cardinal

points in ancient Egypt and some theories discussed by some scholars about the symbolism of
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the east and the west in Ancient Egypt such as the “Bow” as a symbol of the east and the

“Rekhyt” bird as a symbol of the west according to a number of pictorial evidences.

e Chapter I : The Notion T3btet (The East)

The chapter deals with the sign 7% Bbtet 1n the Ancient Egyptian language and the most
important vocabulary associated with the sign, then it sheds the light on the east in the Ancient
Egyptian civilization through the illustration of the eastern territories of Egypt, the religious
beliefs associated with the east and the eastern divisions of the heaven such as (sht — Brw, Mfk3t
and Aprr fields of the afterlife) and the gods and goddesses associated with the east such as the
Iabtet, Soped, Min and Shesmet explaining their roles, cult centers usually located to the eastern
parts of the Egyptian territory and their attested relation with the east through either pictorial or
textual evidences then an explanatory catalogue of the monuments and scenes related to the

emblem (ﬁ% Bbtet), symbol of the east.

e Chapter II : The Notion Imntet (The West)

As a comparative study, this chapter studies the sign % Tmntet 1n the Ancient Egyptian language
and the vocabulary associated with the sign, then it states the significance of the West in the
Ancient Egyptian geographical concepts through the study of the western territories of Egypt, the
religious beliefs associated with the west and the western parts of heaven such as (4ip) field and
the gods and goddesses associated with the west such as Imentet, HA, Anubis, Ash, Mr — Sgr,
Hathor and Isis, their relation with the west through either the funerary attributes or just due to
their cult centers located to the west side of Egypt and their association with the emblem (Imntet)
through both pictorial and textual evidences then by the end of the chapter comes an explanatory

catalogue for the most important scenes and monuments related to the sign (" or % Imntet),
symbol of the west.

e Chapter 11 : Tmntet and Bbtet in the Ancient Egyptian art

This chapter is concentrated on the analysis of most of the artistic aspects of both Imntet and
Tabtet discussed in details through the first two chapters of the study of the hieroglyphic signs

associated with the east and the west such as the sign ™ (dw) for the mountains, the sign — (3)

for the portals and the sign = (3ht) for the horizon. In addition to the study of some artistic
characteristic features that regulated the Ancient Egyptian art such as Duality, Symmetry and
personification of both 7mntet and T3btet in the ancient Egyptian art dealing with the different
types of personification in the Ancient Egyptian art giving an explanation for some mixed forms
such as (Hathor — Imntet), mistress of the west or Hathor in the guise of Imntet.

The study is followed by the conclusion showing the most important results of the study then a
list of bibliography used in the course of the research.
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Preface

Nature, environment and geography of ancient Egypt formed the ancient Egyptian thoughts of
which “duality” is considered to be one of the main aspects elaborated in this study through the
east and the west.

The Nile valley is the lifeline between two of the world’s driest deserts (the eastern and the
western deserts), The eastern desert was parched red land of which the name was applied to the
whole Egyptian territory. The red land was never a void and the emergence of the Egyptian
civilization in the Nile valley was based on both the human experience and the cultural roots of
the diverse prehistoric adaptations to the desert.

Egypt was naturally bounded by desert regions from three points as there were the symmetrical
eastern and western deserts in addition to the southern Nubian Desert. These regions had their
own protective gods and goddesses.

This duality 1s emphasized by the existence of two hieroglyphic signs referring to the east and
the west which is the main argument of this study.

The reasons for the study:-

1 - Studying and identify the concepts of the east (7% Iabtet) and the west ( r Imntet) that
appeared in the ancient Egyptian culture (art and religious beliefs) and needed to be explained
through the study.

2 — Analyzing the effect of the geography of Ancient Egypt in the life of the Egyptians within the
narrow valley flanked by the eastern and the western deserts and the role of the two desert lands
in forming the Ancient Egyptian thoughts and principles that regulated culture, religion and art.

3 — Clarifying the role and importance of some less-famous gods and divinities in the Egyptian
pantheon through their association with the east and the west.

4 — Applying some concepts that dominated the Ancient Egyptian thoughts such as duality,
symmetry and personification on the representations of the two symbols of the east and the west.

The objectives of the study:-

1 - Determining the significance notions of the two hieroglyphic signs % Imntet (the west) and 7%
Iabtet (the east) in the various aspects of the Egyptian civilization.

2 - Tllustrating the role of different gods and goddesses associated with both the eastern and the
western cardinal points.

3 - Indicating the religious significance of Imntet and Iabtet in the ancient Egyptian thoughts as
two divinities personifying the east and the west and their role as two directions in the afterlife
discussing both the eastern and the western divisions of the celestial world.

4 — Explaining the incorporation of certain hieroglyphs with the notions (Tmntet and Bbtet), such

as the sign (— dw) for the mountains, the sign (— 3) for the portals and the sign (@ 3ht) for
the horizon representing as a part of their significance the meaning of having two extremities
which are the east (Bbter) and the west (Tmntet).

XX1V



5 — Shedding the light on the personification of the hieroglyphic signs that can be applied on the
two hieroglyphs Imntet and labtet.
6 - Apart from the personification, the research is concerned with clarifying the mixture in
certain personified representations concerning the west (Imntet) such as (Hathor - Imntet) that
was repeated in numerous scenes.

e Methodology

The researcher followed a descriptive and analytic methodology through searching for
the published bibliography about both (Imntet and Iabtet) in addition to examples of the
representations in which the two symbols appeared, describing these examples so as to elaborate
the role of the two emblems in the context of the scenes then giving an analytic clarification
through either the incorporation of the notions Imntet and labtet in the context of other
hieroglyphic signs or the application of some artistic concepts on the various representations
such as duality, symmetry and personification.

Structure of the research

The research consists of three chapters preceded by an introduction and divided as follows:

e Chapter I : The Notion 3btet (The East)

The chapter deals with the sign % ‘Bbtet 1n the Ancient Egyptian language and the most
important vocabulary associated with the sign, then it sheds the light on the east in the Ancient
Egyptian civilization through the illustration of the eastern territories of Egypt, the religious
beliefs associated with the east and the eastern divisions of the heaven such as (sht — Brw, Mfk3t
and Aprr fields of the afterlife) and the gods and goddesses associated with the east such as the
Iabtet, Soped, Min and Shesmet explaining their roles, cult centers usually located to the eastern
parts of the Egyptian territory and their attested relation with the east through either pictorial or
textual evidences then an explanatory catalogue of the monuments and scenes related to the

emblem (l% Bbtet), symbol of the east.

e Chapter II : The Notion Imntet (The West)

As a comparative study, this chapter studies the sign % Tmntet n the Ancient Egyptian language
and the vocabulary associated with the sign, then it states the position of the West in the Ancient
Egyptian civilization through the study of the western territories of Egypt, the religious beliefs
associated with the west and the western parts of heaven such as (hip) field and the gods and
goddesses associated with the west such as the Imentet, Ha, Anubis, Ash, Mr — Sgr, Hathor and
Isis, their relation with the west through either the funerary attributes or just due to their cult
centers located to the west side of Egypt and their association with the emblem (Imntet) through
both pictorial and textual evidences then by the end of the chapter comes an explanatory

catalogue for the most important scenes and monuments related to the sign (%% or % Imntet),
symbol of the west.
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o Chapter 111 : Tmntet and Bbtet in the Ancient Egyptian art

This chapter is concentrated on the analysis of most of the artistic aspects of both Imntet and
Tabtet discussed in details through the first two chapters of the study of the hieroglyphic signs

associated with the east and the west such as the sign = (dw) for the mountains, the sign — (3)

for the portals and the sign 1 (3ht) for the horizon. In addition to the study of some artistic
characteristic features that regulated the Ancient Egyptian art such as Duality, Symmetry and
personification of both 7mntet and Bbtet in the ancient Egyptian art dealing with the different
types of personification in the Ancient Egyptian art giving an explanation for some mixed forms
such as (Hathor — Imntet), mistress of the west or Imntet in the form of Hathor.

The study is followed by the conclusion showing the most important results of the study then a
list of bibliography used in the course of the research.

Important References

For the hieroglyphic texts used in this study it was necessary to use some linguistic references
through the course of the research such as:-
o Faulkner, Raymond. The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts, oxford university
press, oxford, 1969
o Faulkner, Raymond. The Ancient Egyptian Cottin Texts, 3 Vols, Aris & Philips
Ltd, England, 1978
o Sethe, Kurt. Die Altdgyptischen Pyramidentexte, 2 Vols, Hinrichs Verlag,
Leipzig, 1960
o De Buck, A. The Egyptian Cottin Texts, VII Vols, university of Chicago press,
Chicago, 1947

Some important references on which I depended to complete this research were variables as there
1s no specific previous study concerning the symbols of the foreign countries. of these references
I can mention:-

o  Wilkinson, R. H. The Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt, Thames
& Hudson, London, 2003

o Corteggiani, J. L’Egypte Ancienne et ses Dieux (Dictionnaire illustré),
Libraireie Artheme, Fayard, 2007

o C(lere, J. J. "Fragments d' Une Nouvelle Representation Egyptienne du Monde",
MDAIK, 16, 1958

o Fakhry, Ahmed. The Oases of Egypt: Bahariya and Farafra oases, Vol 11, The
American University in Cairo press, Cairo, 1974

o Newberry, P. E. "Two cults of the Old Kingdom" in AAA, edited by J. L. Myres,
vol I, London, 1908

* Younes, R. "Horizon in Ancient Egyptian Civilization (A Linguistic,
Archaeological, Artistic and Tourist study)", M.Sc. Thesis, Faculty of Tourism
and Hotel Management, Alexandria university, 1997
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Important notices

o Some of the figures were explained by the researcher due to either the lack of
references or the existence of the references in the libraries of Cairo but with
restrictions for the photocopy. Therefore, the researcher was obligated in some
cases to explain some of the illustrations depending on the similarity with other
cases in the same research.

o The transliteration character set built into the Winglyph software doesn't allow -
n some cases — writing the names using capital letters.
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