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MALCOLM X




The Louisiana fascist David Duke. It
seems, has a black counterpart going under
the name of Louis Farrakhan, leader of the
Naiion of Islam. Or so the media would
have us believe with their screeming head-
lines wammning of the rise of a new form of
racist hate mongering.

The media outcry began two months
ago after an anti-Semitic and anti-gay
speech by one of Farrakhan's followers,
Khalid Muhammad was made public. To
be sure. the speech was utterly reactionary
on a number of counts. For example, Mu-
hammad called Jews the bloodsuckers of
the black nation and the black community.
He also said. 'You see everybody always
talks about Hitler exterminating 6 million
Jews. That's right. But don’t nobody ever
ask what did they do 10 Hitler? He also
argued that during slavery 75 percent of
enslaved blacks were owned by Jews--a
ludicrous claim. Since Jews made up only
0.3 percent of slaveholders.

The speech itself was sparsely artend-
ed. It only made headlines 1wo months Jat-
er, after the Anti-Defamation League pub-
lished excerpts from it in a full page ad in
the New York Times. Farrakhan, whose
own specches are literaied with such reac-
tionary ideas, suspended Muhammad but
refused to renounce what he called ‘the
wruths' in his speech.

The Senate, however, voted
unanimously to condemn Muhammad's
speech, while black politicians--including
Kweisi Mfume, chairman of the
Congressional Black Caucus--lined up to
denounce Farrakhan.

Such racist and reactionary ideas
should be opposed. Whoever speaks them.
But from the beginning the response o the
Muhammad speech has been sieeped in
hypocrisy. For one thing, the Senate
rushed 10 condemn Muhammad's
speech--yet the Senate itself contains open
white supremacists, such as Jesse Helms,
who has scrved for more than 20 years.
Just recently the Senate was more than
happy 1o disregard the racist remark made
by South Carolina Senator Ernest
Hollings, who said that African diplomats
are cannibals who like to eat each other.

Nor was there any media uproar when
a white council representative from New
York state recently called a black
politician a nigger from Harlem. And no
one denounced Abe Foxman, executive
direcior of the Anti-Defamation

FRONTLINE

League--the group which staned the furore
over Muhammad--several years ago when
he travelled to Jerusalem to attend the
funeral of Mcir Kahane, an open fascist.

As Adolph Reed argued recenily,
“The obvious and cdious anti-Semitisin of
Farrakhan and Khalid Mubammad, when
all is said and done, is only a pretext for
the furore... Somehow, the earnest
discussion provoked by Khalid
Muhammad's remarks has managed to
avoid the obvious point that race is a
central element in a system of enforced
hierarchy and inequality.

Equating the anti-Semitism expressed
by the Nation of Islam to white Southem
segregationists - or even to Hitler - as the
media has done, lets the real perpetrators
of racism in society off the hook. From the
times of Southermn segregation, the US,

‘In reality, Farrakhan carries
on a tradition which
Malcolm X ultimately

rejected’

ruling class has sought to mainiain racial
divisions among workers as a means 10
preserve its own power. Today every
institution within US society is ingrained
with racism and discrimination, directed
primarily against blacks.

The hypocrisy of the poluical
establishment's hostility toward Farrakhan
has, if anything, raised his own credibility
among blacks. While black politicians
remain tied as a group to Clinton's coat
tails, Farrakhan's black separatism gives
voice to the anger felt by millions of
blacks. Farrakhan's rallies have drawn tens
of thousands in recent months. The Nation

of Islam is viewed by many to be

Stripped of all ity rhetoric, the pro-
gramme of the Nation of Islam is not radi-

! lr.'b,aii}ﬂl‘jﬁﬂ céj.éjl”.f.ad_p-hbw.

cal, but conservative - offering no way of
confronting racism in society.

The Nation of Islam is not anti-
capitalist. Rather than seeing racism as
stemming from the need for capitalists to
create divisions among workers, it blames
other racial groups - such as Koreans, Ar-
abs, Jews, and whites in general - for pre-
venting blacks from gaining economic
equality. The Nation of Islam stands for
black separatism, but not by fighting agai-
nst the system. Rather, it seeks for blacks
to develop themselves as capitalists who
sell goods and services 10 other blacks.

The Nation of Islam holds positions
which mirror those of US conservatives,
including the Republican Pany. Farrakhan
attacks wclfare for subsidising single
women to have babies'. Farrakhan is pan
of the law and order crowd, He has written
that Saudi Arabia has very little crime be-
cause the govenment is willing to cut off
limbs or kill to punish those who break the
law. But so far, he laments, "America has
not found a way to curb crime and reform
those in her society who consistenty break
her laws, panicularly in the black commu-
nity".

The Nation relegates women's con-
cems to housework and children. Famrak-
han opposes abortion, but he argues that
he is "pro-choice” - in that he favours al-
lowing women “the right to choose to
whom they will commit their lives". Gay
sexuality, he argues, is immoral, and "we
must change homosexual behaviour and
get rid of the circumstances that bring it
about”,

Rather than fight against police brutal-
ity. the Nation of Islam has managed to
work alongside the police - for profit. The
Nation formed two private security com-
panies in 1990 which rent out security
guards to private landlords and to high
crime public housing complexes in Phila-
detphia, Los Angelcs, Chicago and Batti-
more. Since Junc 1991 the Nation has tak-
en in more than $1 million in government
money for security.

Perhaps most imponantly, the Nalion
of Islam believes (hat ending racism isn't
possible. The emphasis is placed upon in-
dividual change - personal morality, clcan
living, and "self help”. All of this fits nice-
ly with Clinton's calls for the poor to take
personal responsibility for improving their
lives - the flip side of blaming the victim.
Sharon Smith
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L.A. US.A.
THE BEATING OF RODNEY KING, Mar. 3, 1991

(This happened only because he was a Blackman and was speeding with his car)
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he cook cleared the dishes, the fire died to embers, and the moon

brightened the acacia-studded savanna beyond the electrified fence.

“You’re safe here,” Ranger Errol Pietersen said. He meant from

animals. Then the talk turned to violence. It always turned to violence.

Stories of the white right-winger who'd
opened fire on a bus filled with blacks.
The Johannesburg housewife machine-
gunned for her car. Nelson Mandela and
speculation about whether civil war would
break out if he ever became
president.

I was in Kruger National
Park, seated beside a campfire
with six vacationing South
Africans. From the darkness
came the quané-quané of ze-
bras, and their hoofbeats mov-
ing fast. Listening to the talk,
that schizophrenic feeling
came over me again, the notion
of two utterly different plancts
occupying the same location.

Driving to the park, for in-
stance, I'd seen joggers along
the freshly paved road.
Gleaming power lines stretch-
ing over lush, irrigated fields.
Restaurants with white patrons
brunching on omelers and fruit.

And on the same road,
blacks carrying water jugs on
their heads. Squatting in the
dust in ragged clothes. Hirch-
hiking to neighboring shanty-
towns,

Errol put more wood on the
fire and told us that comorrow
we would try to find lions.
There was a pride nearby, and
one of the females had cubs.
“If a lion charges, stand suill,”
he said. Running encouraged
attack, Once a lion had charged

grass. Errol asked what I was doing in
South Africa. T said I'd come to see the
legendary beauty, but also to see a country
in transition. Not long agoe many travelers,
mysell included, would never have con-

the Population Registration Act, which
classified all South Africans by race. He
had lifted bans on the African National

Congress, the Pan-Afncanist Congress, and

the South African Communist Party. Therc
was even talk of giving blac|

il —.
e

representation. On the sur.
face, at least, aparthei
secmed to be dying.

Errol Pietersen stare
moodily into the fire
stretched his long legs, an
sighed. “Whites here ar
going to have to get used w
the idea that the standards
living we've worked for an
buile, the comforts we'v
come to expect as part of lif
are going to end, We're goin
o go down. And become
Third World country.”

A lion roared beyond th
fence. Errol smiled. “Mayby
we should draw up a dec]
tion of independence in th
park,” he said. “In the pa
‘we live in a fool’s paradise.”

OUTH AFRICA I
stunning. Ne
Cape Tow

long while A
lantic rolles
erashed again
soft white sand. In Lang
baan National Park I can
to an island erowded wi

within afcw feet of Errol,
turned, done it again, and again. Lions are
confused by prey that doesn’t run,

“Besides, if you're running in all direc-
tions, it’s hard for me to protect you,”
Errol said.

One by one the hikers excused them-
selves, went back te their huts, opened
the wooden shuters, and drified to sleep
listening to hyenas.outon the veld. A but-
tery moon perched in the
clouds above the mahogany
trees. A warm breeze stirred the

sidered South Afriea as a destination, for
the obvious reasons. Now President F. W.
De Kierk had announced he was introduc-
ing legislation to scrap the bottom-line
apartheid Jaws; the Land Act, which
reserved 80 percent of South Africa for the
white mirority; the Group Arcas Act,
which restricted blacks to living in town-
ships cutside white neighborhoods; and

Phorography by Louise Gubb
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thousands of birds migrati
from Greenland and Siberia. Ganne
Gulls. Sanderlings. Knots. Jackass §
guins. In the Drakensberg Mountain
hiked through a thick and silent pine fi
est. In the wine country of Cape Provin
I biked past tractors pulling bins of wh
grapes. And in Kruger National Pa
camped in a wilderness so seduetive y
could almast forget there ever exister
problem called race. _
Kruger is the pride of
Africa. The size of Miss




when we spotted the pride, 300 yards
away, on the opposite hill. There were
seven adults and two cubs, dozing and
licking one another’s cars. Sensing us, they
stood up and eased out of view, We crept
forward. The air smelled of baking dung;
droppings lay in the grass, beneath the
thorn trees, underfoot.

Suddenly Errol and Albino froze, con-
centrating on a bush 30 yards away. The
rifles came off their shoulders. The hird
sounds stopped. Moments later, Errol low-
cred his riflc and motioned for us to turn
wround. The birds resumed singing. The
knot in my stomach loosened.

“A few more steps, she would have
eharged,” Errol said. “Lions attack with a
zigzaggy speed that makes them hard to
shoot.” He then led us up a scrubby rise
and announced that it was time for break-
fast. We broke out beef jerky, choco-
late, fruit bars, and cheese and lazily

' warched four whire rhinos grazing in
a valley below.

It was magic, the kind of blissful
vacation experience that the South
African Tourism Board promised in
brochures and that the country could
deliver daily. All you had to do was
ignore the conversational asides, the
glimpses of something ugly on a
street corner. But the more subtle

| reminders were always there.

“How long do you spend away
from your family?” 1 asked Errol as we
selaxed on the grass. Although white
staff people lived with their families in
the park, a ranger’s duties in the field
could keep him away from home for

“duys on end. “T'm gway half the year,”
Errol said sadly. “Last vear, 70 per-
cent. I want to do more chan just
guide-work, so I help otit with other jobs in
iy free time. With the animal eensus. Or
culling. Butit's too much ome away.”

1 remembered a similar conversation
['d had with Mackson Nekuna, the 68-
vear-old cook who, like all black employ-
=cs at Kruger, was not permitted to live
with his family in the park. How many
children do you have? 1'd asked.
‘Eleven,” the tall, gray-haired man had
inswered as he washed dishes in the
thatched kitchen. How often do you get to
‘ze them? “Every six months I go home
“or two weeks,” he said.

I'd asked Mackson if he minded the
yrrangement, and his face had gone blank.

t was a hard and impassive look, and it
yude me feet stupid. If he had complaings,
vhy tell a stranger, a reportes, a white?

Then Mackson grinned. “Oh, no, [

lin't think about that,” he said. “I love it

here. I only like singing and dancing,
dancing. dancing.”

EADLINES IN THE SOUTH
African newspapers during
my trip: “Race or Colour Will
Play No Role in Policeman
of the New South Africa.”
“How the Good Life has
Slipped Away from Whirte
South Africans.” “Afrikaners
Cail for Right-Winger Days of Fasting.”
“Bill Aliows Those in Informal Sector to
Enter Business.”

Changes did seem to be happening
fast. The security police, whieh for two
decades had terrorized the black town-
ships, was allegedly going to be disband-
ed. Interracial marriages were now
allowed. Hospitals, schools, swimming

“What tribes do

blacks belong to in the

United States?” asked

the architect, buttering

her bread. “Do they
speak English?”

pools, taxis, and railway stations had been
desegregated. Asked about apartheid laws
on national TV, one government minister
said simply, “We changed our minds.”
Just like that, four words o reverse
more than 300 vears of history. The first
Dutch secrlers arnved at the Cape of Good
Hope in 1652 to set up a provisioning sta-
tion for ships of the Duteh East India
Company bound for East Africa. British
settlers followed, pushing the black tribes
north. The Boers eventually trekked
north as well to escape the oppressive
influence of their new European neigh-
bors. Using rifles against spears, they con-
quered the Zulu army at the bactle of
Bicod River in 1838 and proclaimed the
day sacred, a symbol of God's favou.
Transvaal and the Orange Fice State
became Boer strongholds, and remained
50 until the British defeated the Afrikaners

vy

in the Boer War of 1899—1902.

The Afrikaners made a comeback
when their conservative Nutional Party
swept the country in the 1948 elections.
The white policy of racial separation had
been growing piecemeal until then, but
the new government leadess sysicmatized
it with a vengeance. The Bantu Education
Act intentionally provided blacks with
inferior schooling. What was the point of
teaching them skills the government
would never allow them o use? All public
places were segregated, and 3.5 million
blacks were uprooted and moved to barren
arcas that the government euphemistically
called “independent homelands.” Black
leaders were exiled or jailed. Many of them
“felt” from prison windows to their deaths.

“We changed our minds.” Did they
really mean it? In Johannesburg [ met
with Saki Macozome, a spokesman
for the African National Congress,
which was preparipg for another
round of talks between Nelson
Mandela and F. W. Oe Klerk. By
South African standards, that in
itself was a miracle: 9 black Marxist
who had spent 27 years in prison,
discussing the future of South Africa
with its president. Even Macozome
wore the surprised lpok of someone
who didn’t quite believe it.

We sat in ANC headguarters
beneath posters that fisad, BURY THE
RACIST PARLIAMENT and DEMAND A
CONSTITUENT ASSEMMY! Yes, Maco-
zome said, South Alrica was chang-
ing, but slowly. Blacks still couldn’t
vote in national elections, and no
new constitution cxised yet. “But
there will be an election in 1994,”
he said, “and by then we'll see
blacks in government.”

Many South Africans, including Maco-
zome and his comrades in the ANC, want
sanetions against South Africa o remain in
place until a concrete plan tn dismancde
apartheid has been established. So where
does that leave the traveler of eonscience?
I wondered. Was it right to come here, or
should I have stayed away!

“If you're coming to talk to people, to
see the situadon, to leam, come now,”
Macozome said, “But if you're just eoming
to have a vacation in Kruger Park, don't
come yet. Don’t come unyil the actual
mechanism for change is set. The ehanges
don’t have to take place, but the process
has to be clearly defined.”

Would that happen sonn?

Saki Macezome grinned. “Very soon.”

Scveral days later [ visited Manie
Maritz, a 69-vear-old prominens right-wing



farmer in Transvaal, still a eonservative
stronghold. He showed me around his
farmhouse, proudly pointing out the
oxbones he had played wich as a child,
recreating the great erek thac brought the
Boer wagon trains north; the prints of the
Boers fighting the Zulus at Blood River; the
photographs of his father, who had been a
general in the Boer War, Maritz wok the
governmenc’s reforms senously, wo.
“President De Klerk is the biggest
traicor in the history of South Africa,” he
said. “We want to be a pure nation. We be-
lieve in the Bible. We believe God created
us apart. One of the greatest sins in the
world is 1 intermix and interbreed. Blacks
come to South Africa by the thousands,”
Maritz shouted, referring to the refugees
that came from war-ravaged Mozambique.
“To a country the world hates! A country
the world says mistreats them! Why
do they come?”

RROL PIETERSEN WAS BORN
in 1953, five years after
the legal separation of
races in South Africa. His
family traeed its roots to
an early Afrikaner set-
tlement in Cape Town.
Etrol grew up as the colo-
nial powers were leaving Africa. One
by one, countries to the north—
Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya—won their
independence. But in South Africa
the whites were entrenching them-
selves, battening down the hatehes.

Errol went to bearding school and
afterward became a farm manager,
until a series of droughts wrecked the
business. He then worked as a ranger
at several private reserves in Trans-
vaal, and evenuwally landed a prized job, ac
a salary cut, at Kruger National Park.
Applicants often wait more than 12 years
for park service jobs.

On the tail, Errol was a tireless worker,
often putting in a hundred or more hours a
week. He was a marathon runner, an ardent
bird-watcher, and, like all rangers at Kruger,
a crack shot. To ensure that the park’s
rangers are able to proteet guests, not to
mention themselves, every year they have
o stand up to a charging bull elephant dur-
ing eulling season and down it with one
shot, while colieagues aim at the animal
from a helicoprer overhead. But Kruger's
mangers are so well trained that they almost
never have to fire at animals on the trail; if
they do, they'd better have a good reason, ot
they’ll lose their jobs. A ranger is supposed
to be able to tum a charging animal simply
hy standing his ground and shouting.

In the sixties, sevendies, and eighrics, as
the international outcry against apartheid
grew and violence spread through the
black townships, Kruger wasn’c affeeted
much. Parks represented the vestiges of
the old colonial life in Africa: leisure and
privilege, black labor, accommodation
with the wild, cocktails at sunset.

Even now, on the eve of what could be
revolution, Kruger secemed untouched by
it all. It continued to hum along as if
efficiency alone could ward off change.
Animal populations were carefully moni-
tored. Water holes were dug to protect ani-
mals during droughts. Fences were built
to keep the animals from wandering off
the property. Camping areas were so art-
fully concealed thart you had to be right on
top of them to see that they were there. It
was a model South African park: heart-

“You know, it’s

dangerous here,” said
Henry. “We don’t have
a fort. We don’t have

guns. Whites drive in

and can shoot us.”

breakingly beautiful and intcnsely man-
aged. “In eomparison to other parks in
Africa,” said Diana E. McMeekin, execu-
tive vice-president of che African Wildlife
Foundation, “Kruger is less appealing
hecause it’s a western-world idea of how
to have a wild animal park. It's where
rangers sweep animal dung off the road.
It’s impressive, but antisepric.”

To preserve the qualiey of the park, only
6,000 or so visitors are allowed in cach day.
Many of them are scientists. Rescarch is
big at Kruger. At any given time, says
Christo van der Linde, a senior environ-
mental education officer at the park, at
least a hundred projeets are underway, vir-
tually all conducted by Souch Africans.
They study practical questions related to
park management. The cffect of rainfall on
wildebeests and impalas. Endangered wild
dogs. Methods of counting animals. Even

Yy

ways that the park influenecs tourises”®
views on conservation. The Parks Board
publishes the results in a research journal
distributed to anyone who wanes it, but
usually that’s only South Africans. White
South Afncans.

“Why don't people in other countries
take advantage of our research?” asked
Gert Erasmus, head of environmental
education ac Kruger. “All this valuable in<
formation. [Us like we're bakers and we've
made beautiful bread and there are hun<
gry people out there, but they won't eat it
because it's white, not dark.”

Erasmus went on to say that blacks
were being actively soughe for higher posi-
tions in the park and that even though
currently all of Kruger's 36 rangers werc
white (and male) and all the assistants
were black, color was no longer a criteri=
on in hiring at the Parks Board
“The apartheid thing has gone by
the way a long time ago,” he said.

I wanted 1o believe him, I really
did. Changes need at least a lictle
time to take effeet, right? Then I
went baek to my hut, closed the
door, and read on the notiee listing
checkout time and restaurant hours’
BLACK STAFF ARE RESPONSIBLE FOF
THE CLEANLINESS OF HUTS ANI|
CAMPGROUND. THEY ARE ONLY PER:
MITTED TO ASSIST TOURISTS WITH
THE PREPARATION OF MEALS ANT
THE WASHING UP OF DISHES IN THEIL
SPARE TEME. NO LIQUOR TO BE GIVEN
TO BLACK EMPLOYEES.

Schizophrenia. I can’t think o
any other way to put it. Inside the
park were rows of BMWs and Mer
cedes, swimming pools, a barbecu
grill beside each air-conditioned
thatch-roofed African “hut.” Nature filny
were shown each night. Resraurant
served four-course meals, Qurside thi
park lived impoverished communities ¢
blacks who never got to visit. As I drov
around the area bordering Kruger,
picked up hitchhtkers, who were alway
hlack. "What do you think of the park?”
asked. “Whart park?” said che first mar
who looked termfied and got out of the ¢
as soon as he could. “I can’t afford to go ¢
that park,” laughed the sccond. “For whit
people,” said the third,

At night, with the visitor compound
locked and the eleetric fences humming
trackers and rangers patrolled for poache!
and refugees out on the veld, Poaches
were arrested (many rangers would like ¢
see shoot-on-sight antipoaching laws lile
those in Zimbabwc and Kenya). Re|
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COUNSEL'S
Opint”

Branks, Jougs and the Halifax Gibbet

(Warning: This article contains
material which may be disturbing to
the squeamish and faint-bearted.
Ed.)

Reading my second favourite magazine
(Trends is the first. of course!) 1 came
across 2 canoon of two young thugs
walking down the sineet, one saying lo
the other "My social worker reckons I'm
just two muggings shost of a haliday in
the Seychelles.” Obviously, the
canoonist was parodying the case of the
teenager who was sent on an 80-day wip
to Africa by the Bryn Melyn community
farm in Nonth Wales. To refresh your
memory: a 17 year old boy pleaded
guilty 16 more than 30 charges at
Gloucester Youth Court. The offences
included ram-raiding, burglary,
vandalism and violence. The Coun felt
imprisonment wasn the right sentence
and ordered that he be sent to the Bhm
Melyn therapy centre. They in tumn sent
the boy with one of their “therapists” to
Africa on a £7,000 safari a1 public
expense. On reruming from the wip the
youth described his 1ravels as “weird
and swpid”; the finer tasies of the
Pyramids and cruises along the Nile had
escaped him. We do not know the
effects on the “therapist™, but one begins
10 wonder for whose benefit the whole
caper was organised. In any case, duee
days after returning, the youth was
sriesied on, amongst other things,
suspicion of drink-driving. This time the
Court banned him from driving for a
year, ordered him o pay 460
compensadon Lo the teacher he had hit
over the head with a metal rod and sem
him back 10 the same Centre for more
“therapy®. But this time he will not be
going abroad, according to a
Gloucestershire social services officer.

Punishment for crimes in Britain has
become a joke. But it is not a laughing
matier, So much misery is caused 10 the
ondinasy citizen who expects protection
from the State from mindless thugs and
vandals. And so many millions of
pounds are spent on bseless anempts to-
“reform” criminals. The powers that be
seem (0 be afraidi of punishing thase
who commit serisus crimes and’ require

10 be punished. One iz baffled and
begins 10 wonder why this is so, uniil
one goes back a couple of centuries and
sees the truly barbaric and heinous
nature of punishments inflicted for the
most menial of offences. In counsel’s
opinion it is the specice of maksing the
ghosis of Olde England that frighten
today's social philosophers and
legislators. Allow me to take you on a
tour of old time punishments and be
prepared for spooky ride.

You've probabily never heard of the
brank. This vicious contraption was
used to punish women who gossiped,
or spoke their mind to some petty
tyrant, or for plhin-alking 10 a2 wrong-

deer, or even for Laking to task a lazy
drunken husband. The brank may he
described as sn iron framework which
»as placed on the woman's head,
enclosing ft in a kind of cage: it had' in
the front a plate of iron which was
either shampened or covered with spikes.

,°r."fi¢ﬂfﬁf ccj&‘,lff.indfhbﬂl.
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and was so situaled as to be placed in
the mouth of the victim, and if she
anempted 10 move her 1ongue in any
way, it was cenain to be shockingly
imjured. With the brank on her head she
was marched through the sireets, led by
a chain, held by one of the iown's
officiats, an object of coniempt, and
subjecited 1o jeers of the crowd and
ofien lefi to their mercy.

The brank that has received the greatest
auention is the one preserved in the
vestry of Walton-on-Thames Parish
Church. It bears the date of 1632, and
the followimg couplet:

“Chester presenis Walion with 2 bridle
To curb women's wngues that 1alk 100
idle.®

Tt is wraditionally said that this brank was
given 10 Walion Parish by a person
named Chester, who had, through a
gossiping and lying woman of his
acquaintance, lost an estate he expected
10 inhenit from a rich relative,

Isabel Lindsay, one day stood up in the
parish church of St. Andrews during
“divine” service, when Aschbishop Sharp
was preaching, and declared that when
he was a college student he was guilty
of an illicit amour with her. She was
arresied for this statement and was
sentenced “10 appear for a succession of
Sundays on the repentance stool,
wearing the brank.” 1 wonder whether
Cecil Parkinson, Tim Yeo and a whole
host of other Tory MPs wish the brank
was still available for their ell-1ale
woman.

Have you heard of the piltony? In this
countey in bygone days the pillory was a
familiar sight, and, perhaps no method
of punishment was more generally
employed. In some cases the offender’s,
ears were mailed 10 the pillory or even
cut off. In other case the offender’s nose
was slit and his face branded with
letiers. In 1556, one offender was
brought “from Westminster Hall, rding
with his face to the hore tayle, with a
paper on his head. set on a pillovie. and
then burned with a hot ron on hath his
checks with two leners: (F and A) for
false accusing:”

In 1731 Japher Cook was: convicted: of
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The Battie over Gay Clergy

Demands for toleration shake many North American churches

ot 80 long ago, Christians

who were homosexual de-
voted much of their energy to
cloaking that (act. Todiky nist
only have many of thes come
out of the closet, but they are
also slaging rallies, dimrupting
worship services and agpres
sively demanding church en-
dorsement of their life-styles
For gay liberattonisty, nothing
would better epitomize moral
acceptance than for the
churches to ordain open, prac-
ticing homosexuals as clergy.
The resukt is a bitterly fought
battle over (ke acceplance of
gay ministers now being wagsd
in both the Roman Cathalk
Church and mainline Protes-
tant groups.

The latest skirmish erupied
lnst week in San Franclsco, ax
parishioners of §1. Francis Ly-
theran Church voted 4610 5
call a lesbian couple as assistant
pastors: Ruth Frost and Phyllis Zillhert,
both graduates of Luther Northwestermn
seminary in Minnesota. Bishop Lyle
Miller refuses to approve them as minls-
ters because they will not commit them-
selves o sexusl abstinence. The congrega-
lion,lnll’gay,wil] have 10 ordain Lhe
women on its own, defying both the ordi-
nation rules of the 5.3 ion-member
Evangelical Lutheran Chtrch in America
angd 118 policy against “homosexust erotic
aclivity” among ministers.

In the Episcopal Church, nume.mm
openly the d -

high,

PP

tion's official stand against ordination of |

“practicing” homosexuals. Some clsrgy
are promotisg more radical opinions
Carter Heyward, cme of the Eplicopa-
lians’' pioneer female priests, is now an en-
thusiastic leabian and a theology professor
at the Episcopa] Divinity School in Mas-
sachusetts. In & aew book, Touching Our
Strength: The Erotic as Powet and the
Love of God (Harper & Row; $1295),
Heywnrd says that for gays “fidelily to cur
pnmnry relational commitments does not
require monaogamy.” She even allows for
some sadoraasochism.

In the 89 million-member United
Methodist Church in the U.S., ecclesingli-
cal legislatures have wrestled wilk several
cases invoiving gay clergy. Though some
national church agencies have advocated
toleration of gay chergy, ETRES-T00LS COn-
servatives have fasded off any such policy
change. The latest round of the 17-year

Mew Yook City priost coletn rting Sans for Catsalic bemosarunls

baltle involves a committee that is re-
examining the church's approach o ho-
mosexuality. The Presbyterian Church
loo is restudying sexuality, raising the
prospect that its stand against gay behav-
ior could be changed.

Some Protestant denominations have
landed on the liberationist side. The Uni-
tarian Uni Jists openly wel
clergy. The U.S. United CbumhoIChnsl
which in 1972 became the irst major de-
nomination (0 ordain an avowedly homo-
sexual clergyman, subsequently slated
that homosexual orientation is no barrier
(o ordination, leaving open the matter of
ministers’ aclive sexual behavior. The
United Church of Canada is in an uproar
over a similar policy is-
sued last year.

Perhaps the most
emotional debales are
those now occurring
within the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Father An-
drew Greeley, the irre-
pressible U.S. sociologist
and novelist, complained
in a recent anticle that re-
gard for priestly celibacy
is being undermined by a
“national network” of ac-
tively homosexual clergy.
“In some dioceses, certain
reciories have become
lavender houses,” he
grumbled. Theologian

Richard McBrien of the University of o=
tre Dame contends that hornosexuality is
50 widespread that “helerosexual males
are deciding in ever increasing numbers
not éven [0 consider Lhe priesthood.”

Just how commor ks b
sexuality among the Cathlic
clergy? A September Washisg-
5 1o Pozy artiche cited the figures
of & Baldeidre therapist, A W.
Richard Sipe, who, after 25
years of interviewing 1,000
priests, concluded that 20 of
thke US’s Catholic clergy are
By, haif of those sexually ac-
tve Sipe also estimates 1ot 495
of priests are sexually atrracisd
1o adolescents and an addition-
al 2% to children under 13. Be-
sponding last month, Dawi
Brinkmoelier, director of ihe
US. bishops’ secretarial an
priestly life, questioned the vs-
lidity of the figures.

In a new anthology, Homo-

ltry im the Pri d and
the Reltgious Life (Crossrond;
§14.99), Szivatorian priest Rob.
ert Nugent, who has worked
among gay Catholics for twelve
years, says eslimates on ithe
numbers of homosexual clargy
range from “the most conservative 104 o
a more reasonable 20%" or higher. He
notes tha a US. survey by vocation dimee-
tors in men’s religious orders showed |t
from 1981 to 1985, 5% of candidales se-
cepted for the priesthood identified them-
selves 10 the church as being b
in orientation.

In another recently published anthod
ogy, Gay Priests (Harper & Row; $17 %3),
University of Kentucky ressarcher James
G. Walf reports the results of a survey
conducted among a loose network of f-
mosexual clergy who sent the question-
naires to one another. The t01 respos-
dents, obviously not a representative
sample, typically estimated the extens of
clerical homaosexuality at
40% 1o 60%. Though
2 those numbers areof litiie
E scientific value, the par-

= ticipating priests offired
interesting revelations on
their own views. Only one
of them said he had ab-
stained entirely from sen
once he became a priest.
37% reported their saxusl
aclivity to be frequest
since ordination.

Influenced by liberal-
izalion in both theology
and society, such clergy-
men reject of redefine the
official concept of celiba-

Y L

PRy

Lutheran couple: ZE8artand Frost  ¢y. Many of them intg-
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THE NICENE CREED

(Man-made Doctrine)

WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD (THE FATHER), THE ALMIGHTY, MAKER

OF HEAVENS AND EARTH, OF ALL SEEN AND UNSEEN.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from
True God, begotten not made, one in being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the
Virgin Mary and became a man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died,
was bwied. On the third day he arose again from the dead in
fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his Kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshipped and glorified He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Note: The first part of this Nicene Creed is the Islamic concept of the
Oneness of Allah (God).

The second part is the Christian concept of God, in Christianity at the time
of king Constantine 1 who supported the Council of Niceae's doctrine of
Trinity (325AD)
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New

Paths in

Muslim
Evangellsm PHIL PARSHALL

Evangelical Approaches to Contextualization

Too long the church has been programmed to accept the inevitabilities of
meager results in the efforts toward Muslim evangelization. The reasons for
this tailure in missions must now be probed and resolved as the world today
is coming alive to the presence of the Muslim religious community.

With a piercing urgency, Dr. Parshall challenges the church to look with a
critical eye at the whole subject of Muslim evangelism, to forsake former
presuppositions, and to become conscious of God speaking in a new and
fresh manner—not in regard to his changeless Word—but in areas of extra-
biblical methodology.

From his varied experiences on the Muslim mission field, the author applies
with sensitivity and care the principles and practices of contextualization to ad-
vance the evangelical church among Muslim communities.

.. .the most practical and comprehensive treatment of the problems of

contextualization yet to appear in print... This book is an absolute
must for every missionary. . ..

J. Herbert Kane

School of World Missions

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Phil Parshall. .. takes the reader with him into the heart and mind of a

Muslim and lets him see both Islam and Christianity through Muslim

eves. In clear distinction, the unnecessary cultural barriers to faith in
Christ are separated from the inevitable oftense of the cross.

Dr. John Gration

Professor of Missions

Wheaton Graduate School

Dr. Phil Parshall completed studies at Tennessee Temple College (B.A.}, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School (M.A.), Wheaton Graduate School (M.A.), and
Fuller Theological Seminary (D. Miss.). He is a missionary with twenty-one
years experience. He has also authored The Fortress and the Fire,
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New Paths in
Muslim Evangelism

Evangelical Approaches to Contextualization

Phil Parshall

Foreword by Warren W. Webster
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| PUBLIC EYE

by Maragaret Carlson

Full of Grace

OSEPH CARDINAL BERNARDIN SITS IN HIS FOURTH-FLOOR OFFICE AT THE

Chicago archdiocese two days after a suit against him alleging sexual abuse

has been withdrawn. He has got calls from the Pope and the First Lady on his

red phone, the anly dash of color in the severely plain room. He turns away
from his marble conference table to point at the window he looked out on the
day before the suit was filed last November. He remembers seeing a few report-
eérs huddled below riear the canopy of the Barelay hatel, peering up at his office.
Every time he glanced down, there were more of them until, like the birds in
Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, so many had gathered that he knew the situation had.
grown ominous.

He left his office and went home to change for a charity dinner. Reporters
were waiting for him there too, and at that point he decided he had to take their
questions. “I'm an cpen person, not defensive. I hadn’t even seen this suit, but it
was clear I couldn’t wait. So I simply told them I had never abused anyone at any
time at any place.”

What happened next is a textbook illustration of how people can manipulate
the media and why journalists must
do their own homework before giv-
ing extended airtime to uncorrobo-
rated allepations. According to a
source familiar with the case, the
plaintiff’s lawyer had rushed to file
the suit in hopes of having it includ-
ed in an imiminent CNN special on
priests and sex. Indeed, plaintiff
Steven Cook, 35, hud been made
available for an exclusive CNN inter-
view. Sure enough, when the suit
was filed the next day, Nov. 12, CNN
aired the interview with Cook, who
said he had repressed the memory
that the Cardinal had had sex with
him when he was a teenage pre- \ogicmyon comes forthe Cardinal
seminarian in the 1970s. Bernardin
was given time by cNN later in the day for his own press conference. But that
fueled rather than cooled the story.

That Sunday, Nov. 14, CNN aired its hourlong special, which had been in the
works for months. Cook’s charges were added to the program and used to pro-
mote it. The show carried this introduction: “Charges that a prince of the
church, a man eligible to become Pope, a Cardinal on the forefront of reforming
how the church deals with clergy’s sexual abuse, has himself fallen from grace”

CNN was not alone in giving Cook the oxygen of publicity. But when the
only hook for a story is a lawsuit—which in America takes only one person
convincing one lawyer to go forward—the media are under some obligation
to check out the accusation. In this case, a modest amount of reporting
would have shown the charges to be suspect. Repressed memory is contro-
versial to begin with, and the hypnotist who jogged Cook’s memory is in the
graphic-arts business and is not a licensed psychologist. The evidence was
flimsy. There was no telltale inscription in a book Bernardin was supposed
to have given him, and Cook’s photo of the two of them was a group gradua-
tion photo, one of thousands Bernardin was in.

Bernardin struggles to be spirit and not flesh as he reflects on the case,
saying he nusged as swiftly as possible from “Why me?” and anger to com-
passion. His worst moment (“embarrassing and humiliating,” he says) may
have been when he was asked on camera whether he was sexually active.

Now Bernardin’s reputation as one of the most admired princes of the
church is sullied. His obituary will contain the charge of sexual miseonduct—at
least parenthetically. As penance for its fall from grace, cNN gave the Cardinal a
quarter-hour on Friday night to try to allow him to recover what was taken from
him. Is it enough? Is it too late? =
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“l have sinne:l againéf you, my Lord.”

Now It’s Jimmy’s Turn

The sins of Swaggart send another shock through the world of TV evangelism

{ was, without question, the most dra-

malic sermon ever aired on television,

There stood Jimmy Swaggart, 52, the
king of evangelistic videa, ready to con-
frant the ugly rumors that were encircling
his busy. buzzing gospel conglomerate. As
he approoched the pulpit. the cctagenal
Family Worship Center in Baton Rouge,
La., was packed for the occasion with 8,000
worshipers, 1,000 of them stand-
ces, while followers nationwide §
wilched he weekly lelecast, M
This duy there was (o be none of &
Swaggart's trademark piano
riffing or gospel singing, none of
his jig siepping, struning or
shouting. Clad in a severc suit,
the TV evangelist wailed quietly,

then began Lo speak.
I do not cull it & mistake.a
mendacity. [ call it sin ... [

have no one but myself to
blame,” he tntoned. A3 he con-
tinued, his voice somelimes fell
to & hoarse whisper, sometimes
cracked with emation. He em-

barked upon an extemnporaneous litany,
begging forgiveness in sequence from
Wile Frances {who nodded and smiled
tightly), from Son Donnie (who mouthed
the words "I love you™), from pastors and
missionaries of his denomination, from
fellow TV evangclists across the land and
from his followers around the world.

Then, Anally, he spoks direcily to “my

Baton Rouge warshiper weeping after tha contession sermon
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Savior, my Redeemer ... ] have sinne
against you, my Lord, and { would ask Ui
your precious blood would wash am
cleanse every stain until it i3 in the seas
God's forgetiulness, never (o be remen
bered against me anymore.” Afler a reac
ing of Psalm 51, David's masierpiece ¢
poetic contrition, the extraordinary perfo
manceé was over. Parishioners wept wi
abandon, some of them pre
trate on the floor. Fronces a:
Jimmy's friends hugged him as
led him away. Shontly afterwa
the preacher disappeared in
his luxurious 14-acre estate.

Al no poin| did Swagge
utter a word about what his ¢
was. But the entire world w
already learning about sexy
indiscretions committed oy
an extended period by this 3|
cialist in denouncing sins of
flesh. Swaggart. stood accused
strange, secret involyvemel
with prostitutés in sieazy n
\els. His own church body ac



Christian preachersin U.S. embroiled in sex scandals

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (AFP) — Having
only just recovered from one sex-for-money
scandal, television evangelism in the United
States is now reeling from yet another with a
bewildered public wondering just what Christian
preacher Jimmy Swaggart paid a prostitute to do.

Swaggart, 52, denied having sexual intercourse
with the woman but, according to a report in The
Washington Past, “paid her to perform pornog-
raphic acts.”

A tearful Swaggart announced Sunday that he
was stepping down temporarily from his ministry
and admitted 1o sinning.

It was the same Swaggart who had last year
denounced another television evangelist, Jim
Bakker, for having had sex with a church secret-
ary, Jessica Hahn.

Miss Hahn, who claimed she was a virgin up
until that encounter but has been accused by
others of being a prostitute, is now a resident of
Hugh Hefner’s Playboy mansion, having bared a
fair amount in Hefner's Playboy magazine.

Bakker made his own tearful departure from
his PTL Ministry (PTL being inierchangably
“Praise the Lord™ and “People that Love"),
handed the ministry aver 1a a fellow evangelist,
Jerry Falwell, and then fought bitterly but unsuc-
cessfully to get it back.

For wecks, Bakker and his evangelist wife
Tammy Faye, appeared at press conferences and
on television news programs in tears, claiming

they had been robbed of their “ministry” which
included a multi-million dollar theme park and a
television network, and that reports of their
extravaganl living were inaccurate.

Mrs. Bakker, who has been publicly lam-
pooned for apparently being able to burst into
tears on cue, said that when she heard the news of
Swaggart’s misforiune she...cried.

Swaggarl's confession of sin to his church
Sunday was broadcast in part on the Christian
Broadeasting Network (CBN), which showed him
in tears, Swaggart bad his own show on the CBN
network, which is broadcast to cable television
subscribers throughout the nation and to several
small television stations. That show is likely to be
dropped.

Mr. and Mrs, Bakker started their “television
ministry” when they left the CBN network some
yéars ago. CBN was controlled by another
evangelist, Pat Robertson, until he decided to
seek the Republican party nomination in this
year's presidential elections. It is now run by
Rebertson's son Tim.

Now the whole world of television evangelism
is in question again.

Falwell, a friend of President Ronald Reagan,
who has since given up the PTL ministry to return
fufl time [0 his own evangelical television empire,
said the Swaggari affair was “absolutely devas-
tating.”

He told students at a Sunday service: “We're

the last surviving ministry, the last one. Bakker is
gone. Robertson is gone. ..running for president.
Swaggart is now gon:. We're the last. The
credibility crisis is unbelievable.™

What is also troubling many of their followers is
not just the sexual behavior of their idols but the
apparently un-Christian manner in which these
men have gone around denouncing each other,

At the time of the Bakker affair, Swagpart
likened his onc-time colleague to a “cancer on the
body of Christ.” Bakser accused Swaggart of
having leaked details of the Hahn affair, including
allegations that Bakker was paying the onc-time
church secretary “hush money” from c¢hurch
funds.

ABC News reported List week that Swaggart's
clandestine goings-vn with a prustitute had been
revealed by another television evangelist, Marvin
Gorman, wha began @ lawsuit aganst Swagpgart
nearly a year ago claiming thal Swaggart had
forced the Gorman ministry into bunkruptey by
falsely accusing him of a number of adullerous
afiairs.

Gorman admitted to one "immoral sct™ with a
woman in 1979

Nevertheless, following Swaggart's tearful
farewell to his congregation in Alexandria.
Lousiania, both Gorman and Bakker said they
were praying for their former rival.

Meanwhile Swaggart has struck a deal with
church for a “rehabilitation program that could
reinstate him within thrce months.
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Turmoil in the Temple

A bitter power struggle is tearing apart Nichiren Shoshu,
Japan’s largest religious organization

By KUMIKO MAKIHARA FUJINOMIYA

n the moonlight, 200 gray-robed priests

bearing staffs and lanterns last month
walked softly across the grounds of Taise-
kiji, the main temple of Japan’s Nichiren
Shoshu Buddhist sect. The procession
commemorated the death of Nichiren, the
13th century founder of the
sect, During the annual two-
day rtual at the foot of
Mount Fuji, with 4,000 wor-
shippers in attendance, Nik-
ken Abe, the Nichiren Sho-
shu high priest, burned
incense and sipped sake to
celebrate the immortality of
Nichiren, just as his prede-
cessors have for 700 years.
But this year’s ceremony at
Fujinomiya city, 100 km
west of Tokyo, was not as se-
rene as it appeared.

A grinding internal
struggle is threatening to de-
stroy Nichiten Shoshu, Ja-
pan’s largest religious orga-
nization. A rift between its
religious leadership and the
lay organization that gives
the sect its disciples and
funding has split Nichiren
Shoshu’s estimated 17 mil-
lion followers into two
camps. The confrontation,
which some partisans liken
to Martin Luther’s 16th cen-
tury Reformation against
the Roman Catholic Church, has even
roiled the political waters.

The Nichiren Shoshu priesthood is at
war with its flock, an organization called
Soka Gakkali, or “value creating society.”
Soka Gakkai, which claims a membership
of 8 million households, forms the core of
the lay membership, spreads the faith and
donates money to temples. Since its
founding in 1930 by Makiguchi Tsunesa-
buro, Soka Gakkai has pursued a social
reform agenda that is inspired by Nichiren
Shoshu teachings. Among other things,
the society advocates applying individual
spiritual strength to the pursuit of world
peace through such means as cultural and
educational exchange. It also conducts
seminars and exhibits around the globe,
calling for nuclear disarmament and pro-
tection of the environment.

During the past three decades, under
the leadership of honorary chairman Dai-

Honorary chsirman Dalsaku Ikeda has
overseen a rapid growth In Soka Gaidkal

saku Ikeda, Soka Gakkai has grown rapid-
Iy through determined fund raising and
prosclytizing, recruiting many of jts mem-
bers from among people who moved from
rural areas to the cities during the postwar
economic boom. At the same time, Soka
Gakkai forged strong links to the political
and business establishments. Today it
provides the main support
for the second Jargest oppo-
sition group in the Diet,
the Komcito, or “Clean
Government Party,” which

played a dceisive role re-
cently in supporting legisla-
tion that, for the first time
since World War II, would
have permitted Japan to
commit troops abroad.

Soka Gakkai’s funding, dctails of
which are not made public, has bcen
mired in controversy. According to one
estimate, the organization collects as
much as a billion dollars annually from its
members. Its commercial relationships -
clude links with the Mitsubishi Corp.,
which runs Soka Gakkai's lucrative grave-
stone sales business; Soka Gakkai also is a
customer of the Mitsubishi Bank. Cur-
rently, authorities are investigaling what
happened to $11 million in the sales of
two Renoir paintings by Tokyo art dealers
to Soka Gakkai in 1989. The Mitsubishi
Corp., which acted as the society’s agent
for the sale, says it purchased the paint-
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The sect’s high priest, Nildeen Abe, and a
follower at the main temple near Mount Fujl

ings for $11 million more than the art
dealers claim they received. Earlier this
year in an unrelated matter, the National
Tax Administration Agency ordered Soka
Gakkai to pay arrears on $18 million of
undeclared income from its gravestone
business from 1987 through 1989.

But it is the rivalry over spiritual au-
thority that has created the split in Ni-
chiren Shoshu. Last month the sect’s
priestly hierarchy severed links to Soka
Gakkai, accusing the lay group of slander
for calling head priest Abe a “devil” en-
gaged in “coercion of blind faith” and for
conducting religious rites without the
presence of priests. In a 16-page “excom-
munication” notice, the group’s priest-
hood declared that Soka Gakkai “from
hereon has no relation to Nichiren
Shoshu.”

Soka Gakkai’s leaders
maintain that they are press-
ing a “religious reform”
movement and that they
£ protest the clergy’s “feudal”
E treatment of its followers.

The priests, charges Soka
Gakkai president Einosuke
Akiya, like their powers and
2 perquisites. “They view rites
" as a means of making mon-
cy,” he says, pointing out
that priests charge exorbi-
tant fees to conduct funeral
services and to provide post-
humous names and tablets
for the deceased. “We're
protesting the absolute pow-
er of high priest Nikken, just
like Martin Luther ques-
tioned the Pope.”

The priesthood dismiss-
es the accusations as ha-
rangues that cloak the lay
group’s real aim: seizing
control of religious author-
ity. Says Nichiren Shoshu
spokesman Kotoku Obaya-
shi: “We can only think they
have changed from our
guardian to a group that is
out to attack and destroy us.”

The real victims are ordinary people
who have turned to Nichiren Shoshu and
Soka Gakkai for guidance. “Both sides
are wrong,” lamented a 40-year-old ju-
nior-high-school teacher and Soka Gak-
kai member, during a pilgrimage to Taisc!
kiji last month. Though he respected the
high priest, he said, he could not breal
with the society. “I don’t have the courage
to leave Soka Gakkai because Fve alway:
relied on it for advice when 1 had prob
lems with my job or my family.” His dilem
ma is likely to persist; for all their pacifis:
beliefs, the sect’s warring wings are un
likely to eall off their fewd anytime soon. ¢
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® RELIGION

Afnca: Fertile Ground
For Catholicism

Atamonth-long synod, a debate on the extraordinary
difficulties and opportunities facing the church

By RICHARDN. OSTUNG

T. PETER'S, THE ULTIMATE SANCTUM

of Roman Catholic conservatism, has

rarely echoed with the rhythms that

filled it during an exuberant Pontifi-
cal Mass last week. Hundreds of Africans
sang traditional songs, danced, pounded
drums and shook gourds. The Gloria was
chanted in Swahili, the responsorial Psalm
in Ethiopian Geez. Most striking of all, the
liturgical booklet was illustrated with Afri-
can paintings that depicted Jesus Christ
and his disciples as black. Bestowing his
benediction upon it all, Pope John Paul IT
declared that “all of Africa is present today
in St. Peter's”

Thus began a month-long Synod of
Bishops, in which nearly 300 African
church leaders, and dozens from else-
where, are planning strategy for Africa, the
continent where the faith is showing its
maost spectacular growth. If, with the fes-
tive worship, the Pope was telling the
world that Africa and its ways are fully ac-
cepted in the church universal, the synod is
meeting against a backdrop of discontent
in Africa itself. There is grumbling about
the venue: some priests and laymen sug-
gest that an African synod should meet in
Africa, not Rome. There is also concern
that the Vatican's formal agenda will not

leave enough time for pressing issues such
as population growth or polygamy.

The synod reflects the fact that Africa
offers extraordinary opportunity for the
church. The continent today counts at least
92 million Catholics, compared with 52
million in 1980 when John Paul made the
first of his 10 visits to the region. In contrast
to the trend in the West, seminary enroll-
ment in Africa is on the rise (currently
55,000). The continent’s 20,700 priests and
42,000 nuns are backed up by a unigue
corps of 264,000 lay catechists, who do
much of the everyday ministering.

Given Africa’s wide mange of prob-
lems—tribal and civil war, dictatorship,
famine, aips—there is plenty of work for
such an army of spiritual counselors. In the
religious realm, too, there are serious diffi-
culties: Catholics are persecuted in some
Muslim lands; Pentecostalists and “African
Independent” churches offer Christian
competition, and some converts are per-
petually tempted to stray back into tribal
religions they never quite left,

Still, Catholicism increasingly has been
using its power to speak out against social
injustice, especially in countries run by op-
pressive regimes: Kenya and Malawi pro-
vide two dramatic and ongoing examples.
In South Africa the hierarchy condemned
apartheid as “intrinsically evil” as early as
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POPE AND PRELATES: John Paul, center,
opans synod with bishops from the region
where Catholiclam Is growing most rapldly

1857, and later integrated Catholic schools
in defiance of goviernment policy.

The Vatican has shown a striking readi-
ness to bend the rulless where Africa is con-
cerned. Though Rome rarely grants permis-
sion for priests to hold political office, Africa
is treated more loosely, apparently on the
assumption that countries in crisis need all
their human assets. Benin's Archbishop Isa-
dore de Souza, for example, did not wait for
Vatican approval in 1990 before taking
charge of a nationwide emergency confer-
ence that wound up ousting General Math-
ieu Kerekou and refashioning the govern-
ment; Rome uttered no complaints after the
fact. Since then bishops in Congo, Gabon,
Togo and Zaire have temporarily assumed
nonpartisan national leadership posts in
sirnilar efforts to overcome political crises.

The Vatican has also shown flexibility
in the matter of priestly celibacy, which
poses a grave problem for traditional Afri-
can culture. Experts estimate, sotto voce
that up to three-fourths of African priest:
are in effect married and raising children
“It is no secret in Rome. It is accepted be
cause if you want to deal with it, you are go
ing to have to deal with the loss of your cler
gy, says a veteran missionary expert.

The African bishops did manage to ge
one potentially sensitive topic on the syn
od’s agenda: “inculturation,” which in it
mildest form means the faith taking root i
a new culture. “There's no reason for ex
eryone to make such a big deal out ¢
inculturation,” says a Vatican official, wh
points out that when Christianity first aj
rived in Rome, “it took pagan customs an
adapted them to the liturgy” Althoug
Africanization was celebrated at la
week’s Mass, the Vatican remains wary:
fortnight before the synod opened, it i
sued new guidelines for inculturation
worship that wam against even a hi
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Alcoholism and Drug Abuse

Alcoholism has baen a major problem devastating virtually
all parts of the non-Muslim world. Specifically, the Americans
and the Russians are among the notoriously known alcoholics in
the world.

According to the U.S. Natlonal Center for Disease Controt,
“At least 48 percent of the cirrhosis deaths among U.S. men,
and at least 15% of cirrhosis deaths among women, s attributable
to heavy drinking.”

There are 10 million alcohol dependenis in the United
States. There, the death toll due to traffic accidents is 60,000
annually, of which half of them are related to alcohglism. Deaths
due to diseases caused by alcohol range between 15,000 and
20,000 annually; and sulcide and murder committed under the
influence of alcohot reach a simllar figure. The annual costs of
alcohol-related problems In the U.S. wera $30 billlon in 1971, $58
billlon in 1978 and $43 blliion In 1979,

Nine out of 10 Americans think drugs are a chief important
cause of crime and 81% favor using the Natlonal Guard to patrol
drug infested neighborhoods, according tq the survey released
on July 29, 1989 by the Lexis Computer Legal Research Service
and the National Law Joumnal. Asked to choose the “chlef” or
“Important” causes of crime, 91% of the respondanis sald drugs;
87% said the fallure of the criminal justice system and 81% cited
a decline In moral and ethical values. Those polled were asked
to score\the percelved safety of American clties, from one (very
safe) to ten (very dangerous). The worst eight: New York (7.65;
Miami, 7.23; Los Angeles, 6.95; Washington, 6.78; Chicago, 6.56;
Detroit, 6.38; Atlanta, 4.81; and Boston, 4.46.

In the Soviet Union, 37% of the workers are alcoholics.
Absenteelsm, caused not only by the need to spend hours lining
up for the staples of the next day's meals but also by widespread

drunkenness, Is prevalent In the country. Abseentism and

alcoholism are the twin menaces respansibie for the country's
low Industrial productivity and poor quality products.

The Soviet Union is on top of the world as the Number
One alcoho! dependent country, with 25 milllon Soviets suffering

from alcohol dependence, and 15% of the aduit population now
petting treatment for alcohol dependenca.

Per caput use of hard liquor In the USSR Is the highest in
the world and has reportadly increasad fivefold since 1940.
Rampant alcoholism I8 known to ba the most common reason

why one aut of two Soviet marriages now ends n divorce.
Alcoholism [s also blamed for 67% of all ecanomic crimes, 60%
of all serlous traffic accidents, and 90% of all murders.

Gorbachev’s war against the “green snake™ — alcohol
abuse — Included the closure of more than twa-ifirds of the
country’s liquor stores, raduction in the production of wines and
spirits, and the Increase of fine for public drunkenness from 3
rubles to 50 rubles. Pensloners, however, spend atemoons In
the three-hour vodka lines and then sell thirsty workers a glassful
at the end of the day — for double the golng price.
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Pvts. Vincent Gatimore, left, and Allen Te Vauit
and Spec. Dennis Baker, serving in the relief

Associated Presa]

mission in Somaila, sit outside a small mos‘queJ
they have renovated since converting to Isiam’

Soldiers Find Faith in Muslim Somalia

m Religion: Since serving in the relief
operation there, some have taken time
to study and eventually embrace the
local religion and culture.

By PAUL ALEXANDER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

OGADISHU, Somalia—Pvt. Ivory Smith took.

a deep breath outside the one-room mosque
and began the haunting call to Muslim dusk
prayers.

His voice carried over the drone of the nearby
generator, reaching a group of other U.S. soldiers
clustered around & truck. They turned, obviously

VA @ o i i 1 g g gl Lin g Gel il @

local culture and become Muslims. The Depart
ment of Defense said it does not keep track of suc
conversions. |

About 10 members of the 226th Supply an
Service Co. based in Ft. Stewart, Ga., have mad
the switch since January. That does not includ
Smith, of Neptune, N.J., who said he converted t
Islam about 15 years ago.

Capt. Bob Charles, head of the 226th, said th
conversions have caused no major problems for tk
military.

“Of course, our mission comes first,” he sai.
“But we’ve been able to work around their pra:y¢
schedules.” .

Every dawn and dusk, the soldiers gather at (L}
magonry building that they have whitewashed &l
repaired in their spare time to serve as a mosque:
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