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“The New Generation of British Orientalists: Prof. John F.

Healey as an Example”

Many things have changed in modern times, the old
colonialism has disappeared, and the connections between the
Arab world and the West are evident in several ways. In this time
a new generation of western scholars has appeared, especially in
dealing with Arabic and Islamic subjects, and they have a
different point of view from those of the 18" and 19™ centuries.

This paper deals with the life, professional biography and
travels of Prof. John F. Healey, professor of Semitic languages
and ancient history of the Near East in the Department of Middle
Eastern Studies at the University of Manchester.

He has written many books, articles and studies on the Semitic
languages and the ancient history of the Near East, and the
relations of the people of the Near East with other nations. He also
studied the political, social and commercial and religious aspects
of the ancient Near East in the period from the 3™ millennium
B.C. to the 7" century A.D.

Prof. Healey has concentrated his studies on Ugarit, the
Nabateans, the Palmyrenes and the ancient history of Palestine
and its peoples, such as the Canaanites and Phoenicians. Because
he knows several Semitic languages, such as Nabatean,
Palmyrene, Hebrew, Syriac and others, his knowledge of the area

has become profound and extensive.
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He expresses his opinions and views in many of his writings.
However, this study deals only with selected writings as
examples. We find from these studies his attempts to show the real
Arabism of the area and its peoples and languages.
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