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The current use of constructivist principles(practices) by
Saudi math teachers and the obstacles of applying them
from their point views

Dr. Muhammed Abdulaziz Awad Al-Hejaili

Assistant Professor of curricula & math teaching methods
Curricula & Methodology Department, Faculty of Education,
Taibah University, Maddinah Munawwarah, K.S.A

Abstract

This study 1s a survey of the point views of Saudi teachers of
mathematics about the current use of constructivist theory principles
in classrooms and the obstacles they encounter when they try to apply
them .

This study 1s a survey of the point views of Saudi teachers of
mathematics about the current use of constructivist theory principles
in classrooms and the obstacles they encounter when they try to apply
them .

To accomplish this study a six- dimension questionnaire was built
by the researcher which sixth dimension was about the obstacles. The
instrument was applied on a sample of 497 teachers from two Saudi
cities: Makkah and Maddinah. %ifferent educational stages where
included. The study revealed that teachers believe that they often
apply the principles of the constructivist theory in their teaching. The
average was 3.80. The results also revealed a higher implementation
level among the teachers with more teaching experiences. Regarding
the educational stage the higher use were among the elementary stage
teachers. In respect of the obstacles, the participants responses varied.
Some accepted the existence of the obstacles whereas others not. On
the light of the results some recommendations were mtroduced:

1- Developing teaching Pll)rograms and materials for pre-service

training programs which include different modern teaching
methods and strategies.

2- An intensive training sessions in which in- service teachers come to
know about modern teaching theories and how to apply them in
classroom.

3-Developing the textbooks in a way that gives a chance to teachers to
practice the use of modern teaching theories and strategies in
classrooms.

4- Reconsidering the allowed number of students in classrooms and
providing classrooms with the equipments needed to apply the
modern teaching methods and techniques.
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