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York: Columbia University Press, 1994.

Notes:

1. As a historical term, the word postcolonial generally refers to the cessation of colonialistdomination of one
country by another. It is thus a problematic term. For as this chapter explains, the cessation of colonialist
domination—the liberation of a colonized nation by the removal of the colonizers’ military and
governmental forces—does not automatically result in the cessation of the cultural, social, or economic
exploitation of the liberated nation by more technologically developed countries. And it is difficult to say
that a nation is truly postcolonial if it continues to be exploited by, for example, multinational corporations
taking unfair advantage of its cheap labor and its lack of environmental protection laws. By employing the
term postcolonial, as we do here, to name a theoretical framework used to analyze literature and other
cultural productions, we are not limiting ourselves to texts written after the cessation of colonialist
domination. Rather, we’re interested in analyzing writing produced as a result of colonization, which means
we’re interested in literature written at any time following a nation’s initial contact with a colonialist
oppressor.
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2. It is interesting to note that the concept of double consciousness was first articulated in 1903 by Aftrican
American writer W. E. B. DuBois in The Souls of Black Folk.

3. Today, the words imperialism and colonialism are often used interchangeably.

Before World War II, however, when Britain still had extensive colonial holdings, the distinction between the
two terms was fairly clear. Strictly speaking, imperialism is the system of forming and maintaining an
empire (a collection of territories under the control of a single ruler) through such means as military
conquest, the control of natural resources, the control of world markets, and colonization. Colonialism (the
extension of territorial control through the establishment of colonies) is merely one form of imperialism. In
the decades since World War II, however, such concepts as cultural colonization, neocolonialism, and
cultural imperialism—all of which involve the economic and cultural domination of one society by another
without the extension of territorial control—have blurred the distinction between the terms imperialism and
colonialism.

Works cited:

Achebe, Chinua. “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.” Massachusetts Review 18
(1977): 782-94. Rpt. in Hopes and Impediments, Selected Essays. New York: Anchor, 1989, 1-20.

. Morning Yet on Creation Day. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1975.

Austen, Jane. Manstield Park. London: T. Egerton, 1814.

Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culfure. New York: Routledge, 1994.

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. 1847. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991.

Bruccoli, Matthew J. “Explanatory Notes.” The Great Gatsby. 1925. New York: Macmillan, 1992. 207-14.

Conrad, Joseph. Heart of Darkness. 1902. New York: Norton, 1988.

DuBois, W. E. B. The Souls of Black Folk: Essays and Sketches 1903. New York: Kraus, 1973.

Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. 1925. New York: Macmillan, 1992.

Gordimer, Nadine. My Son’s Story New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1990.

McClintock, Anne. “The Angel of Progress: Pitfalls of the Term ‘Post-colonialism.” ” Social Text(Spring 1992):
1-15. Rpt. in Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory . Eds. Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman.
New York: Columbia University Press, 1994. 291-304.

Morrison, Toni. Beloved New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1987.

. Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination . New York: Vintage, 1993.

Rhys, Jean. Wide Sargasso Sea. London: Deutsch, 1966.

Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Knopf, 1994,

. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon, 1978.

Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein. London: Lackington, Hughes, Harding, Mavor, & Jones, 1818.

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. “Three Women’s Texts and a Critique of Imperialism.” Critical Inquiry 12.1
(1985): 43-61. Excerpted in The Post-Colonial Studies Reader.

Eds. Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. New York: Routledge, 1995. 269-72.

Tiffin, Helen. “Post-Colonial Literatures and Counter-Discourse.” Kunapipi 9.3 (1987): 17-34. Excerpted in The
Post-Colonial Studies Reader. Eds. Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. New York: Routledge,
1995. 95-98.




