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Notes

1. Frye’s Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays attempts to systematize literature in four different ways. He calls these
approaches his (1) theory of modes, or historical criticism (tragic, comic, and thematic); (2) theory of symbols, or
ethical criticism (literal/descriptive, formal, mythical, and anagogic); (3) theory of myths, or archetypal criticism
(comedy, romance, tragedy, irony/satire); and (4) theory of genres, or rhetorical criticism (epos, prose, drama, lyric).
Although there has been some debate concerning whether or not Frye’s work falls within the category of
structuralism, it seems rather clear that all four of the approaches offered in Anatomy of Criticism are structuralist
theories of genre because all seck the structural principles— such as plot formulas and character functions—that
underlie genres in the Western literary tradition.

2. Not all archetypal criticism relates the mythic motifs found in literature to literary genres. Many archetypal critics, or myth
critics—most of whom have been influenced by the work of Carl Jung—analyze literary works in order to identify the
specific myths on which they draw. See, for example, Bodkin, Campbell, and Jung.
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