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Adaptive Behavior as a diagnostic
index for autistic and mentally
retarded children

Abstract:

To examine the adaptive functioning of autistic and mentally re-
tarded children, Goder intelligence test, scale for autistic children by
the researcher, socio - economic and cultural form by M. Khalil
(1991), and dadptive behavior scale for children by A. El - Shakhs
(1992) were administered to 14, 8 - 13 year - old - children (12 autistic
and 12 mentally retarded) with IQ ranging form 57 - 68, and the re-
sults revealed that:

1 - There were statistically significant differences between autistic and
mentally retarded children in linguistic development Level, social
functioning, and adaptive behavior total score favoring the latter.

2 - There Were no statistically significant differences between both
groups in independent functioning, household - family roles, and
vocational - economic activity.
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