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Research Summary

Museums are considered a platform for knowledge and art
throughout history. They are one of the means of communication,
education, and knowledge; they also play a significant role in preserving
history as they are the heritage for each nation and a link over
generations. Museums pass culture, historical, artistic and literary
element from a generation to the next through their various forms and
aims. They also present to the whole world artistic and literary
achievements of human civilizations; thus, museum artistic values are
used then to establish means of understanding civilizations. Indeed,
elements defined as heritage are part and parcel of cultural tools and
programs which may help individuals and groups to memories their past;
they are accordingly theatres for memories. Such cultural places and
museum expressions contribute in reviving significant events. Eventually,
culture 1s fully understood when presented in a show.

To achieve aims of building national museums, it is important to
search for a communicative tool which may help those responsible for
museums to perform their cultural tasks and present the cultural value of
a museum and its displays to visitors of the new generations.
Accordingly, museum education, presented through a number of previous
studies, stress the importance of museum education; this is clear in the
studies of Magda AlyAL-Hefny (2003), Marwa Abdul Razak(2010), Abir
Sobhy Diab (1999) and Heba Hussein Talat (2004). Such studies indicate
that museum education plays an important role in building child museum
knowledge by encouraging body and psychological freedom of a child,
reinforcing mind images and creativity as well as developing coherence
with others, social relations and self satisfaction. Thus, the researcher

deems that museum activities, presented mainly in museum theatre,



develop knowledge and culture for a child through having communicative
relation between the child and the displays of a theatre.

The resecarcher believes that museum theatre is a means of
developing museum knowledge for a child, and this goes back for a
Number Of Reasons:

First: A theatre deeply affects and attracts audience, and
particularly children. Containing various forms of playing, a theatre could
develop museum knowledge; the world now has been focusing on
education through practicing various forms of arts; a cultural knowledge
is presented through many artistic trends. Theatre has, thus, played a
significant role as an effective tool of communicating culture to a child
through real interaction with the artistic elements of a museum, staying
hence in the mind and heart of a child, and building his/her artistic and
cultural awareness (Nabila Hassan Salam, 2013, P. 5).

Second: A museum is full of many displays: historic, scientific,
artistic and cultural. This could easily present a raw material for rich
topics that can be presented in a theatrical show full of vivid actions.

Third: the mixture of the artistic value of a theatre and the privacy
of a museum can create a communicative relation between displays and
visitors, particularly children. A number of previous studies stress the
significance of museum theatre for a child to acquire many concepts and
skills and to build his/her museum knowledge. Catherine Hughes (1999,
P.1), Tessa Bridal (2004), Susan Bennette (2013) and Mahinaz Wahib
(2014) indicate that there is always a more creative means to consider
displays of a museum and to attract visitors better than the theatre which
is a means loved by children.

Statement of the Problem:

Visiting a number of museums, the researcher has noticed that

displays are presented in a way that is quite difficult for a child to
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understand, communicate and to react with. Accordingly, it i1s necessary
to look for new tools to present museum information in a way that
provokes a child's imaginary skills and as such develops his/her desire to
knowelege. The theatre is then the most suitable way for doing this being
loved by a child. This can be done through a theatrical show that allows a
child to positively interact with displays, and so a museum would not be,
in this case, a place to be visited with no cultural aim whatsoever.

Study Questions:

e What is the significance of using theatre in museum?

e What are the methods used to theatrically present displays of a
museum?

e What are the artistic characteristics of a theatrical show in a
museum?

e What is the effect of a museum theatre in developing museum
knowledge for a child?

Significance of the Study:

The significance of the study stems from shedding light on a
particular form of theatre that is not familiar for children in Egypt, though
quite popular in the west. The study aims at using such a form of theatre
to develop a child's museum knowledge as well as to develop museum
shows by using museum theatre. Museums activities could, indeed, be
developed when displays are presented in an unusual way that may help
visitors, achieving thus both cultural and financial aims.

The significance of the study can then be summarized in the following
points:

1. To change the opinion of people concerning museums and to
activate its role for audience through an unusual artistic cultural
medium to be loved particularly by children, and this may
accordingly help the development of tourism.

-4-



2. To use a new medium in a museum as the theatre, characterized
by interaction as a method of educating children; this could
achieve a number of aims: cultural, financial and artistic.

3. To use museum theatre to raise the awareness of children towards
culture and civilization to interact with displays of a museum.

Objectives of the Study:

1. To educate children with respect to museum using museum
theatre.

2. To develop tools of museum presentation using theatre.

3. To design a program to let children acquire museum knowledge.

4. To identify the effectiveness of museum theatre a means to develop
museum knowledge for children.

The study limits:
1. Human limits :

A core sample:

Core sample included 25 children study on Capacity Development of the
Department of Shoubrakhit educational status of the province of the lake
between the ages of (10: 9) years; to apply them of museum theater

program.
B - the exploratory sample:-

choose randomly sample the survey number 15 children from the same
community and the core sample in order to verify the questionnaire

museum culture in terms of validity and reliability coefficients
2. Spatial Study border:

Museums in Alexandria has been implemented museum theater program

based on the holdings of three museums in Alexandria, namely: (Graeco-
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Roman Museum - Bey Citadel - Marine Science Museum (aquaculture)

and made these offers, the provinces of Alexandria and the lake
3. The Time limits:

The current program of study on the extent of the application (24)
hearing at a rate of three sessions per week, and lasted for two hours per
session, the application was in the summer period for the academic year
starting from the date of 2014.2013 06/29/2014 until 08/28/2014 was

identified on 30/9 / 2014 to perform the iterative measurement program
Study Tools:

1. museum culture questionnaire for children from the age of (9:10)
years (prepared by the researcher).
2. based on the museum theater offers a program (prepared by the

researcher).
Study Approach:

Researcher rely on quasi-experimental approach so as to appropriateness
of the nature of the search through the use of one experimental group and
which are subject to the influence of museum theater, a (demo variable \
independent) and see its impact on the education of the child Tvia It (the
dependent variable) and is measuring pre and post the same group to
study the change in education Inventory children through the museum

theater.

Results:
1. There are statistical differences for children getting introduced to
the museum theatre, specifically in the Greco-Roman museum.
2. There are statistical differences for children getting introduced to

the museum theatre, specifically in Kaite baye caslte.
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. There are statistical differences for children getting introduced to

the museum theatre, specifically in the aquarium.
There are statistical differences for children getting introduced to

the museum theatre, specifically in the three places.

. The program of the museum theatre has a positive effect

concerning museum knowledge.
There are abstract differences in the percentage of losing

information.

Conclusions:

1.

Museum theatre can facilitate historical knowledge and can present

it in an easy and interesting manner for children.

. A museum show can deeply affect audience since it categorize

knowledge through the various elements of the show, such as

acting, movements, costumes and other elements.

. A museum theatre show creates an intimate communicative state

between the performer and audience.

The children of the sample participated in the workshop designing
costumes of historical characters, and this caused a great deal of
effective participation that may develop creativity of children and
raise their cultural knowledge with respect to the work in which

he/she participated.

. The children were quite interested in historical characters and their

effective role in the development of the society, especially when
well-played by actors.
Museum theatre shows are quite effective tools for presenting

historical and Islamic knowledge.

. Actors interact in a simple measured manner with the show in a

way that does not mislead children and clarify knowledge for them.



8. Museum theatre shows focus on the positive perspective of
historical and Islamic characters a model that children may follow.

9. Museum theatre shows develop national awareness.

10.Museum theatre shows are interesting for children, and prepare
children well to receive historical information.

11.Museum theatre develops a positive interest for children
participating in a show.

12. Museum theatre facilitates understanding for children, and
presents life experience in an easy manner.

13.Museum theatre introduces history to children, and urges them to
use their past experience in their everyday life.

14.Museum theatre develops world museum knowledge.

15.Theatre can present scientific knowledge in an attractive and
creative manner, rather than the dry nature of the science.

16.Museum theatre can present knowledge to children using visual
and tactic images.

17.Museum theatre develops children's creativity, and so convinces

children through fantasy, and thus can fully understand knowledge.
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