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Introduction:

Al-Azhar University is one of the oldest and the most important
Islamic institutions, which accepts Muslim students from all over the
world, without any distinction. Therefore, it has a great number of
(Wafideen) Foreign Students seeking Islamic knowledge and Arabic
language. Some problems and difficulties may encounter those students

as they live in an alien society and different culture.

Purpose:

The main purpose of the study is to investigate the educational,
social and financial problems encountered by foreign students at Al-
Azhar University. It also aims at discovering if there are significant
differences among foreign students in facing these problems according to
the study five variables: the kind of faculty (religious-newly founded),
Gender (male-female), the student’s mother tongue {(Arabic- Not Arabic),
financial aid (scholarship — self - financed) and the length of stay in
Egypt (less than three years — from three to six years — more than six
years). The study then aims at producing recommendations and
suggestions of solutions for these problems.

Methodology and Sample:

The study has used the descriptive approach through a
questionnaire prepared by the researcher; to investigate the problems
encountered by foreign students at Al-Azhar University. The
questionnaire consists of Three areas, The first concerns with the
educational problems in five sub-fields: The problems connected with
faculty staff, curricula, evaluation and examinations, University libraries,
and some administrative practices, The second concerns with the social
problems in and outside. ¢ the University and The last concerns with

(8]



financial problems. The questionnaire has been applied on (750) foreign
students enrolled at the second, third and forth years at some colleges of
the University. The study has used some statistical methods, from which,
means, percentage, frequencies, and chi — square and correlation

coefficient.

The findings of the study:

The major findings of the study are:

I- The foreign student at Al — Azhar University are encountered by a lot
of problems, from which being late in getting the study books, The
difficulty in finding work in Egypt during vocations, and the shortage
of scholarships for all foreign students are the most Severe problems.

2-There are significant differences in facing the problems among the
foreign students according to the kind of faculty, and These
differences are in the side of the students of the religious faculties,
regarding the educational problems concerning with Teaching staff,
University libraries, and social problems inside and outside the
University, while These differences are in the side of the students of

newly-founded faculties regarding the other areas of problems.

3- There are significant differences in Facing the problems among the
foreign student according to gender, and These differences are in the
side of male students, regarding the educational problems concerning
with study content, social problems and financial problems, while
these differences are in the side of female students, regarding the other

areas of problems.

4- There are significant differences in facing the problems among the
foreign students according to the students’ mother tongue and these
differences are in the side of the native Arabic students, regarding the
social problems inside the University only, while these differences are
in the side of the students whose mother tongue is not Arabic,

regarding the other areas of problems.

L)



5-There are significant differences in facing the problems among the
foreign student according to the source of financing, and these
differences are in the side of the students who have scholarships
regarding the all areas of problems.

6- There are significant differences in facing the problems among the
foreign students according to the length of stay in Egypt, and these
differences are in the side of students whose length of stay in Egypt is
less than three years, regarding the educational problems concerning
with teaching staff, and administrative practices, and the social
problems outside the University, and these differences are in the side
of students whose length of stay in Egypt is from three to six years,
regarding the educational problems concerning the University
libraries, while these differences are in the side of students whose
length of stay in Egypt is more than six years, regarding the other

areas of problems.

At the end, the study has recommended some procedures to solve the
problems of foreign students at Al — Azhar University.



