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Education now secks to aquaint individwaSwith fundementals
of their natural and social environments on which they depent for
their life and prosperity . Besides , it develaps their environ-
ments and societies .

Despite the importance of environmental education to students
of the Agricultural Secondary School, the curricula adopted at
this school give prio\'T\y to technical and scientific perparation
and do not pay attention to the social side of their preparation.
This results in the inability of the graduates to perceive the
social reality of the environment . Moreover , these curricula are
more concerned with the cognitive , skill sides than with the beh-
avioural , social S\(5Q$of the environment. Hence , it is of major
importance to use the environmental approach in teaching these
curricula so as to overcome their areas of weakness and also focus
on their emotional , skill sides , thus developing their environ-

mental attitudes.

For the above reasons , the researcher conducted a study with
the purpose of using the environmental approach in teaching the sp-
eclalized course of industrial agriculture ; one of the courses ot

study at the Agricultural Secondary School.

The research prablem has been summed up as follows
What is the effect of using the environmental approach in Leaching
the specialized course of industrial agriculture to the students
of the Agricultural Secondary school and their environmental atti-

tudes?

This research is linited to :
The Agricultural secondary School . the three - year scheme.
. The Agricultural scetion only .
. The specialized field of industrial agriculture .

LN

. The specialized curiculum of industrial agriculture.
(Agricultural Industries)

5. Using the environmental approach in teaching one of the units of
the speciatized course to a group of third year studunts of the
Agricultural secondary school in Fayoum.

6. Measuring environmental attitudes only (of all the objectives of

environmental education)



ca

‘The researcher attcmpted to verity the following hypotheses:

. The specialized curriculum is not interested in the ohjectives

or content of the philosophy of environmental attitudes.
Teacher of the specialized curriculum fo not trach it in such
a way that helps to achieve the objectives of environmental

education.

. There are significant statistical differences in the attitudes

of the experimental group students before and after their study’
of the unit of "Food Decay" through the environmental approach.

. There are no significant statistical differences in the attitud

es of the control group students before and after their study

of the unit of "Food Decay" through the environmental approach

. ‘There are significant differences between the attitudes of the

experimental group students and the control group students after

teaching them the unit mentioned above.

In order to answer the research problem and verity the res-

ch hypotheses , the following steps were followed :

- Tﬁe study started with a review of the previous research and

studies concerned with the research topic.

The second step was to identify the objective of the agricultural
secondary school and find out the relationship between these obj-
ectives and the objectives of environmental education.

The third step was to envaluate the specialized curricubum as

follows :

. BEvaluating the objectives and content of theis curriculum in the

light of a list of criteria.
Evaluation has shown that this curricul is not interested in
philosophy of environmental cducation or its objectives , thus

supporting the first hypothesis.

Evaluating the method of the teachers of this course and also
their environmental behaviour with an observation sheet . Qbserv-
ation has shown that the method of most of them is not efficent
enough and that their environmental behaviour does not help to
achieve the objectives of environmental education , thus supp-

orting the second hypothesis .



- The fourth step was to use the environmental approach
in teaching the specialized curriculum as follows
A. Choosing the unit of "Food Decay" as a model for the other curri-

culum units.

B. Preparing a reterence for this unit that shows how to use the
environmental approach in teaching its subjects .
C. Preparing an evaluation davice for this unit which is a measure

of attitudes such as the issue of food pollution.

The sixth step was to try out the unit and measure its ettect-
iveness in developing the environmental attitudes of students.
The unit was used with two equivalent groups of students ol
the specialized course of industrial agriculture :
+ One group is experimental and the other is control.
The results of using the measure were as follows

1. There are significant statistical differences in the attitudes
of the experimental gro\xr students before and after teaching
them the unit through the enivronmental approach.

2. There are no significant statistical differences in the attit-
udes of the control group studants before and after teaching
thég:Ghit through traditional method of teaching , thus suppor-
ting the fourth hupothesis.

3. There are significant statistical differences between the att-

itudes of the experimental group students and the control group

students before and after teaching them the unit thus supporting
the fifth hypothesis.
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