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Abstract of Research

Introduction:

The study of childhood constitutes a major part of the current
concern of science and scientists, and is considered one of the
characteristic landmarks indicating a rise of the scientific awareness of the
community. The study of childhood represents an import part of current
and future interest as it involves a vast section of the community, and
constitute the second generation (Adel Abdulla Mohamed: 1990, 5).

The development of knowledge in the preschool child occupies an
important position in the scientific research. It was dealt with by Piaget
(1962), Burner (1966), Ausubel (1963), Janni (1965) and others.

Most theories on the development of knowledge have pointed out the
importance of early childhood phase and the methods and means through
which the child learns how to think, and the different manners of
thinking. They unanimously agreed that the manner of thinking and
method of learning in this phase should be mainly by playing, use of
symbols, language, discovery and creation (Kathrine Lee: 1984, 35).

Piaget, 1962 believes that playing is the basis of all higher patterns of
mental activities, thus acting as a bridge connecting sensory-motor
intelligence stage to the more complex and abstract mental processes.
Thus playing occupies a vital position in mental development of the
preschool child and its impact continues in childhood (Piaget, 1962,
110-113).



Objectives of the Research:

This research aims to gaining more information about the
characteristics of development of knowledge in the Egyptian child in
preschool period, and the nature of his thinking in the context of foreign
studies and Piaget's theory. The research also aims at finding out the
extent of children's interest and use of substitutes of the real and symbolic
playing materials, to find out how close is the child to reality and his

understanding of such reality.

Importance of The Research:

The importance of the research dwells in the fact that we need to
define the development of knowledge in the Egyptian preschool child in
order to give him the appropriate assistance and guidance to help him

develop his logic thinking potentials and awarenes of reality.

The research also introduces playing substitutes and playing
materials on account of its impact on the development of the child's

language and thinking particularly during symbolic playing.

Research Terminology:

(1) Symbolic playing: the researcher uses this term to denote acting the
different situations by children using materials and things in an
imaginary way as substitutes for the real things and deal with them as

if they were actually used in reality.

(2) Realistic playing: is used by the researcher to denot playing free of

acting and does not accept substitutes or materials not consituting a



component of the playing. It deals with problems having one
realistic solution as puzzle games where the child has to complette

divided pictures.

(3) Substitutes: by substitutes the researcher means the playing materials
used by the child as substitutes for the real materials during the

situations the child is exposed to, in the symbolic and realistic

playing.

Questions of the research:

The research attempts to answer the following questions:

1. Does the child's selection of the substitutes vary in each of the realistic
& symbolic playing in aspect of gender variable?

2. Does the child's selection of the substitutes vary in each of the realistic
& symbolic playing in terms of age in aspect of child - age variable?

3. Does the economic-social status of the child affect the realistic and
symbolic playing?

4. Does the child's selection vary with the type of playing?

5. Does a relation exist between finding the correct solution by the child

and his age?

Research Hypotheses:

1. There are statistically significat differences between the frequencies of
male and female children in their selections of the different
substitutes in each of the realistic and symbolic playing in favour of

male children.

2. There are statiscally significant frequency differences among children



in the different age groups and their selection of substitutes in each

of the realistic and symbolic playing in favour of the older age.

3. There are statistically significant frequency differences among
|

children in the high and low economic-social status in selecting the

substitutes in each of the realistic and symbolic playing in favour of

the high socioeconomic level.

4. There are statistically significant frequency differences on repeating
selection of the standard substitute in each of the realistic and

symbolic playing in favour of the realistic playing.

Limits of the Research:

a. Research sample:
The research sample consisted of 60 children (Male and Famale) in the

preschool age, ranging from 3-6 years.

b. Research instruments :
i. Good Enough Harris test of drawing a man's Image, Standardized
by Fatma Hanafi.
ii. Study format for determining the Social status formulated by the
researcher.
iii. Statistical method:
The researcher applied (x2) to determine the frequency and

verify them.
Results of the Research:

The research results led to accepting the second and the fourth

hypothesis and rejecting first and the third.



