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INTRODUCTION

The psychological adjustment of the blind child is the starting point
towards his socialization and education.

As the social and psychological adjustment helps the blind child to get rid
of his feeling of inferiority as a result of his handicap, it also makes him sense
that he is just as any other human being, has rights and duties.

Therefore, studying the factors that lead to achieving psychological,
personal and social adjustment of the blind child, it is essential to achieving
any continuity in the efforts made to care for such children and develop their
abilities. Also, the blind child needs to achieve a minimum degree of social
adjustment in order to form an opinion about the society he lives in , and
eventually get assimilated into it.

THE PROBLEM
The study tries to find answers to the following questions :

- Is there a relationship between the kind of residence (boarding / day school)
and the blind child's psychological adjustment ?

2- Are there any differences between the blind children who lives in boarding
schools and those who live with their families, as to personal and social
adjustment ?

3- What is the nature of interaction between any two variables or more of the
study variables (residence - sex- adjustment) in each one of the study
groups 7

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The study aims at identifying the kind of psychological adjustment that
the blind child achieves according to place of residence : inside the institution
or outside it (with the family), at the personal and social levels.

THE LIMITS OF THE STUDY

The study is limited to the sample, and to the methodology used in
selecting that sample, as well as to the Egyptian society from which the
sample was drawn. It is also limited to the variables subject to study, as
measured by the tests and measurements employed in the study.



THE PROCEDURES OF THE STUDY
I- THE SAMPLE

The sample is made up of 80 blind children of both sexes who were
registered, at the time of the study, in primary one, two and three in schools
for blind children in Cairo and Giza governorates. All of them were between
the ages of 6 - 9 and had no other handicap besides blindness.

The sample is divided into two groups :

A- The boarding group (interhal residence) and is made up of 40 children : 20
girls and 20 boys.

B- The day - school group (residence outside the school) and consists of 40
children : 20 girls and 20 boys.

II- THE TOOLS OF THE STUDY
The researcher used the following tools :

1- A personal and social background information schedule - prepared by the
researcher.

2- Wechsler / Belview Intelligence Test (for children) "the Verbal Part."
prepared by Mohamed Emad Al-Din Ismail and Louis Kamel Meleka

(1983).

3- Personality Development Test (for children) prepared by Atiah Mahmoud
Hana (1962).

III- STATISTICAL MANIPULATIONS
1. T-Test
2. 2 - Way Differential Analysis
FINDINDS OF THE STUDY

1- No statistically significant differences were found between the scores
attained by the children on the Personal Adjustment Test as to the
residence variable

2- No statistically significant differences were found between the sexes as to
the mean grades on the personal adaptation test.



4 « AN LAUG Lasdll

3- There were no statistically significant differences between the children
scores on the personal adjustment scale due to the interaction of the two
variables : kind of residence and sex.

4- No statistically significant differences were found due to residence in the
mean scores of the children on the social adjustment test.

5- No statistically significant differences due to sex, were found in the mean
scores on the social adjustment test.

6- The interaction among the variables : type of residence and sex, yielded no
statistically significant differences in the mean scores on the social
adjustment test.

7- The differences in the mean scores on the general adjustment test due to
type of residence were statistically significant at .,05 level, for the benefit
of the boarding (internal residence) group.

8- No statistically significant differences were found in the mean scores on
the general adjustment test due to sex.

9- The interaction between the two variables : type of residence and sex
yielded no statistically significant differences in the mean scores on the
general adjustment test.

The researcher explains the fact that there were no significant differences
among the different groups in their performance on both the personal and
social adjustment tests, in the light of the similarity of the problems that the
blind boy or girl face in their early childhood years, irrespective of whether
they live in boarding schools or at home.

As for the general adjustment of the blind child, the findings point out to
better adjustment on the part of children who reside in school , which might
be explained in the light of better fulfilment of the basic needs of the blind
child, be it a boy or girl, inside the institution without any meaningful effort
on the part of the child.



