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INTRODUCTION:

The Kindergarten plays an important role in developing the
child’s personality. It bears the greater burden in discovering the
child’s ablities and giftedness, and in directing his capabilities in a
way that leads to developing the child to full potentials, including his
innate creative abilities. |

The present study consists of five chapters:

The first chapter refers to the significance of the study being
concerned with a decisive stage in life, and conse quenlty with the
importance of development in childhood, specifically in developing
creative thinking. The problem of the study, which focuses on the
activities curriculum implemented in the kindergarten, is dealt with n
this chapter.

The study attempts to answer the following questions:

1 — What is the nature of the activities curriculum ? What are its
main componants? And in what ways it develops the child’s creative
thinking?

2 — Does the training of the teacher (qualified/ not Hqualiﬁed)
have an impact on the way the curricﬁlum affects the development of
the children’s creative abilities?

3 — Does the implementation of the activities curriculum difter
depending on the type of the kindergarten (Governmental,
experimental language school, private Arabic or Language School)?

4 — Are there any differences in the kindergarten children’s

creative thinking scores, as shown on Torrance Test For Creative



Thinking, as a result of differences in the Activities Curriculum
applied?

Chapter Two presents the theories concerning the development
of the young child and his/her needs including those of Erikson,
Piaget, Vygotsky and others. It also refers to the philosophy of the
child’s teaching and learning theories such as Piaget’s and Bruner’s
theories. The Activities Curriculum’ in the kindergarten, its main
concepts, foundation and philosophy is also dealt with in this chapter,
in addition to the scientific basis on which the kindergarten children
books were built. This chapter also refers to the main Skills and traits
required in the kindergarten teacher entrusted with the task of
developing creativity in children. The concept of creativity and ifs
dimensions is then dealt with, including the methods of teaching that
impede or enhance creative thinking in childen, taking into
consideration the activities curriculum implemented.

The previous studies in the field of the pre-school child are
documented in Chapter Three. Those studies include the following
sub-topics:

a)  Creative thinking and the activities curriculum.

b) Creative thinking in relation to some other variables.
¢)  Activities curriculum in relation to some other factors.
d)  Studies concerned with the kindergarten teacher.

Chapter Three included also the hypotheses of the study.



The Methodology of the study is presented in Chapter Four.
This includes:
a)  The limitations of the study.
b)  The study sample : (320) girls and boys of the age (4 — 6).
The sample was divided into four equal groups of (80) children
of almost the same average 1Q.
All the four sub-groups of the children were selected from
Maadi district, one from each of the following :
1- A governmental experimental language Kindergarten .
2-  Aprivate language Kindergarten.
3-  Aprivate Arabic Kindergaﬁen.
4 - A nursery supervised by the Ministry of Social Affairs.
¢) The methodology of the study and the pilot study sample.
d)  The tools of the study which consist of :
- A personal/social information schedule (prepared by the
researcher)
- Children IQ Test by Iglal Sirri.
- Torrance Test for Thinking Creativity in Action and
Movement Standardized by Hamdi Hasanein .
- Torrance Test of Creative Thinking (Form B)
Standardized by Fouad Abu Hatab and Abdullah Soliman.
In addition, the researcher content analyzed (8) books prepared for
(Kgl) and (Kg2) by the Ministry of Education.
The tools also included three Observation Sheets for the

following purposes :



- Observation of the teacher as she presents the different
activities to the children in the Kindergarten .
- Observation of the teacher’s use of the (8) books prepared
for the children to help in developing the different skills
through a comprehensive activity curriculum .
- Observation of the teacher’s behaviour which leads to
developing children’s creativity through the comprehensive
activity curriculum .
The steps followed in applying the pre and post — tests on the main
study sample, and the statistical procedures applied, are presented in
this chapter.

Chapter Five presents the main findings of the study and its

interpretation .
The Main Findings of the Study :

[ — The study has revealed statistically significant differences in
the mean Scores of the three groups of Children who followed the
activities curriculum on the tests of Creative Thinking, compared to
the forth group enrolled in the nursery supervised by the Ministry of
Social Affairs, which does not apply a comprehensive activity
curriculum .

II — The findings of the study has also shown that children
working under the supervision of qualified teachers have achieved
statistically significant higher scores compared to those children in

classes run by educationally non — qualified teachers.



