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Translated into English as Rama and the Dragon by Ferial Ghazoul and John Verlenden,
Cairo and New York, 2002.
English translations respectively as City of Saffron, by Frances Liardet (1989), Girls
of Alexandria, by Frances Liardet (1993) and Stones of Bobello, by Paul Starkey
(2005).
Tilka al-Ra’tha, p. 36: English translation by Denys Johnson-Davies, The Smell of It,
London, 1971, p. 17.
Introduction to Tilka al-Ra’tha, Casablanca, 1986 edn, p. 6. On Haqgqi, see above, pp.
I11-12.

6 On censorship generally, see Marina Stagh, The Limits of Freedom of Speech.

11

12

13
14

15
17
18

19
20

An order that can be interpreted in one of two ways: either, literally, ‘tc end one’s own
life’, or perhaps, according to an Egyptian colloquial idiom, ‘to brood in solitude’. See
El-Said Badawi and Martin Hinds, A Dictionary of Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, Cairo,
1986, s.v.

‘Self’ in Arabic, but also containing a reference to the mythical princess Dhat al-
Himma.

As indeed does Najmat Aghustus, see above.

English translations of al-Lajna and Dhat are available as The Committee, tr. St
German and Constable, 2002, and Zaat, tr. A. Calderbank, 2001.

English translation as News from the Meneisi Farm by M.-T. E. Abdel-Messih, Cairo,
1987.

English translation as War in the Land of Egypt by L. Kenny, O. Kenny and C. Tingley,
London 1986.

On the outskirts of Cairo.

On al-Qa'ld generally, see Paul Starkey, ‘From the City of the Dead to Liberation
Square’, Journal of Arabic Literature 25 (1993), pp. 2—74.

To use Ed de Moor’s term: see EAL, I, pp. 386—7, s.v. Ibrahim, Sun‘ Allah.

English translation as Zayni Barakat by Farouk Abdel Wahab, London, 1988.

For a detailed study, see S. Mehrez, ‘Hypertext as Bricolage’, unpublished PhD
dissertation, University of California, Los Angeles, 1985.

English translation by Peter O’Daniel as Incidents in Zafrani Alley, Cairo, 1986.

Cf. Sun' Allah Ibrahim’s Dhat (for which, see above) for a similar technique.
English translation as The Seven Days of Man, by Joseph N. Bell, Cairo, 19g0. For a
useful discussion of ‘Abd al-Hakim Qasim, see H. Kilpatrick, “Abd al-Hakim Qasim
and the search for liberation’, JAL 26 (1995), pp. 50-66.
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22 English translation, together with another novella, Turaf min khabar al-akhira (‘Good
News from the afterlife’) by Peter Theroux as Rites of Assent, Philadelphia, 1995.

23 English translation as Aunt Safiyya and the Monastery by Barbara Romaine, Berkeley,

1996.
212213 Lo il — 24

25 English translation as Memoirs from the Women’s Prison by Marilyn Booth, Berkeley,
1986. A large number of al-Sa‘dawt’s other works have also been translated into
English and other European languages, considerably contributing to her inter-
national reputation. For translations into English, including several made by her
husband, Sherif Hetata, see Altoma, Modern Arabic Literature in Translation, p. g6.
For a study of al-Sa‘dawi, see Fadwa Malti-Douglas, Men, Women and God(s) : Nawal
El Saadawi and Arab Feminist Poetics, Berkeley, 1995.

26 Translated into English as Woman at Point Zero by Sherif Hetata, London, 1990, and
Two Women in One by Osman Nusairi and Jana Gough, London, 1986.

27 Margot Badran and Miriam Cooke (eds), Opening the Gates: A Century of Arab
Feminist Whiting, Bloomington and Indianapolis, 1990.

28 War’s Other Voices: Women Whriters on the Lebanese Civil War, Cambridge, 1987.

29 Miriam Cooke, War’s Other Voices, p. 5. I have slightly modified Cooke’s spelling of
ONe Or two names.

30 English translation as Beirut 75 by Nancy N. Roberts, Fayetteville, 1995. For a
complete list of translations of al-Samman’s works, see Altoma, Modern Arabic Liter-
ature in Translation.

31 Quoted in Cooke, M., War’s Other Voices, p. 6.

32 English translations of the three novels referred to are available respectively as The
Story of Zahra, tr. Peter Ford, London, 1986; Beirut Blues, tr. Catherine Cobham,
London, 1995; and Only in London, tr. Catherine Cobham, London, 2003. For other
translations, see Altoma, Modern Arabic Literature in Translation.

33 English translation as Flight Against Time by Issa ]. Boullata, Charlottetown, 1987.

34 Respectively ‘Asafir al-fajri (1968) and Khatt al-af'a (1970), and Qal'at al-Usta (1979)
and Jisr al-hajar (1982).

35 English translation as Dear Mr Kawabata by Paul Starkey, London, 1999. For a
discussion, see Paul Starkey, ‘Crisis and Modemnity in Rashid al-Da‘if’s Dear Mr
Kawabata: an essay in narrative disorder’, in Crisis and Memory: The Representation
of Space in Modern Levantine Narrative, ed. Ken Seigneurie, Wiesbaden, 2003, pp.
115-32.

36 Margaret Drabble, Foreword to Dear Mr Kawabata (cf. above, note 35), pp. vii—ix.

37 English translation as Passage to Dusk, by Nirvana Tanoukhi, Austin, Texas, 2001.

38 English translation as This Side of Innocence, by Paula Haydar, New York/North-
ampton, 2001.

39 Tel Aviv, 1986. English translation as Arabesques by Vivian Eden, New York, 1980.

40 English translation as The Secret Life of Saeed, the Ill-Fated Pessoptimist by Salma
Khadra Jayyusi and Trevor LeGassick, London and New York, 1985.
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For a useful discussion, see Stefan G. Meyer, The Experimental Arabic Novel: Post-
colonial Literary Modemism in the Levant, New York: SUNY Press, 2001, pp. 61-8.

Ibid., 100-6, for a discussion of this work, including the significance of the term
khurafiya.
Ibid., p go.

174-176 Loyl — 45
Quoted in Donohue and Tramontini, Crosshatching in Global Culture, 1, p. 221.

English translation by Catherine Cobham as The Long Way Back, Cairo: AUC Press,
2002.

London, 1988.

Aspects of the contemporary literature of some Gulf states have been extensively
studied by the Polish academic Barbara Michalak-Pikulska in her books Modern
Poetry and Prose of Oman, 1975—2000, Krakéw, 2002, and The Contemporary Kuwaiti
Short Story in Peace Time and War, 1920—1995, Krakéw, 1908.

For a discussion, see Meyer, The Experimental Arabic Nowvel, pp. 72-87.

In the words of Muhammad Siddigq, ibid., p. 76.

English translations as Adama by Robin Bray, London, 2002, and Shumaisi by Paul
Starkey, London, 2005, respectively.

Radio interview with Mariella Frostrup, quoted on the dust-jacket of the English
translation of Shumaisi.

English version published as Gardens of the Night, tr. R. Harris, Amin al-‘Ayonti and

Suraya ‘Allam, London, 1991.
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The novel was serialised in al-‘Amal in 1969 and republished in book form in
1989.
Al-*ArtisT al-Matwi, Muhammad, Halima, Tunis, 8th edn, 1980, p. 116.
On this and related themes, see Paul Starkey, ‘Some Aspects of the French Colonial
Legacy in the Tunisian Novel of the 1960s and 1970s’, Oriente Moderno, XVI
(LXXVIIL), n.s. (1997), pp- 151—-61. This volume of Oriente Modemno, on the theme of
‘The Arabic Literatures of the Maghreb: Tradition Revisited or Response to Cultural
Hegemony? contains a valuable collection of articles on modern North African
literature, and is a useful starting point for anyone interested in conducting further
research on the subject.
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For a full list, see EAL, s.v. ‘Boudjedra, Rachid’.
English translations available respectively as For Bread Alone, tr. Paul Bowles,
London, 1973; and Streetwise, tr. E. Emery, London, 1994.
English translations of Majniin al-hukm and al-‘Allama are available respectively as
The Theocrat, tr. Roger Allen, Cairo, 2005 and The Polymath, tr. Roger Allen, Cairo,
2004.
Jabir ‘Usfur, Zaman al-Riwaya, Beirut, 1999.
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