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The Desert is the barren wastes where here’s little
- or nothing atall - of water and plants. Itlooks like a
plain land without any complications in hills, or trees.
It failed in protecting many of its creatures which
tried to hide in its different sides. It also lost many of ~ *
its natural species. It was exposed to many killing
campaigns that aimed at every creature on the land
and every bird in the sky. And hunting exceeded its noble aims and its honest
meaning. The hardness of nature cooperated with the aggression of Man
against the desert. So, the protection of the desert became an urgent necessity
and aresponse to the calls of the desert for help.

The sand of Al-Rabe Al-Khali (The Empty Quarter ) is the magic of the or-
ient, and the subject of myths and the real face of the desert. These sand dunes
are formed by the syndrome of wind together with the art of drawing. Man
may ask how the wind could draw this striking picture by means of the fine
sand. It was drawn with unlimited precision and with monochrome.

These sand-dunes resemble painting in the utmost precision and beauty. It
is woven by the wind and the sand.

Many scientists believe that these sand-dunes are a terrible torn of deserti-
zation. On the other hand, poets, writers and dreamers believe that they are
the source of revelation; and a fascinating picture.

The form a crescent sand-dune, there should be a wind blowing over a lev-
el area that has no hills orbushes.
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We are in Orook Beni Muaredh in the south west of Al-Robe Al-Khali
The Empty Quarter). These sand-dunes have special forms. They are differ-
ent from the crescent sand-dunes because they have a linear sword form.
They are high and long. This special form depends on the blowing of the
wind. The wind blows from two lateral directions and the sand-dunes begin
to form a long a great distance. When this is repeated a gain, the height and
the length of the sand-dunes increase.

Orook Beni Muaredh in Al-Rabe Al-Khali ( The Empty Quarter) is one of
the natural protected lands chosen by The National Commission for Wild
Life Conservation and Development (N C W CD ) in The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The Oryx was seen in its wild form for the last time by one of the Sau-
di Pilots in 1979. this incident strengthened the possibility that the Arabian
Oryx had lived in this isolated sandy area. It was believed that the Oryx was
extinct twenty years ago. This incident was also behind the decision to con-
sider this area as a natural protected land by The National Commission for
Wild Life Conservation ad Development.
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kinds of desert plants that continue to life for a long period. These plants
enable it to become a suitable environment for finding the natural beings.

These sand-dunes form a natural barrier in addition to Al-Aredh moun-
tains which lie near this area from the south west. It is a stretch of Twaiq
mountain series which constitute anther natural barrier that can notbe crossed
easily.

The National Commission for wild Life Conservation and Development
adopted the principle of the open protected land in most of its preserved areas
and depended upon the natural fences only. The preserved area of Orook
Beni Mauredh is open from the four sides but it is surrounded by sand ? dunes
and mountains.

A look at the map tells us that the protected land of Orook Beni Muaredh
lies in the south of Saudi Arabia at the south west of Al?Rabe Al-Khali desert
with an area of 1198 square kilometers.

The Oryx a member of the wild cow family, is desert creature that can live
is this dry environment by its ability to live without water for a long periods. It
can absorb the dew on the desert plants which it grazes on the early morning.

The Oryx is called Al-Widheidhi because it is very clear. It also white and
clear that t can be seen from a distance of 3 kilometers. The rays of the sun are
reflected by its white color. When compared with other desert creatures, it is
big enough,. That is why it became extinct in its wild form before the inter-
vention.

The National Commission for wild Life Conservation and Development
which repatriated the Oryx again.
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The Oryx, before it is released in nature, is exposed to many proce-
dures and it undergoes some exams. The specialists in natural research
centers give the animals an anesthetic and take samples from its blood
before it is released.

The number of the Oryx began to increase in many of the natural
protected areas. These protected areas prepared the suitable condition
for the increase of these animals under protection and control. The fe-
male Oryx gives birth after nine months. It gives birth to only one
young Oryx

The Oryx live either individually or in big herds under the control
of a strong male ; and the herd moves in accordance with the directions
of the leader. It compels the herd to stop when there s another herd
ahead. The heard had to respond to the directions of the leader Some
females move quickly to catch up the herd after bringing their small
ones who go in the wrong direction. The leader will not forgive these
mistakes resulting from ignorance.

While the leader is busy in directing the herd, the female looks for
her lost young but in vain. It has covered a long distance and has gone
far away. And the mother comes back to the herd.
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The young Oryx are exposed to many hardships when they are in
this makes the mother keep her young ones away from the herd. Herd
to protect her children from the sharp horns of the males.

The deer is considered the fastest and the most beautiful creature in
he desert. It ahs a slim body and small legs. These animals are accus-
tomed to the life in the desert despite the rareness of water. Like other
desert animals, it depends in its food on the desert bushes that life for
long periods.

The Arab peninsula was full of deer herds ; but the numbers began
to decrease because of in just hunting, ad because of the great brutality.
Hope have risen again after the intervention of The National Commis-
sion for wild Life Conservation and Development which imposed pro-
tection and prepared the safe shelter for these animals that began to in-
crease in number.

These animals begin their journey for food in the early morning by
looking for plants and bushes. Then they come back to their difficult
places where they spend the day in rest and relaxation. In the evening,
they leave their places and go grazing
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The National Commission for wild Life Conservation and Develop-
ment began to repatriate ostriches in some of its protected areas as is
the case in Mahazet Al-Sayed protected land. This kind of ostriches is
known as the Red-necked African ostrich. This repatriation was not at
random. Numbers in the Arab desert. These birds used to live in great

The ostriches began to increase in a safe and natural way in these ar-
eas. The female ostrich lays its eggs at the beginning of January. The
average number of eggs ranges from 10 to 15 eggs. The female ostrich
lays its eggs on the ground and looks after them but it des not build any
nests. The male ostrich remains near its females and participates in the
responsibility of keeping the eggs. There is usually an alternation and
the females keeps the eggs and looks after them in the evening.

The male rushed to us when we approached the female and the eggs.
It rushed to protect them. The African ostrich is famous for its fierce-
ness. It may attack human beings with his long legs and sharp nails.

The female’s feathers or the so called (Ar rabdaa0 are usually gray
but the male’s which known by (Al Dhaleem) are black and fine.

When the female is absent, the make remains lying on the eggs dur-
ing the morning hours. This common responsibility between the male
and the female towards the eggs continues for 42 days. Then the young
birds hatch out of the eggs and they will be able to leave the nest after
two or three day to follow their mother who introduces the new envi-
ronment to her young children.
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The female holds a greatresponsibility indrecting the young. I begins to
teach them how to get their food and protects them from the danger around
them at this early stage.

When one of the young birds goes astray in the open desert, it will be an
easy prey for on of the flesh-eating birds thatsoars in the sky, or to some ene-
mies on earth like wild cats that feed on Rodentia and small birds.

The female ostrich remains near her children and observes them cautious-
ly in this early stage. It defends them well wit her long legs ifitis necessary.

The Lappet-faced vulture eagle) which build it’s next on a tree called (a
cacia-tortilis ) is the only eagle that lives in the Arab peninsula.

The National Commission for wild Life Conservation and Development
observed numbers of these eagles which built their nests on tall threes in the
protected area of Mahazet Al-Sayed.

Despite the great body of this eagle, the female lays only one egg. These
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birds lay their eggs in the idle of January. The female lies down on her egg

continuously for a period of fifty-five days.

keeping the eggs is a common responsibility between the male and the fe-
male. After nearly two months, the eggs hatch and the young birds live in a
large nest with a diameter of two meters. It?s large enough to seat the two big

birds and their young.

When the female is far away from the next, the male takes care of the
young and the next. Taking care of the young continues for a period of one
your until they become able to fly and to look for their food by themselves.
While the young are living in the next, they need protection against ravens.

Ravens are specialized in destroying the eggs ad kidnapping the young birds.

The ravens are often seen flying near the horizon waiting for a chance to

swallow weak preys.
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia occupies 72% of the area of the Arab penin-
sula. The geological picture varies from region to region through a series of
mountains which differ in form and color. Al-Hijaz region, with its western
hills, is considered the most important in the Arab peninsula. It has low hills
and high summits.

We are the south west of the Kingdom of the height of two thousand and
seven hundred meters above the sea, where the natural protected land of Rai-
da lies. It?s one of the protected lands adopted by The National Commission
for wild Life Conservation and Development. This natural protected land has
special nature and different form. It is designed for plants in the first grade, to
protect the". Threes that are greatly consumed by human activities for fuel
and building. This kind of trees lives for a long period and it’s difficult to
grow naturally.

s’ Great groups of monkeys live in many of Al-Hijaz mountains known by
Al rabag / Babah). These groups have special social regime and leaders for
each group. There are social relationships among these groups and special be-
haviors.

The efforts of The National Commission for wild Life Conservation and
Development always try to increase the number of rare species. But the num-
bers of the monkeys began to increase to the extent that they began to threaten
the traffic on the high ways when they cross the roads.
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keys which live like parasites instead of looking for their food in
their natural environment.

The efforts of The National Commission for wild Life Conservation
and Development is not devoted only to deserts and mountains. They
extend to the sea to include the isles of Farasan in the Red Sea as one
of its natural protected lands for the Islands protection of wild life.

Farasan Islands lie in the south eastern part of the Red Sea, at a dis-
tance of 40 kilometers from the coast of Gizan. They include an archi-
pelago. The greatest among the islands is the Island of Farasan, with an
area of 350 square kilometers. Farasan is the only inhabited island
where the majority of its people work in fishing and farming.

Farasan is a coral island which was once overwhelmed by the sea
water. Water retreated in the very old geological epochs : This can be
seen clearly when you look at the surface of these island and their crest
which is covered with white lime and sea shells. In spite of this, there
are isolated area of soil which are good for farming, and have some
trees in the valleys in addition to other families of plants, the most fa-
mous are Doum palm and other kinds of trees. This made some of the
population bring some camels across the sea.
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Farasan Islands have a great number of Al Admi deer that were
brought to the island. They began to grow and to increase in number.
When these islands became included as part of the natural protected
land, the deer were protected against hunting.

Al-Admi Deer has comparatively long lets and moderate body. Its
color is something between brown and gray.

These animals can be seen in great numbers in these island around
beaches and houses and on the sides of the roads.

Farasan islands are a passage and a station for many migrating water
birds with their different kinds and forms like the Flamingo, the white
swan and the heron together with other kinds of the sea birds.
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There are many wading birds is the marshes of these island. The oys-
ter eater ad the white heron look for there food in these shallow marsh-
es. The water curlew lands in these areas and looks for worms and lar-
vae in the water.

The beak of The water curlew is 15cm long and it enable the bird to
catch the mollusk and crustacean inside the mud and the bottom of water.

These marshes constitute a good environment for feeding the birds.
The Mangrove Woods in these islands attract these birds to build their
nests there.

The Mangrove woods are considered one of the important plants
which cove the warm area of the world. The Mangrove trees have the
ability to resist salty. It is slow growing trees and it’s highest tall is
three meters

On the east side of the Saudi Kingdom, there are other islands in the
Arab Gulf, which are covered by efforts of The National Commission
for Wild Life Conservative and Development. The most famous among
these islands is The Island of Karan.

It lies in the Arab Gulf, 45 sea miles to the north of Jbeil

Karan Island, together with other fine island on the eastern coast of the
Kingdom, are included in the sea natural protected land of Jbeila. This is-
land which has a coast of 5 kilometers is the home for many migrating and
living birds, where they are provided with nests, rest and food.
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The crowned tern birds are the most common. They may exceed the
number of 10,000 pairs. They find a safe shelter for living and increas-
ing in this island.

These sea birds are unlike the other birds in relation to the time of
their migration to the Gulf and the Arab Peninsula. While spring birds
leave the Gulf region in March, April and May, the tern birds come to
the Arab Gulf and Arab Peninsula from the Indian Ocean and the Arab
Sea nearly at the beginning of May. This is usually called the opposite
migration.

These birds lay their eggs in small holes on the island in an open
sandy place. It is strange how can these birds find their own eggs
among he great numbers of eggs, and the most difficult is how can
these birds find their own young which move among these nests.

The tern birds lay their eggs at the middle and the end of June,
which is a hot months. The birds bathe in the sea then they come back
to their nests to cool the young birds with their wet feathers and with
their shade.

There are other kind of bridled tern birds which build their nests in a
different way from the crowned tern birds. They build the nests in the
middle of the island under the trees. These nests are not thick; they are
for away from each other.
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There is another kind of tern birds
which is called the white-cheeked tern.
They build their nests in the same island
and at the same time like others kinds of
tern birds. They build their nests by using
small pieces of straw, in group less than
the nests of the crowned tern birds.

The crowed tern birds build their nests
in groups in the form of great colonies as a
device for defense. Any enemy will hesi-
tate to attack these nests among the great number of these birds.

In the Arab Gulf and around these island, the rock heron in both col-
or white and black live. It is one of the wading birds that build their
nests on the small salty trees. The average number of eggs laid by these
birds ranges from 3 to 5 blue eggs.

When the heron birds leave their young, the young birds flock to-
gether to protect their heads from the heat of the sun. when the temper-
ature falls, the young birds separate themselves. This is one of the
methods used by birds to face high temperatures and co-exist in the nat-
ural conditions.
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There is a distinctive region in the north of the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia that has a different geological appearance. It is known by the
name of Al-Harrah. It consists of a volcanic hill covered by rocks and
lava. It?s surrounded by many extinct volcanic mountains that used to
throw lava in different directions. It consists of black Basalt rocks that
form a natural fence for this protected land.

Al-Harrah lies in the north west of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It
extends from All-Nufouth desert in the south to the borders of the Ha-
shemite Kingdom in the north.

Al-Harrah is considered as a fertile land where many seasonal plants
grow after the rain in winter. There are also other kinds of desert plants
that form a subject for the grazing of its wildlife.

There are many muddy low areas in Al-Harrah where the waters of
rain and streams gather to form large marshes for a long time. The tater
carries sedimentary soil that remains in the bottom. When the area is
dry in summer, becomes a level surface that prevents natural plants
from growing. This made The National Commission for Wild Life Con-
servative and Development use these level areas as an airport for its
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planes that are used for air observation in this protected land.

Because Al-Harrah region is covered with rocks and difficult to
cross, and because it ahs a large area, The National Commission for
Wild Life Conservative and Development resorted to planes to scan the
large protected land amounting to 13775 square kilometers. Scanning
by airplanes makes the observation more effective.

Al-Harrah area is often used for hunting despite its being covered
with rocks and difficult to cross. The use of planes play an important
role in studying the natural species and controlling law-breakers who
come to this area stealthily from different directions and numerous

When the pilot notices a car within the protected land limits, he
sends urgent signals to the cars of the land observation force. The car in
turn follow the car which came for hunting in the protected land.

When the people are caught, their hunting guns are confiscated.
Hunting instinct is found among the majority of human beings. The de-
fiance lies in how to satisfy this instinct. Here the role of morals. Ideals
and respect for the natural protected land emerges.
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Now, the season of abundance and hopes for the Bedouins, is ap-
proaching. Pasture is now growing, the weather is becoming cooler,
the climate is getting temperate, the green scenes are seen everywhere
and different types of plants are now growing.

The advent of spring season is not definite every year. Rain may not
fall and the earth may not produce plants so that spring is lost between
winter, autumn and summer. The birth of spring is one of the most sig-
nificant events in the desert world and for the Bedouin life.

The desert has changed from expulsive environment to a land that at-
tracts those who are adjoining it for picnicking, and it is no longer con-
fined to its Bedouin dwellers only.

During this season the desert is visited by many visitors and picnick-
ers, therefore to maintain the natural environment of the desert remains
the responsibility of the picnickers. Some of these people leaves be-
hind a lot of wastes from which the deserts will suffer for years.
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Although lizard lives in abundance in our Arab desert, its life is still
surrounded with ambiguity. Its life does not take its share of study and
research, but we will try to present the information that we know about
this strange animal.

Stability:

Lizard spends all the winter shrunk on itself in his hole and does not
go out of that hole till the end of spring. It starts to inhale the air of
desert again after it was buried in the depth of the earth. Its going out at
this special time requires changing its colour from dark green to light
yellow in order to be suitable for the burning heat of the sun as it dis-
covers that the surroundings has changed during its winter stability.
Accordingly, it must match with it. This process occurs by sense. Glory
to my Allah, the Greatest.

Mating Season:

Approximately, mating season of lizard starts at the end of April.
This period of reproduction is not special for the lizard but it includes
all reptiles. Lizard has special rituals at this period. The male shows it-
self in front of the females by climbing some small bushes announcing
its readiness for matrimony. This climbing and height give the lizard a
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wide-range of vision to flatter females. This showing process often
happens at midday because it is the most suitable time of the movement
of the lizard. When it finds a response from one of the females; it starts
to follow her.

The Unfair Hunt:

Lizards are exposed to a lot of hunting like other desert creatures.
They are not secure of chasing and catching even when they are in their
holes. The danger alert on this animal is that it is mostly hunted at mat-
ing season between April and May of every year.

Appeal:

Will this animal find someone who will support, protect it from ex-
tinction and take an interest in it by a documented scientific study This
is our hope.

At early and mid-march, small birds start building their nests.
Horned Lark is an Arabian Desert domestic inhabitant that stays there
throughout the year. It lays eggs in a shallow, few centimeter ground
depressed, nest and usually behind rocks at the edges of bushes. This
family of alauda is very beautiful and has tow feather horns that crown
the tow sides of its head.

Y4




gl i 2 535 Ll ol eolB, e 3801 e sulall ols oalass
5 a3 Layyalies (A0 jyseally oobie ¥ o Aladl 3y aias A5 3 GBS G
Lol laaadt e B ¥

dj_ﬁsﬂ.@ﬁhﬂ ;‘M‘)ﬁbw;@)ﬂbu@uﬁ LAjZ\:',\A_ng\ Bhﬁ‘h&_ﬁ
Al Jlobo el pmiall 2 cude yills oy Lganl (po reil Leki€y @il ol Lonss
@_y).” Jﬁ\ﬁifﬁﬁﬂ\fﬁm‘jclm‘ Lath ygidng

BN o Lelie T g5imd Lo Lile g gyl 5 sl b Laang @l af s
galall S #1831 ke 5y Biliaa b Ol g30 caslig Lo yai 41,01 dues

#Lis, Y1 120 T yaics o305 pLinyly caplt Ll 50 Leiliial @llus af L2
S s 508 G301 Benloe (e 1,000 Aading Bilal ,5ST ialf Jasms
ligd sl pmall o5y aaall jsuball (ilael Jle Gaadadl el JSay il
e Slall SO dady plin @ SUT cas 31

Lel sags 1 w31 lad s B 5,1 yanlly Lgeliwn] e Lgalsai jlacall mias
AL ol yna W) et al e il Y s 3,800 Ayl o B Bliasdly Sl

.3)‘):-._” &l})éu.a.a_'zﬁ&:b;\.‘.ul‘g&

The birds in this desert depend on the larva and worms which are
abundant during spring season, where they remain continually on ac-
tive movement between plants and rocks pecking at the earth surface
with their beaks looking for the worms and larva.

The skylark is one of the most famous desert birds. It is nicknamed
(Umsalim) by the local people. It stays permanently the desert and
does not migrate in and it is well known for its singing and running
about in the trees at the advent of spring season.

Umsalim lays its eggs at the end of spring and its nest usually con-
tains three to five fledglings. The parents alternate incubation and care
of their young nestlings, as the bids usually do.

Umsalim builds its nest in the (rimth) plants which are about 30cm
above the ground. This height maks the nest more secure and safe for
the young birds from the attacks of the reptiles such as the infamous
lizard, which poses real danger for the young birds in the desert, be-
cause this carnivorous reptile swallows the young birds.

The fledglings open their mouths for cooling themselves when they
feel hot, while their mother, who usually provide them with shadow
and care, was away for a short time during the evening time when the
weather gets cooler.
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Wild Rabbits

Wild rabbits are one of the natural animals of desert. They are most
acclimated with desert environment. Formerly, wild rabbits of the desert
had been seen very much, but now we do not see them in such large
numbers. We rarely see them in their usual wildlife except in reserves.
Many reasons are behind the rareness of this kind of rabbits, and the
first one is their extreme hunting in an irregular way all over the year.
This may be the most important reason that leads to this rareness, in ad-
dition that this kind of rabbits is slow in reproduction whereas just two
rabbits are born in the whole year. This is contrary to other rabbits that

are reproduced many times in the year and each time they reproduce
four rabbits or more.

Where do they live in desert?

Generally, wild rabbit is found near Ramth trees that it feeds on; and
from the other hand these trees are considered a safe refuge for it, where
it can hide from enemies as well as use it for siesta.
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Bustard is considered one of the most well-known and big birds of the
desert at all. It is also the most chased for hunting because of its delicious
meat and its beautiful appearance. As it is one of the emigrant birds, it ap-
proximately crosses the Arab desert at the beginning of autumn. King-
dom of Saudi Arabia lies in the emigration ways of this bird. Consequent-
ly, a big number of bustards are found in its deserts. In the last years, the
National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development notic-
es a decrease in the number of bustards in its deserts which indicates the
extinction of this kind of birds. This motivates the kingdom to conserve
this kind of birds through a special program for this purpose and in a big
challenge to all the circumstances that may prevent that.

The efforts of the kKingdom of Saudi Arabia in proliferating and
conserving this Kind of birds:

Al Taef wildlife Research Centre prepares an ambitious project aim-
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ing to multiply and develop bustards of captivity-bred. The Commission
seeking help from international experiences and research centres to estab-
lish natural reserves to develop this kind of birds of captive-bred then re-
leases them in natural reserves similar to their natural habitat.

When these developed bustards of captive-bred reach about the fourth
month they are reintroduced into their natural habitat after having an ac-
curate physical checkup and taking a sample of their blood before releas-
ing. To follow up these bustards and watch them precisely after release
specialists brace tiny transmitting set and make it fast around the bird and
behind the wings. The set will transmit alternating signs and oscillations
specifying the location of the bird. These oscillations are received by ob-
servation cars.

Mahazat Al Sayd Reserve: it locates at 180 K to the north eastern of
Al Taef. It is the first reserve in the world that reintroduces developed
bustard of captivity-bred with a continuous watching by the observation
cars that receive the signs of the transmitting set that is fixed on the back
of the bird to know the distance and the direction of the bird. Each bird
has special number and a specialized register which display the year of
release and the period of staying in the reserve. That will not happen
without a continuous and an exact following up of the bustard. This re-
serve is distinguished by its large area of about 2141square kilometer.
Thus, it secures a safe refuge for the bustard with no chasing and hunting
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so it can live naturally. Furthermore, the interest in following up and con-
serving it by the following up and developing team of this reserve which
represents a natural type of the wildlife habitats of bustard. Moreover, the
reserve is distinguished by special receiving sets that electronically ob-
serve regular reports demonstrating bustard's movement and spread in the
reserve. Statistics and reports indicate an emigration of about 60% of the
developed bustards of captivity-bred that have released in this reserve
while the rest which are about 40% still live in Mahazat AL Sayd re-
serve's area. Another achievement of the reserve is the discovering of a
group of bustard's natural nests.

The National Commission established Saja and Om Al Ramth reserves
of an area of 7000 square kilometer to allow a large area for bustards after
their release to be reintroduced in their natural habitat. Due to the large
area the commission gets help from aerial watching planes to survey the
protected areas and on the other hand to follow up bustards through trans-
mitting and receiving sets.
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The National Commission for Wild Life Conservative and Develop-
ment established many research centers and many natural protected lands It
used all its capabilities to qualify its staff in different protected lands. This
was achieved through many environmental course to follow the different
kinds of hunting and to secure protection for the natural protected areas.

The efforts of this commission were not devoted to deserts and sandy
only. They were extended to cover the coasts and islands. The commission
used pilots in the air who rush quickly t bring help to the desert, ignoring
difficulties and dangers. They devoted themselves to bring back the desert
every thing that was stolen. The desert suffers the loss of some species and
the deterioration in its general situation. They saved some species that were
about to become extinct. The columns of environmental balance are fragile.
They were corrupted by a small number of the desert guests. Nature will
not be able to compensate what man has done through decades.

We must be passionate with the weal desert and its few creatures. It is
poor in its wildlife in quantity and quality. They try to find a safe shelter.
They are greatly fatigued because of hunting. It?s time we heard the cries
of the desert for help. It?s time we felt the creatures which implore human
beings before they are compelled to enter the tunnel of extinction.
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