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Les grandes famillesلا} 
et les provinciaux :

Jusqu'A une date rdcente, l'Universite de
la Zaytouna fut coiffEe par des grandes famil­
les aristocratlgues : les famllles de Bayram
{Bayram I, Bayram Il, Bayram Ill, Bayram IV. Bay­
ram V, etc.). des Ben Achour (1], des Ben Mrad,
des Nayfar... ont' tou]ours EtE la ذ tete des
corps professoraux de l'Unlverslt6 Zaytunien­
ne. Celle-ci etait domlnEe par ces familles mA­
likites ou hanafites dont o? relEve, en plus des
noms d6]A citEs, nombre da Jait, des Belkhodla et
d'autres familles tunisiennes.

C5s memes familles' monopolisaient €gale­
meht les quelques emplois de muftis et de no­
taltes. En ef@et, les concours de recrutement
6talent, en prlnclpe, ouverts A tous, mais, en
falt, tout se passait en famllle dans un syste­
me presque heredItaire. Parmi les cheikhs, on
rel8ve l'exlstence d'6lements dynamiGtes, Intel­
telllgents at dou6s d'una grande 4ruditlon. Nous
pensons surtout A Mohummed Bel-0adhl, re-

, nomm6 pour ses cours de grammalre at de
rh6torlque, et Tahar Ben Achour (Recteur A
I'Universlt& Zaytounksnne A . trols reprlses),
connu pour son ex6gese coranlque at son com­
mentalre dو la HamAsa d'Abou-TammAm. D'un
esprlt brlllant et r6volutlonnalRs, il lutta pour
une refonte totale de ['Unlverslt6 Zaytounien­
ne; il fut, d'autns part, l'aml de Mohammed
Abdouh., CItons aussl Ie chelkh An-Nakhli, hom­
me d'Erudltlon, Juriste et theologlen, le chelkh
A/-Khldr Ben Housaya qul fut le Recteur de
['Universit6 d'Al-Azhar o ll enselgnatt le lIt
terature. 0n note €galement que ces &ldments
d'un esprit clalroyant ont suscit& dans Le clan
conservateur de ['Universite des reactlons par­
fols vlolentes. Ces queRslles entre les anclens

(1) A propos de ia grande famille des Ben Achour, no
tons : Ben Achour I, Bn Achour II (dant le pett
fls ft Recteur de [Unlversite Taytounieصne), Be
Achour III et Ben Achour TV. Les deux demier
cheikhs sont connus dans les mنlIeu intelcctعls du
Maghreb et du Moyer-Orient. Mohamuned EI Fadhel
Ben Achour se distingue par son modemisme, D est
actuellement Professeur Drecteur de Ia Facult& Az
2aytouna de ThEologle et des Sclences .R llgleusesع
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et les modernes vont accElerer le proGssus
de 1a modernisation de l'enselgRment zaytou­
nlen. Ce conflit rappelle celul qul a u م lleu A
1'Unlverslt6 azharlste : 1es modemas, qul
n'etalnt pas toulours des professeurs, pour٠
ralent exercer, dans la perlode 1900-1935, une
influence Enorma aussl blen que varle, sur le
milieu soclal et intellectuel. Cltons parml eux
Khraif, Ach-Chebbl, M'htdi, Tahar Al-HaddAd,
Taalibi (2).

@s derniers n'avaient rlen de l'6troltesse
d'esprlt de leurs collegues de l'6poque. C'ast
avec une mentalltE nouwelle qu'lls ont combattu
peu a peu les conceptlons r6trogrades de la
gEnEratlon antErieum. Car c'est dans une op­
pcsltlon permanente A leurs maitres Imm6-
dlats du iolntalns qu'a vcu cette generatlon
combattante. (3)

Dans ce conflIt Rentre deux gEneratlons, un
6ventaIl d'attitudes se dssslnalt, allant de celle
du JeUne profssaur Imbu d'un r6fommlsm٢6و 
volutlcnnatra au vleux professeur conserataur
et parican d'uns rdfoوmr partlallo. (4)

· Apras lو rdfommو d1945و , l ltIatonA 1
Zaytouna devlnt lntenable, aggravee par ١ و falt
que lEs dlplomes n'arrlvalant plus A trouver de
dEbouchEs suffisants. Cette situation fut accen­
tu6e par ['accrolssement raplde des effectlfs
des &tudlants (5). Mals c'est surtout A partlr
de 1949 que la sltuatlon .chwangd ه  tnمl6me وما6

(2) AlTةطهr dشA Hddط (1145), d ملطاء  mعل م ها
et, rgentمئط sydل la tunalene, dد toمصمد م 

mb pltaueم et rdent femiمln te. Cue pr
e duسهللاaمل د eetلعtuيerr٠ ما و:ploك 

dم FKChrف a'atسلا oent ouoer »,  ه4
 وسسدبمتدبع» {لإ<ي'.مmةفل .إف م،re4. و'وحاد

Irak, ٠ Le , لتلة ء fond8, en fewrier 198,
1e Parti Destore. D pماط A iraP sonف pamphlet :

.Ct م1980. Prم ,مetr Tunlsle Mء ها 
(3) Cf. Gazt (Mohammed Rand)  م ما مملكد ملياره

h b@eع Aلا todعt1a1933 et lعه٥ 
Chفbb; poete tunisie, 1n Cahe ء  uTمعل dم
No 28, me 4ه trim. 1955, pp. 437474, p. 435,

(4) Al.Mهjalla Az-Zaytouniyya (La rewua za٥صهلty )
et autre prlodlaues reprtseutent aeسttec tedم

(5) O deiombr6, e deمplom ه194 ,و5« له Tحعطة l.
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leudatory
vttperatlvs
oath
desirative
exclamatory
obligatory
phrases structured around rbba ani kam

w hichي take complements.
8. INFORMATIVE sentences are of three

types :

1. Simple statements

2. Statenents reintorced by an emphatic
word

3. 5tatements reinforced by more than
one emphatic word

I٧. Final!t, 51YtE is judged ٥ nthe Dasls af
three criteris -
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A. Brevlty, whan tho ldaas ropresemted Tl٨
guistcally deal wit essentlal mattor reletod
to tha subject

B. Realism, when ts ideas represented do
 د

justice to the subject in all its essential and
comptementary details

C. Exaggeration, when these ideas are far
 ر

beyond the subject discussed and its essentia!
and complementary details.

The attached schema should servs to I}­
lustrete the scope of Ma'ani. Thls paper Is oمr 

 ي

y a brief summary of Ma'anl. The final essayأ 

on {his subject will, of course, contaln greater
detail and more mple Illustratlons,

Thank y٥.



Ms'anl hمs for {s aubloct 'eoroet uدهge
.ln te llngulstlc sanseو' gمو opposed uمد 

K oniy أذمه مم{مروق امم ه wit hb preelsoم  ي٥
mantlc contant of lIngulstlc foms but also
wit to correct way of brlnglng tham together
3o reprducم and ropresent claarly and prec}­

-lntendad to be comع ldeas and conceptو y tلامع 
munlcatod by speaker ه or a writer. As such,
Ma'anl 1s not divoreed from phonology and
syntax or hrdependant of them. To Illustrata, tH­
ke 4or example the usage of the word / dali /
hn lieu of / w'Esha fl ammatln / 'he llved ln a­
tead of / fl anha'in / 'in regions' ; the phrase

mulAzlm awwal / instead of / al-mulazim4 .أم
/l-awwal / 'First Lieutenant' ; /'asha azmatanه 

insteAd ٥f / sha ة' fl azmatin / 'he Iived ir a
crlsls' ; / waladthu / lnstead of/ waladt
'alayhl / '٢was angry with hlm', etc. Aل l theso
and a few more are the subject ٥f Ma'ani.

Thus, parallel with te English linguistic
trm 'semantlcs, 'Ma'&ni ls « A science dea.
ling with the relations -between referents and
referends. » By referent is meant the « word,
t xpresslon و ه or [udgment ; the thing, no
tlon, etc., to whlch rsference ls made. » The
feferenes Is the « mental content which Is in

mlnd of the speaker when using a wordو 
as semantie ه symbol, and/or 1s called forth
hn the mind of the llstener. ,Referen د 'the ء
wehlcule or instrument of an act of referen­
ce, denotes د 'lIngulstlc forms, i.e., words, ex­
pressions, phrases, and the ob]ects or concepts
t٥ which they refer, and also connotes the his
bory and changes ln the meaning of words.

Lnlike English « semantics, 'however,
Ma'anl specifically Includes in its sublect mat-

ter stylistics or « the art of selection among
inguistic fomms » as well as concepts relatedلا 

to soclollnguistlcs, regalrlng that the selectlon
of hIngulstlc fors be ln accord wlth the stra­
tum of lntellectal reflnemant reached by ths
communicator's audlence: The 'following sketch

٥fIll sara to glvs an ldea of the natureن 
Ma'ani and its scopa

Man'Anl deals with llngulstle ، foms
 د

[WORDs) abal /م٩ /, /-t/, /al-/, /talIB/,
/fI/, /al-/, /s0q/ - whereAs PHRASES and SEN.
TENCES deal with the WORDS IndIvidually, as
well as the relatlons betwsen tHem, and the
sum total ٥f thelr semantlc content as repre
sAnted ln.the order of thelr relAtlons.

The relatlons batwean LiNGU1STC FORMS
havs four polnts of: reference  ؟
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,RERERETف ةow STRUCTUAE, wbero wo hا. 
and COMPLEMENTS conelatوn of ono or mor
words belonglng to various word elمa sa,-0gد,
In /qabeltrtuAllbaflssuql / : /l وhaم/ Iو to mofe
rent, the concopt, /-t/ mpmesant tو reforen
ce, the hnstrment ot te act of referenea, /qs

and /tallBAflssuql/ repreesnts te cpmpleامط, 
ments.

A. T6و referent Is the oblect or concept
used at ta axis of a phrase or a sentenca.
ln Arabic, the following word fnctions may
constituet referents : vers, subjects of pure
nominal sentences, the predlcates o kana and
inna and their respective classes, the active
 د

participle, and th verb functioning as an lm
peratlve.

B. Referends, lnstruments of acts of ref
rence, are the sublects of active and passiv
verbs, the subject of a nominal sentence re
guiring a predicate, .the subjacts of kana and
inna and membres of their respective classes-

C. The complements aro all other words
wIthin the phrase or sentence.

!1. There are two types of sentencas lm
Arabic : VERBAL and NOMINAL

A. A verbal sentence has a distinctlve cha­
·acteristic, namely a definite relation to tlme
and continuity.

.B. A nomlnal sentence lnfomms without n­
cessary reference to either tlme ٥t cantinuity.

II[. The FORM of a sentence may be ei­
ther AFFIRMATTVE or INFORMATTVE ٤١٤ is af­
fimmative whan lt denotes an ldee that connot
be sublectad t scrtlny I٤ ج s lnfommative
when 'he idea convsyed is susceptlbl of belng
]udged tre or talsa. E chم of these two foms
Is divided lnto several classes.

A, AFFIRMAT٦VE sentences arو of twa
classes :

1. PROVOCATTVE ' sentences represented
by

imperative
privative
interrogativa
voeative
optative
2. NON-PROVOCATIVE sentenees ropme

sented .by. :


