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The world witnesses tcday an .increasing
hnterest In mass communlcatlon and mass
medla, and a true bellat ln Its mlsslon and ob­
[ecthves. Mass communlcatlon In modern world
develops ln an astonlshlng manner. as a result
ot the technological progress in the mass
medla, electronics and printlng. The Arab Sta­
tes, at present tlme, adapt themselves to keep
pace with thls progress in mass communtca­
tlon by sendlng torth an Arablc space commu­
nlcatlon eatellIte for broadcastlng radlo and
televlslon programs deallng wlth cultural and
hnfommatIve sublecta8.

Thl٥ astonlshlng devetopment ln mass
communlcation. ks only an extenslon to the
triumphs achleved by the ianguage to reallze
mass communication on large ه scale. The Ian­
guage bocame predomlnant due to lts great
lntuence on the thlnklng of indivlduals and
communltlee. Therefore wو conslder that. the
vtctory of mas communlcatlon over th Ilml­
tatkons on bradcaatlng, lmpses upon the
maas medla in th٥ fret placa, a promotlon of
thو otandard ot Aeblc languag6, whlch wاne­

s any othor languags the dlfterent statesق هda 
of human م evolutn. Blnce the dawn of the
human llte, a٥ ht empkoyed the spoken word

. and then t written:-word, and {ater on the
stagو ot printng untl It wltssمe now the ٥ta­
go ٥ broadcastng and the rso ot mass medla.

On te basho ot thls conceptlon we put on
thwيso pagas quetkon و about the effect of thls
comunlcativو atage on the Arab homeland on

-one hand and on te classlcal Arablc lanم 
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guago a the channsl as the creative writings,
on the othor.

FIrst, the subject ot the relatlonship bet­
ween the language and the communicative

klnd ot agreement of theه xpraalon requlresه 
baalc idlom8, among whlch we tlret cite the
"(anguage", whlch Is consldered the most im­
portant means of the mass msdla. It is the
"ongue", nevertheless It was considered by
ancient peoples as ldentical to "dlalect", The
Arab tongus Is the Arablc languags in a wider
senae. This language was confounded and in­
cluded ·dlfferent dialscts, aach of which was
known 8s certaln ه langUage, such as the
"Modar language" and thو "Tameem langua­
ge". Now we say the Engllsh language or the
Arablc {anguage. Thls means the llngulstic en­
tIty of ٥ certain naton, although the dialects
dlfer in pronunclation and meaning of .words.

s -م Communlc#و s oم ngago ln ths Procما 
ton

٤f the spocial meanlng prevails over the
generel meanlng ot ths 1anguage, the "Infoma­
tive" expression whtch ks more restricted than
ths Ianguag6, reulre comprehendlng the rela­
tkonship botwen ths anguage And the mass
medla. nguags ها ls a 8erlao of gestures which
exlat In every communtty tor the akeع of this
communIty and thus it is the moet Important
means ot maas communlcatlon., Theretore we
have to Know how to dوal wlth and employ it
ln maes communlcatlon, through our under­
standing of Its complex constructlon, Words.



which are the snwallest units of language are
not mysterious things or riddles, but they are
Incidents in time and space. They have mate­
rial dimension and symbolize meanings,

١٤ the conception of mass communication
remained unlimited for a 1ong tlme a new theo­
٢٧ came into being in the 1ast few years. This
theory helps us to evatuate obiectively the da­
ta, included in any messags, whether it is a
.eport about a matter, a poem by Al. Akkad, a
.·elephone call, a piece of muslc, the weather
orecast or a scientific discovery. This theory
is called the information theory, which emana­
ted from mere practical problems. Claude Sha­
non, the American Scientist lai the toundation
of the theory of probabilities in information.
Many scholars began later to apply this theorY
to great fields of science.

Words in mass media have two forms of
existence : compulsory existencs and actuaأ 
existence. Every word heard or uttored Keaves
a group of impressions in the mind of both the
speaker and ilstener. Th tIrst plays a positive
part, particularly in mass media as he bogins
communlcatlon and the second plays a nog8-
tIvo part as he recelves th mee8ag8.

Schramm ayeق that wton w communicateو
wlth others we try to havo omethlng ln common
wlth whom we communlcate. ١n other wOrds
we heve both a &ender and a receiver of a cer-
taln message. T sender tries to communi­
cate his infommation or endeawours to express
hls feelngs ' whieh he trenstoms Into wOrds,
heard or written. After sendlng the message,
the sender expects that thو receIver has in

· mind, the eimllar lmage wlch he,the sander, has
in thls ow mlnd.

If we analyze the process ot mass commu­
nlcatlon we flnd that it Includes tIve maln ele­
monts : The sander who fomulates hls idea ln
certain symbols, and sends them to the recolver
who deciphers these symbols and explalns their
meanlngs. He then responds to tham, expre­
salng by eendlng a new mesaags fommulated In
symbols, to th ًflrst sender, wto in tur recel­
ves ht, declphors and reaponds to Wt. Thus the
communlcatlon clreilates and fomms the most
lmportant cherecterietics ot the reacthve soclotY.

• Thus the rols of the language In the process
of mass communlcatlon and ln edltlng the
meesage, In partlcular Is. cleary ehown, Thls
lingulstlc message is transmlttad through mass
medla to prpagate rapidly. Thle depends n8-
turally on the hammony between the serder and
th٥ recelver. t.we reallze thو cloee relatlon of
mass communlcatlon wlt IIfe w6 fnd that the
emphasls ot mass communlcation ls parllel to
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the reletionship ot communication's dexterities
ith IIfe. The recent studles proved thet it Isن 

poaslbls to help the wrtter of any mass media
to omphaslzو the mst necessary aspects of
communicatlon. The efficlent writer des not
dieregard ths role played by the language Iin the
process of mass communlcaTon and does not
neglect exciting the lnterest ot othans. Mass
communlcatlon ًldlomstlcally • means providing
peopls with the right news, sound data and
stablished facts, whlch help them to tomm a
pertinont opinion about a cortain tact or a c6٢­
taln problem, In such way ه that this opinion

asا xpresses what the masses thlnk as welه 
their trends and inclinations. This means that
the only end of mass communication ls convin­
cing th others through intomation, tacts, flgu­
ra٥, sهt tistics and so on. Oto Groth gives a
definitkon of mass communicatlon and says
""Maوs communication is the obiectlve change
ot the thinking of masses, their behavlour, thair
trends and theIr lncllnatlons at the aame tlme'
Megs communlcatlon ls an obiectlve expresslon
ot the contributor, whater he Is a [oumalist,
anrouncer, or angaged ln clnema and tolevl­
ako.

oهاgnمgم م d tع Comunkeaon#مهما 
Chvlzoon

Maas communkcAtlo ds mean cmmunl­
cating wlth all the people but accordlng to Reo­
vers and his two colleagues it lncludes &elec­
tlon of categorls • group or speclel maeses
wto can be of great numbors - witln te
masses. The maes medla meet wtt ma&8es
through a procees ot mutual selection. The
mags medls tend to eelect thelr maees ba8l­
caلأ y through the content. The masses aleo tend
to selsct the maas medla througt the content.
Th٥ masses attracted by a cortaln mass me­
dlum may dIfer thoroughly from thee attrec­
ted by another khnd of megs medle. beverts­
less it [s obvlous that they are Interiaced to
a great oxtent

١٢ the functko creates ths organ, ­ht funcو
tlons of maes comnmunlcaton created what we
catl "gone of the maas communlcatkon"
These functkons havs not changed, elncs cen­
turies, betwoon the prtmltlve culture and ths
contemporary clvlllzaton. But new foms and
skeletonمe emerged. to onlaro thase fnctons
and oxtend them. Ths "wrttng" dewekped to
١at te communlty kop its stock ot knowledga
so that it mey nat be loet by depondlng on pr-.
eona! communlcetkons or wt memortsو ot old
foIk .The "prtntlng" developod so that the me­
chine may multlpy what ka witten to man, more
chwaaply and rapldiy than man hlmمelt. c nم do.



I٤ is impossible to imagine a civilized
2ommunity. lt is impossible too to Imagine a
rimitive trible employing what a modernح 

:ommunity emptoys. Every social stage uses a
.ultable mass media. Here we percelve tha clo­
s relationshlp between mass communicatlon
and the language ot civilization through inves­
tigating the human history. Mass communica-

• ion is necessarily an art of clvlllzation. It sol­
ves the problem of formulating knowledge in
an actual practlcal way. Walter Llppmann, the
American political commentatOr says : 'The
modern community does not lie in the scope of
dlrect vlslon of anyone. It is not aRays com­
prehended and If a group of people compre-'
hended it another group wlIl not comprehend
It". Thus the language of mass communtcatlon
becomes a language of civilization, endeavou­
ring to axplain and Integrate. If we throw a
comprehensive look at mass communlcation,
we will flnd that It goes deeply into body ot ci­
villzatlon-

The process.of communlcation Is achleved
on different levels of language and symbols.
Communication Is achleved on three levels of
linguistlc expresslon :

Frst : The aesthetic level used in literature ;
Second : The theoretlc sclentltic Ievel used

in sclence ;

ThIrd: The social functional objective level
used by different kinds of mass communicatlon.

Thase three levels exist in every human
society. The difterence between th sound in­
tegrated society and that decomposed the
communlty Is that the lInguistic levels are
approximatety equal in the tirst while they are
remote from each other in tha second. The
approximation ot the linguistlc expressions pro­
ves the Homogeneity of the community, the
equillbrtum of Its various classes. and the vita­
Iity ot its culture, and consequently leads to
Its Integration and soundness of mind. lt Is an
establlshed fact that the periods during whlch
prevails a khnd of harmony among the three
1evels are mainly the most tlourished periods.,
If the IInguistlc level differs gratly from the
other lIngulstic level there is mental sevrance
In the communlty, whlch [eads to disorder,
weakness, sanellty and decomposttion.

We are of oplnion that thls Is rght when we
say that our Aabic language is In need of in­
tellectual . levals. This necessltates employing
the Arabic language in the fletds of modern ci­
٧ili=atlons, irtding dIffera»? <<tane>٦ The

mass medla ar6, in the firet place, reeponslbls
for thls because the {anguage whlch tey u8e
with its soclal prectical levet is the Languags of
civlllzatlon.

MASs COMMUNICATWON
AND LINGUA FRANCA

Th Arabic languags like any human lan­
guage passed by the stage of the human de­
valopment as H.G, Wells says that language I8
th main pivot of the whole human hlstory mo­
vement. He dlvldod this hlstory Into :

FIret the perlod of speech ;
Second the period of wrtlng ;
Third the period ot printing : and
Fourth the perlod of broadcastng.

He took into consideration the asslsting factore
of this main pivot, like the invention ot steam
and electricity, as well as thو close relatlon
between printng and mass production. Wells,
beyond any doubt. was on of the precureors
of a new elouance' and art. He reallzad that
human progr68s goos on with astonishlng pa­
ces, especlally in the fleld ot cotrolllng th
Immense energy. He expressed the need of the
peopke to a nw language tor mass commun١­
cation, whlch does not represent resurrectkon
ot old theories. or display the cseuencas
of natural sclences In th human flekd, but they
are 8 conditkonal responss of wtat the lan­
guage has gained. of new enerplas.

On the basis of this conceptlon we try t٥
know the effect of mass communlcation on the
Arab Homeland, on the one hand, and on the
Arabic classlcal language, on the other.

W fnd firet that the printlng stage culmi­
nated in the decomposltion of the lslamic Word
and dividing it into parts. When the lslamkc and
Arabic Orient Knew the printlng, press flouri­
shed. Neverheless the reglonal calls appeared
In the later years of the 1ast century and the
first years of thls century. 3e are ot the opl­
nlon that the callings for uslng the colloaulal
tanguage are not only connected with regiona­
lism, but so wlth thls prlntlng 8tage.

Printing, as says Marshal Maclohan, created
the individuallsm and natlonalism in the 16th
century in Europe. The Gutenberg's inveption
of the movable type had great affect. CIvlliza­
tion derves lts character from the mass me­
dlum. The European natlonalIties, in the stage
of printing, were connected with putting an end
to the Latin 1anguage. The colloquial language
flourished and turned Into Independent langua­
ges in Euro.
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Those who were affected wlth this vislon
call for reglonallsm as thwose who call for re­
glonalism for politlcal purposes. Those who
call for colloqulal languages were naturally
aftected wlth prlntlng too. They called for uslng
numerous dlalects and employlng them as offl­
cial languages In the Arab countres to put an
nd to the Arablc language as It was the case
of the Lathn language In Europe. The prlnting
prepared a sultable climate for this call. There.
fore we cannot differentiate befween the call
for using colloquia ianguage أ and the call for
writing the Arablc language with Latin Ietters
when we assume the effect of prlntlng wlth
general soclal entity.

The later years ot the last century and the
first years otthe present century wltnessed a
rise in prlntlng and press In the Arab countries.
This is the stage whlch witnessed the call of
"Spetla"" (1880) and WIlcox (183) 4n the Revlew

Al Azhar and th Egyptan writers who"٥ إ
followed them Wlke Salama Mousa. They prediG­
ted that the Arablc 1anguage would come to an

.nd as did the Latn languag6ه 
Those orientallsts. and those who followed

them among the Arebs, dld not reallze that the
linguistic development in the Arab Homeland
differs from the 'Latln languags in the days of
the nationalitles In Europe. But those who cal  ا
for thls were confsed because the Arabs have
to pass by a new stago of the human commuri­
cative development, f.e. th stage of "broad­
casting" whkch enabled the man to make the
lHmited moment a universal Instant.

١f the printing led to explos:ons in the so­
ciety and became individua! and divided, and if
these explosions were connected with flouri­
shing of the colloquial languages and the calls
for uslng them, the period of electricity was not
a factor of explodlng and parting. Theretore we
find that radio. and televlslon ked to reunion. We
ve ln a world which ls more approximate toلا 
agglomeratlon and Integration, Wike the electric
circuit. The community feellng and the univer­
sal feeling flourished in this stag of broadcas-
ting.

For this reason, we see that the calls for
uslng the colloquia! language in Egypt and the
other Arab countries, when they reached the
apex in the later stages of printing - if this ar­
bitary decisive difterentiation beteen the sta­
ges can be done - the stage ot broadcasting
was striking the doors of the warld. This meant
on the Arabic ground announcing the birth of
an "Arabic VIliage" from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Arabian Gulf, If this expression is right.
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Using the artiflclal satellItes in mass communi­
catlon, will lead to the revival of the Arabic
communIty teellng, and resistance of the regio­
nalism and the calls for using collouia! lan-
guage closely connected wlth It.

The stage of broadcasting - particulariy on
th Arablc ground Is connected with the Arabic
llngua frenca. The nature of mddern mass
communicatlon supports, to a great extant, this
assumption of the proceeding of the Arabic 1an­
guage. People, ln the age of radio and televi­
sion,are content only with positively taking part
in mass communlcatlon. This socla ­requlre أ
ment imposes upon the mass media, whlch is a
characterlstlc ot our contemporary civilization
t have the Aablc classlcal language as a lin­
gua franca, which expresses this effective role.
particutary after using the Arabic artificial sa­
telllte.

Mass media address the masses since the
beginning. The best lingulstic levels for them
are those which belong to the comprehensive
perceptions and artistic Impressions. The cla­
ssical Arabic 1anguage is the means to achkeve
this, because It is the language of civilization.
1t is also in our countries because it is based
on the restItution of tha general Arabic and ls­
lamic characterlstics. The 1ingua franca. is the
1anguage which goes beyond the borders of
the Arab country to all those who speak Arablc.

In the language of mass communication it
is necessary to differentiate between the classi­
cal language and the difficult language which
can only be spoken by few people. Every cla­
ssical language is not always difficult and e٧6-
ry colloquia language أ is not easy to be un­
derstood by the listeners, as says A Akkad.

#aمs Communieatlon and the Aabic LInbua
Franca

sing the classical Arabic language in mass
communication Is not very difficult, The lan­
guag ot mass communication is that easy sim­
plified language. The mass media are charaC­
terized by showing the essentiats of the Arabic
!anguage, Iike elasticity and depths, which ma­
de it pulsating with lif and the true translation
of meanings and thoughts as well as the wide
scope of the words and expressions, which !he
practice, taste and circulation iudge whettIer
they are good or not.

Generalizing the classical Arabic language
necessitates, in the contemporary stage of mass



communicatlon, a constant eftort to generallze
this classical language and make use of its g8-
nuine characterlstlcs, The mass media form the
standard of people's activities and their rla­
tions. If their content conceals their nature,
the 'mass medium" Itself raacts with the cul­
tural model, within the frame ot which it works.

ln describing the lingua franca we say : First
It is subdued to certaln rules, which very slowly
make it far trom development in a long time.
For this reason it is superior to th dialects
used In daily talks, clrculated in homes, streets
and markets. Therefore it is used by those who
like to improve their speech and expression,
as wel! as the man engaged in mass communi­
cation on a large scal.

Second It is, as says Henry Sweet, the lan­
guage which the listener cannot discern to
which [ocality belongs the speaker.

The Arabic iingua franca is renowned for its
many communicative chracteristics, among
which Is the fact that is a language compre­
hended by ths common people. The people's
dialects did not prevent them from understan­
ding the simplified texTs of the classical lan­
guage. It Is aاso a democratic language which
addresses the old and the young in the same
tone and does not confuse the singular pro­
noun with the plural one. It is a universal lan­
gUage, used by numerous peoples, since the
establishment of the Arab State in the later
years of the second Hegira century and the
first years of the third Hegira century. which
had the Arabic character in the fields of reli-
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glon, languaga, culture and ctviltzatlon. We are
ot the opinton that the cheracteristlcs ot the
Arabic 1anguage made it the moat clrculated
language In the world. Modern llngulstlcs con­
slder It to ba the thlrd. language in modern
wor1d, wlth regards to Its cIrculatlon and ex­
tenslon.

Therefore the Arabic 1anguage of mass
communication Is the lingua tranca. Our lan­
guage is one of the richast languages ln tra­
dition. It Is also one of th oldest languages
which survived tlll the present time. It included
the knowledge of the ancient peoples. Now it
has bean proved that It can include the fnuits
of the modern human thinking. It takes even
part In the development of the literary and In­
tellectual rlches of the moder world,

tn the language of mass -communication the
classical language reailzes thls approximation
between the three levels,of the languag6, l.e.
the scientitic, literary. and practical levels. The
classical Arabic language, beyond any doubt,
made use of the Arabic development as well
as that of mass communication, and gained
more influence in mass communlcation, on
the local and universal grounds. tt Is used in
international organlzations as an officia! lan­
guage. This necessitates that the_lingua franca
in mass communication surpasses the difficuIt
equation between tradition and mcdemism, and
tries to make the levels of the linguistic ex­
pression approximate so that it may not be
separated from the traditional language and the
language of civilization.


