
Werbs on MARUOBOE
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 ةل
torU

 ا&
shinu

yomu

 ;ل؟
 "";ةد±
torimasu

 اما تج4
shinimasu

3± ؤ
uomImasu

 اجة ج
b55ا 
kau

 ة3،2٤·
asobu

30t1±  ة
kaimasu

«

 كه اى
 ت٤U تج و

asobimasu

As به you can see, each Japanese word or sentence is
also written in roman letters, But f٣٥m Review 7
onward, there'll be no more roman letters. If you fail
t٥ master hiragana and katakara before Review 7,
you're going to face a big problem. Mark my words!
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the ا\ LearnerTأ٥ 
This material adheres to a method for teaching Japanese in which various verb
forms are taught independently from other aspects of learning the Japanese
language. The purpose of this material is twofold. First, we wish to encourage
beginner students of the 'Preliminary Japanese Language Program' to gain
insights into the whole system of verb forms rather than leaving them to cope
with fragments of the system each time they are introduced in a textbook one by
one in a disconnected fashion. We envisage that an earlier exposure to the
overall verb system is helpful given the fact that the overall picture often remains
blurred, if not invisible, even after attending a beginner course of more than 250
hours. Second, we wish to provide students with a method that accelerates their
skill at looking up verbs in a dictionary from an early stage of their learning. lt is
fairly easy to look up nouns, adjectives and adverbs in a dictionary, but students
encounter difficulty in looking up verbs, the reason being that verb entries appear
in the so-called dictionary tomm and students must know as a prerequisite what
the dictionary form of a given verb is.

This material is meant to supplement a textbook for beginner students and
does not provide a comprehensive grammar, nor is it a self-contained grammar
book as it covers verb forms only.

The writing of this material is part of an ongolng project for the development
of a curriculum for beginner Japanese students of the 'Prelimlnary Japanese
Language Program' who are going to sit for an entrance examination of a
postgraduate school shortly after completing the course.

Yukako Odagiri
Adel Amin Saleh

Shohei Yoshida

March 2005
in Cairo
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ln very simple terms, the objective of this material is to learn by heart the forms
in the table on the tollowing pages, and no more or less than that. The 11 verbs
have been selected so as to represent all Japanese verbs. So any apanese ل
verb falls into one of these 11 patterns.

Here is how to read the table. Taking the verb 'to see' as an example, mF
is the stem or the invariable portion of the verb. The hyphen '-' indicates that this
portion must be followed by some other portion(s). There are 9 suffixes (or
portions attached to the erd of other portions): nai, sase (causative), rare
(passive), masu, ru, rare (potential), reba (onditional), you (volitional) and te.
The meaning of the causative form of the verb is 'to letmake someone see'; the
meaning of the passive form is 'to be seen'; the meaning of potential form is 'to
be able to see' or 'can see'; the meaning of the conditiona/ form is 'if (someone)
see'; and the meaning of the volitional form is roughly 'let us see'. Once again,
the portions ending with a hyphen must be followed by some other portion(s). Of
the 9 forms, 4 forms need further explanation: the naiform, masuHform,
dictionary fom and te-form. The first 3 of these forms are in the following chart.

dictionary form nai-formmasu-fom

Polite-fomms
Affirmative
kak-u

Afimative
non-past \kak-imasu

'does not write'
kak-anakatta
·did not write'

·write' does' إ not write' { 'write'
Kak-imashita ً[Kak-imasendeshita ً[kaitaPast

·wrote'·wrote'

It should be clear that if you know the masuform of a verb you can derive the
remaining 33 polite-forms. Likewise, if you know the nai-form, its past-tense is
derivable. Of tHe 4 plain forms in the chart the dictionary form has a special
importance as only this form is fourd in dictionaries. What is not in the chart is
the teform. The tefrom difers from the plain-past-affirmative form only in that
their final vowels are different, the te-form ending with e and the
plain-past-affirmative form erding with a. With this said, if you know the te-form
of a verb, you can make the plain-past-affirmative form.
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Verb Forms

RU-٧erbs
'to see'
mi-nai naiorm #ة٤ ا1 (plain negative)
mi-sase- -tة خ causative
mi-rare- passive ة5-#
mi-masu 3 ت ؤ masu form (polite ending)
mi-٢u 3 ة dictionary form (plain ending)
mi-rare- potential ة5-#
mi-reba 31l3 b8orm (conditional)
mi-you volitional ±ة5
mi-te cة te-form

'to eat'
tabe- nai ٤٩3٤ ا1 naiform (plain negative)
tabe- sase- f ٨ ح t- Causative
tabe- rare- t?5#- passive
tabe- masu r:?±و masu form (polite ending)
tabe- ru t75 dictionary form (plain ending)
tabe- rare- t?5#- potential
tabe- reba r73/3 ba-form (conditional)
tabe- you r<±5 volitional
tabe- te r٨€ teorm

verbsل- 
'to write'
kak-anai 30p\ naiform ا1 (plain negative)
kak-ase- 503١t- causative
kak-are- 3010h,- passive
kak-imasu ±31 وتج masu form (polite ending)
kak-u 3١< dictionary fomm (plain ending)
kak-e- 30/}- potential
kak-eba 30l} " ا3 baform (conditional)
kak-ou 8C5 volitional
kak- ite 30٥1C teform
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'to hurry'
isog- anai (naiom (plain negative٤٧1#1٤34ا 
is0g- ase- -1٤3٢tا causative
is0g- are- passive ا1٤3٢3-
is0g- imasu (masuform (polite endingا1٤ خ ج و 
isog- u dictionary ا١٤< fom (plain ending)
isog- e- potential ا١٤٧3-
isog- eba 01٤٧3 ±١ ٤ baform (conditional)
is0g- ou volitional ا1٤5
isg- ide ١٤٧١٤ te{orm

'to speak'
hanas- anai (3t naifom ح7 ا1 (plain negative)
hanas- ase- -t31 ح) Causative
hanas- are- passive ±ا1-#±
hanas- imasu (31L masu وتخ form (polite ending) si» shi
hanas- i3ا± dictionary fom (plain ending)
hanas- 8- -31ftا potential
hanas- eba tl313ا± baform (oorditional)
hanas- ou (±3T٤5 volitional
hanas- ite Tا iا± te4orm si» shi

to wait'
mat- anai tt1ا naifom (plain negative)
mat- ase- tt- causative
mat- are- at#- passive
mat- imasu 5 ج3 masu torm (polite endirg) ti+ chi
mat- dictionary تج fom (plain endin) tu tsu
mat- e- -T±ت potential
mat- eba ±Tlج baform (conditional)
mat- ou ±5 volitional
mat- te T-د teform
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'to take'
tor- anai nai-form لi5 ام1 (plain negative)
tor- ase- -t5ل causative
tor- are- 5#- passive
tor- imasu masu لb ج5 form (polite ending)
to٢- u dictionary ة form (plain ending)
tor- e- potential -#ل
tor- eba #l3 ba-form (conditional)
tor- ou volitional ط35
tot- te te-form €د

'to buy'
kaw- anai 33i1ا nai-form (plain negative)
kaw- ase- 703t- causative
kaw- are- 73#- passive
Kaw- imasu 1t1±ؤ masu form (polite ending) w deletes
kaw- U 3 ا55 dictionary form (plain ending) w deletes
kج w- e- 30z- potential w deletes
kaw- eba 10A( ba-form (conditional) w deletes
Kaw- Ou 30±5 volitional w deletes
kat- te C3 -ا te-form

'to die'
shin- anai nai-form ا#ir ا1 (plain negative)
shin- ase- -t#ا causative
shin- are- passive ا-#
shin- imasu masu اL± و form (polite ending)
shin- u dictionary ا& form (plain ending)
shin- e- potential ا1-
shin- eba 3alا baform (conditional)
shin- ou volitional ا05
shin- de Cما# teform
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'to play'
asob- anai (t1 nai-om (plain negative-3 #ا٤
asob- ase- -3t8ق٤ ا causative
asob- are- passive ل٤ -#±ا
asob- imasu U ق3٤ masu تخ و fomm (polite ending)
asob- u 8قز٤/ dictionary form (plain ending)
asob- e- 3ف٤٨- potental
asob- eba l38تز٤ م baform (oonditional)
asob- ou ٤8 ا٤5 volitional
ason- de c8ت٤٨ ر tetorm

'to read'
yom- anai ± ±r1ا nai-om (plain negative)
yom- ase- -tلى4ت causative
yom- are- passive ل± -#ت#
yom- imasu 3± ؤ masu form (polite ending)
yom- ٧ dictionary لةل± fom (plain ending)
yom- e- potential ل8ر-
yom- eba baform لل8 ±ا (cnditional)
yom- ou ±65 volitional
yon- de AT t8-fOrm
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Why the dietioary
forw ls Importaht.

ln this reading, we shall illustrate the importance of the dictionary form in
.apaneseل 

The dictionary forms of verbs are so called because they appear as
dictionary entries. First, consider the underlined verb forms in the English
sentence (1) below. lmagine that you are a beginner student of English who
tries to look up see and keptنp in a dictionary.

Finding the form see would be easy as it is the base form and is therefore
one of the entries in an English dictionary. On the other hand, finding the
phrasal verb kept up requires the knowedge that kept is the past tense form or
the past participle form of the base form keep.

(1) The two friends did not see each other for years, but they keptup
correspondence throughout that time.

Next consider the Japanese translation of (1) given as (2) below.

«e  "نؤو و٤+#t ر ,ث%ه±ه+ ه#،ؤي،'# ه4م دش#و
.i»-ctثلا3 ء 

Sono futari no yuujin wa otagai nannen mo awanakata ga, sono aida zutto
buntsuu o tsuzuketeita.

The situation with Japanese verb forms is similar. The forms awanakatta_'did
not see' and tsuzuketeia 'kept up' are not part of the entries of Japanese
dictionaries. To find out the meanings of the two forms, one must know that their
dictionary forms are au and tsuzukeru respectively. That is to say, without
knowing the dictionary form of a verb, you can never find the verb in a dictionary.
However, deriving the dictionary form from a given verb is for two reasons far
more difficult in Japanese than in English. First, a single Japanese verb may
yield numerous forms compared with English where a verb has a maximum of
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three conjugational forms (e.g. write, wrote and writen). This is due to the fact
that the Japarese counterparts of auxiliary verbs and the negation-not (e.g.
does, does not, do, do not, did, did not, will, won't, can, cannot, must, must not,
etc.) do not appear as independent words detached from verbs, but are added
seamlesly to verb stems, making tte whole sequence of a verb stem followed
by some other element(s) look fike an inseparable unit (aw-a-k-atta,
tazuzuke-te-i-ta). Second, unlike base verb forms in English which by definition
cannot be decomposed any furter (e.g. see, keep), dictionary verb forms in
Japanese are further decomposable as they are derived by adding some
element to verb stems (e.g. aw+uau 'see', tsuzuke+R-»tsuzukeru 'continue').

The importance of tHe dictionary form shoukd be clear now. For serious
learners of apanese ل who want to expard their vocabulary tor academic
purposes, it is imperative, even from an earty stage of teir learning, to be able
to make ful se ا of a dictonary. This being the case, you would expect the
dictionary fom to play a leading role in Japarese textbooks. Surprisingly, this is
usually not the case. ln many textbooks, the so-called polite-fomm is introduced
prior to the dictionary form and te wtole verb conjugation system pivots on the
polite-form. This is because the polite-fom is more appropriate when speaking

.apanese in tte various situations wtich foreign learners are likely to encounterل 
Using the dictionary fom in conversation may make you sound impolite, rude or
even offensive. One ot te prposes of many Japanese textbooks for beginners
available today is to provide them with conversational skills. For this reason,
emphasis is placed on the polite-form which is 'safer', at the sacrifice of the
dictionary fom.
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There are two conjugational groups for verbs: RU-verbs and U-verbs. In
addition, there are two verbs that belong to neither group, called irregular verbs.
These verbs are kuru 'to come' and suru 'to do', including compounds of a noun
followed by suru (e.g. denwa 'telephone' + sur 'to do' denwa-suru 'to
telephone', tenisu 'tennis' + suru 'to do' tenisu-suru 'to play tennis'). With this
said, the main task of the learner in categorising verbs is to distinguish between
RU-٧erbs and UJ-verbs. It is possible to predict the affiliation of a verb to a
considerable extent if you follow the following rules:

(1) A verb whose dictionary form ends neither in-iru nor in-eruis a U-verb. It
follows that those ending in -aru, -uru and -oru and those ending in Cu
(where the Cis a consonant other than r are -verbs.

(2) A verb whose dictionary form ends in -eru tends to be an RU-verb.
(3) A verb whose dictionary form ends in -iru tends to be a U-verb.

These rules can be schematised as follows:

Rules distinguishing between RU-verbs and U-verbs

A dictionary form
ends ineru or -iru  [م١ا٠ ابب-/١-/-٠مي ا­

where indicates ب a strong tendency and indicates حت a weak tendency.

For those dictionary forms ending in -iru and -eru, the student should check the
conjugation with an educated native speaker who knows the terms A ؤ)ؤF ت
(g0-dan-doush)) 'U-verb', [ قؤ)ؤع-± (kami-ichidan-doushN) 'RU-verbs ending
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in -iru, and F-6قلائلا (shimo-ichian-doushN) 'RU-verbs ending in -eru.

٤NAASs
1. ±3ر yomu 'to read' -٧erb

2. kiku <ه 'to listen' Uل٧- erb

3. 0١< iku 'to go' -٧erb

4. 'benkyousun 'to stdyر/. ي5 ؤ ج± lregular verb

5. 11< kaku 'to wTite' ٧erbل- 

6. 5 ة suru 'to do' lregular verb

7. 3ر ة miru 'to see' RU-٧erb

8. t75 taben 'to eat' RU-٧erb

9. h5 neru 'to sleep' RU-٧erb

10. ة±& okiru 'to get up' RU-٧erb

11. kuru ة< 'to come' lregular verb

12. ±اL ة± hajimaru 'to begin' -verb

13. 'shoukaisuru 'to introduceؤ ج t1با±15 ا lrregular verb

14. toru ة 'to take' ٧erbلا- 

15. 3055 kau 'to buy' U-٧erb

16. ةلة aru 'to be' U-٧erb

01.17 ة iru 'to be' RU-٧erb

18. 05 noru 'to get on' U-٧erb

19. #95 oriru 'to get ofT RU-٧erb

20. 0D50ةة norikaeru 'to change (trains)' RU-٧erb

21. <فخ kiku 'to ask' verbل- 

22. ±اiي3 hanasu 'to speak' -erb

23. Tة der 'to leave' RU-٧erb

8.24ق5 aا 'to meet' -٧erb

25. -ا-5 ة kopiisuru 'to copy' Iregular

26. 605 tsukau 'to use' U-٧erb

27.#01 ة ireru 'to put in' RU-٧erb
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28. #3< oku 'to put' ٧erbل- 

29. 5،3 erabu 'to choose' U-٧erb

30. #5- osu 'to push' verbل- 

31. T deru ة 'to come out' RU-٧erb

32. 3115 wakaru 'to understand' ٧erbل- 

33. matsu دج 'to wait' U-٧erb

34. ة< tsukuru 'to make' -verb

35. ،لل5 yobu 'to call' -verb

36. لا+5 ة sainsuru 'to sign' lrregular verb

37. t3 dasu 'to mail (letters)' -verb

38. kinyuusuru هLU653 ة 'to fll in' lregular verb

39. iru ا15 'to need' -٧erb

40. b335 wasureru 'to forget' RU-٧erb

41. ةU ة abiru 'to take shower' RU-٧erb

1.42 ةة kaeru 'to change' RU-verb

'renshuusuru 'to practice2.43 اط+-5 و ج Irregular verb

44. #l±zة oboeru 'to memorise' RU-٧erb

45. &±« oyogu 'to swim' -٧erb

46. ةخ dekiru 'to be ready' RU-٧erb

47. تlzi ة yokoninaru 'to lie down' -٧erb

48. 03 nomu 'to drink' verbل- 

49. korobu ت5/5 'to take a fall' -٧erb

50. #35 omou 'to think' -٧erb

51. #3a3%01ةؤ onegaisuru 'to make a request' lrregular verb

52. ة5 suU 'to smoke' U-٧erb

53. 5 K ndousuru تعم5 ةؤ 'to exercise' Irregular verb

54. 43 yasumu'to take a break' U -verbل
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'Memorisationا 

[ do not eat

[ make someone eat

[ be eaten

[ eat

[ eat

[ if eat

[ can eat

[ let's eat

Fi١١ in each ( )with the appropriate hiragana or romai as in the example. With
this done, translate eac form into English.

Ex.
nai-fom t٤ )ه(#٤ ا١

ta(be)nai
causative fom t() t5 ح

ta(be)saseru
passive fom t() 535

ta(be)rareru
masu form t()  ؤخ

ta(be)masu
dictionary fom t(6) 5

ta(be)r
conditional fom t (6) #l3

ta(be)reba
potential fom t(6) 5#5

ta(be)rareru
volitional fomm t(6)  ل5

ta(be)you

2) 'to write'

3(\3' ا)1
ka( ka )nai [

)t5
)seru [

)35
)reru [

1) 'to see'

( ة ا)1
(mi )nai [

nai-fom

 ة±)
)masu [

)\±
)ba [

)5
)ru [

)5
)u [

causative fom ( )\3 حرt ة
( )sasenu [ ka(

passive fom )535 3\(
)rareru )ka ا

masu fom )±3 8\(
)masu ka(

dictionary fom ( )8١ ة)
( )n ka(

conditionلa fom ( )#4 M\(
( )reba ka(

potential fom ( )5#5 3١(
( )rarer ٢ ka(

volitional fom ( )±5 3١(
( )you ka(
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3) 'to hurry' 4) 'to speak'

na٧١٤ أ( )it1 I±1(  ا-#ر1
iso(ga)nai hana ( )nai [

caus. ٥1٤( 36 رt ة -)3iا )tة 
iso( ga )seru ( hana( )seru [

pass. ٧١٤( )5 -)t3 ة ح ±ا(
iso ( )reru[ hana ( sa )reru [

masu ٧1٤(  ت±)5 ±اi( ر3
is0 ( )masu hana ( )masu [

dic. ( ا١٤( -)iiا± )
iso ( hana ر ( ) ٢

cond. ٧١٤(  ±ا) ±اi( ا)
iso ( )ba hana ( )ba [

potent. ) ا1 ٤- )1±) ة)  ة)
iso ( )ru hana ( )ru [

volit. ٥1٤( )5 -)i5( ±ا
iso ( )u 1 hana ( )u [

5) 'to wait' 6) 'to take'

nal ±( )± ا-#)1  ا)1
ma ( )nai ٢ to( )nai

Cals. ( )tة ±( )5
ma ( )seru ٢ to( )seru [

pAss. ±(  ة#) (ل ة#ر
ma ( )reru 1 to( )reru [

masu ( 5  ±ر5 (ل ج)5
ma ( chi )masu [ to( )masu [

dic. ±( ) ( ة (ل
ma ( ٢ ر 1 to( ru )[

cond. ±( )I# 3/( (ل
ma ( )ba to( )ba [

potent. a( 5( (ل ة)
ma ( )ru 1 to( )ru [

volit. 4( 5( (ل ر5
ma ( )u 1 to( )u [
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7) 'to buy' 8) 'to die'

nai 3\(  اt1( (ما ا#ر1
ka( )nai shi ( )nai [

cLs. 3\( )tما ة) )tة 
ka( )seR shi( )seru [

pass. 3٧( )#5 35( (ما
ka ( )ren [ shi ( )reru[

mهu N\(  ة±) (ما ر4ت4
ka ( )masu shi ( )masu [

dic. N(  ر
 ر (ما

ka( shi ر ( )[

cond. 8١( /( ة ±( (ما
ka( e )ba shi ( )ba[

potent. 7'(  (ما4)5 ة)
ka ( )n shi ( ne )ru [

volit. 3١( )5 5( (ما
ka( )u ١ shi( )u [

9) 'to play' 10) 'to read'

nai 8ل٤( )7 ابا  اi1( (لى
aso( )nai [ 1 yo (ma )nai[

.us8لز٤( ب )tلى ة) )tة 
aso( )sen yo( )seru [

pقss. 3ل٤( )#5 35( (لى
aso ( )ren [ yo ( )reru [

masu 8٤( 45( (لى ة±ر
aso ( )masu ٢ ] y٥( )masu [

dic. 8ت٤(  ر (لى ر

aso ( ) y٥ (  ر

cond. 8ز٤(  ±ا) (لى ±ا)
aso ( )ba yo ( )ba [

pouent. ) ٤-ز5  ة) (لى ة)
as0 ( )n yo ( )ru [

volit. 8لز٤( (٤ )5 5( (لى
aso( bo)u yo ر ( )u [
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