Potential
Lesson 7 | e

5@ HEEVULTHES ! Let's conslt a detionary.
R Jisho o hiite miyou!

Underline the words which you don't understand and find their meanings.

hov: ZFWEE URAT $HETRAZE DO<KHET,
everyday by myself

1) hM¥%E VLo, Kaze o hiita.

2) ROHY HDHXT, Netsuga arimasu.

3) <¥FDHh%&E DHf\V), Kusuri o0 nomitai.

There are two types of potential expressions, both of which mean “can”.

1. (dictionary form) +Z & D' T# S korogadekiru
2. The potential form of a verb.

What's the difference between the two, ma‘am?

-

N,

Two differences can be pointed out. First, ~Z & TEFSD is more formal
than the potential form and is used in written language. Second, although the
two forms are interchangeable in many spoken contexts, the potential form
bears the meaning of genuine ‘potential’, whereas ~Z &M T&E D implies
that “"one can do something as a certain external condition allows one to so”.

L
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~l &N TES

FORMATION [ Pictionary form+ = & + 2+ T% % J

| T & is a nominaliser, which transforms the piain form of a verb into a noun,
§ and which is akin to the gerund in English such as “reading” as in “Reading is -
% difficult”. The following ¢ is a particle which marks the subject of a sentence.
1 TE 3 is a verb meaning “possible”. Thus, for example, the sequence &&
L +ZTE+D+TED literally means “Reading is possible”, which in effect |
{ means “some one can read”. T&$ is a RU-verb so its conjugational forms
l are: TEIRXW (plain negative), TZ /- (plain past), TE&EM > (plain i
; past negative), TEXT (polite)) TEFEHA (polite negative), TEXUL

L (polite past) and TE XA TUL T (polite past negative).

Ly o Polite style
RBREFSAEZ. KBACELDIENTEE T, [Naomican read Japanese ]

Naomi san wa nihongo o yomuy koto ga dekimasu.
Plain style

BEHIAE, KBASELIDZENTEDS,
Naomi san wa nihongo 0 yomu koto ga dekiru.

Give the potential form of a verb. With this done, add a topic.

W &€ yomu - KUZENTEXT  [canread]
I can read Japanese
- bR, KEACELLIENTEXT,
Watashi wa nihongo o yomukotoga dekimasu.
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1) H< kaku —
1 can write Japanese.
- blcLi

[can write]

Watashi wa

2) W%<isogu —
I can hurry.
- bl

[can hurry]

Watashi wa

3) X739 hanasu —
Naomi can speak Japanese.
- LBEHIAR

[can speak]

Naomi san wa

4) ¥FDmatsu —
Naomi can wait for a teacher.

- BEHEAR

[can wait]

Naomi san wa

5) £Htoru —
Takeshi can take.
- LA

[can take]

Takeshi san wa

6) ™S kau —
Takeshi can buy a book.
= RkILEAE

[can buy]

Takeshi san wa

7) L& shinu —
I can die.
- DL

[can die]

Watashi wa
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8) HEIiasobu — [can play]

I can play with Naomi.
= Dl

Watashi wa

9) L yomu — [can read]

I can read Japanese.

- bl

Watashi wa

10) fc~X% taberu — [can eat]

I can eat fish.

= blLiF

Watashi wa

11) H#d miru — [can see]

1 can watch television.

- DL

Watashi wa

EXERCISE 2

FORMATION [Weﬁonaryfom e=>  The potextial form

{
RU-verb: Replace the final —ru with —rareru

| Dictionary form Potential form
| ferd trRHnd
taberu taberareru

U-verb:  Replace the final ~u with -eru

Dictionary form Potential form
h< el )

{
kaku kakery
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Every potential form is a RU-verb (of the type ending in —eru). Thus, the potential

“torm of H* < (kaku) ‘to write', for example, has the following forms:

plain form polite-form
affirmative negative affirmative negative
non-past | h1 % MIIEWL N NMIEEA
kakeru kakenai kakemasu kakemasen
[can write] cannot write] [can write] [cannot write]
Past N8 e N DR T MIELEE | DB ERBATLE
kaketa kakenakatta [ kakemashita l kakemasendeshita
[could write] | [could not write] | [could write] | [could not write]

Make the potential form.

N eRB o RSB o eRBIEHNTESD  [caneat]
taberu taberareru taberukotogadekiru

1) H»< kaku - - [can write ]
2) WE< isogu — - [can hurry ]
3) (3%%9 hanasu — - [can speak ]
4) %D matsu - - [can wait |
5) &% toru - — [can take ]
6) HS kau - = [can buy ]
7) %3 asobu — => [can play ]
8) L& shinu - - [can die ]
9) &T yomu - - [can read ]
10) &% miru = d [can see ]
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EXERCISE J

Write sentences that express potentiality.

WV 1 Normal sentence: bl Ui, [KIFAT%E &L, [Iread Japanese.]
Watashi wa nihongo o yomu.

4
Potential sentence: /U Id. ICIFATE KHET ., [l can read Japanese.]
Watashi wa nihongo o yomemasu.

1) bleLiE, KIBAZEIRRZT,
Watashi wa nihongo o hanasu.
$
bzl ( )
Watashi wa ( ) [I can speak Japanese.]

2) bk, i,
Watashi wa sakana o taberu.

4
brzUid ( )
Watashi wa( ) {1 can eat fish.]
3) JZULEAZHD,
Fujisan o miru. *fujisan ‘Mr. Fuji’
l
AUEA%E ( )
Fujisan of ) [Someone can see Mt. Fuji.]

4 DbreLiE, <BXEHS,

Watashi wa kuruma o kau. *kuruma ‘car’
&
br-LiE ( )
Watashi wa ( ) [Icanbuy acar.]
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5)

6)

7

BEIEAIZ. LrLAELES,
Naomi san wa shashin o toru.

i)
BREHAIAIE (
Naomi san wa (

FLEAR. BAEBWEED,

Takeshi san wa sensei 0 matsu.
1

TiFLE A (

Takeshi san wa (

BREHEZAEB. DIZLEDES,

Naomi san wa watashi to asobu.
l

BEAZAIZ (

Naomi san wa (

ERERCISE @

Change each potential sentence into the other type of potential sentence ending
with T &EMNTES.

nuw:

1)

2)

3)

4)

)
) [Naomi can take a picture.]

) [Takeshi can wait for a teacher.]

)

) [Naomi can play with me.]

KIBACZESE DD, > KIBACRLEL I EDTES,

Nihongo o yomeru. Nihongo o yomukoto ga dekiru.
EHEBEENEND, > EHBE ( Jo
Sakana o taberareru. Sakana of ).
Zwhesrsnd, — AWE ( do
Eiga o mirareru. Eiga of ).
W3, - )o
isogeru . ).
CHBEEMIZB. - ( Jo

Kuruma o kaeru. (



5) AWCERBED, - ZWTE ( Vo
Eigo o hanaseru. Eigo of ).
*eigo ‘the English language’

6) HLIHENRD, - ( do
Ashita asoberu. ( ).
*ashita ‘tomorrow’

7) LBEBEREFXTS - LHEBE ( do
Tomodachi o materu. Tomoachi of ).
*tomodachi ‘a friend’

8) &< hohd - K< ( )
Yoku nerareru yoku
*yoku‘well’

9) ELE DHS - @FL%E ( )
Hashi o tsukau Hashi o

10) eDT W3 - veEbT ( )

Hitoride  ikeru Hitoride
1) D&EDBT Hhahd - VeEDT  ( )
Hitoride kaereru Hitoride
=z T —
o \ If you're still reading romayji, master kana 7.
~ | tonight!l This is my last warning. 1
N L
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[Review 7 EH

1. Rewrite ~Z &Y T & %, using the potential form.

nw CRACERELLIENTEDS, — IKBACEED D,

1) ADBELNRBIENTED, > SHBE ( Ve
2) AWDEHRDIENTED, — ZWH%E ( )o
3) WL EMNTES, - ( )o
4) <BEELSTENTES, — <BFE%E ( Jo
*{ %% ‘acar
5 AWCERBIZEHTED, > 2WWTE ( )e
*Z W\ T ‘English’
6) BLI. BEZRIENTEDS, » HLE ( Je
*%»H L= ‘tomorrow’
7) EBEBEFOIENTES —» HEBEE ( Jo

*rH1ZE ‘friend’

2. Answer the questions as in the example.

nu
BEH FULEAIR. BLE I—=Fas—~ WIHETH,
Btz 1 3w, _Wird & BHBWET,

1) BEH . IIFLEAR, ST E OHETH,
Bt JFu, E BHBVWET,
(AYAY- 3 & BHLWET,
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2) BEH: IFLEAR ZWTE RBEBEERTH.

Bl BN & BHLET,

WWZ, & BBHBWLWET,

3) BRI LBLEARB., I5RAD HE. WolLkik VDBZIRAZ

TERENFTH. *DSADEH & ‘after the class’
YA AN - { AN & BOHOBWET,
ARV E BHBWET,

4) BEH: BFLIAR. Wolxic ZWHE HShETH.

Y49 ol = AN & BHWET,

(ATAY 2% & BHWET,

3. Underline the ta-form of verbs. With this done, give their dictionary forms and
meanings.

an‘:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
: )

8)

EDD INEE [Nfoo = fcNB eat  *EDD ‘yesterday’
EDDS THHBEMNV,. —

*THH ‘letter’
BEHIAR. ZEDS (BFE hofktE HHS. —
brLig. 205 KkiLEAZ Fofk. —
blUlE. BAL®S ULP»ULA%Z &ofe —

*BALYDS ‘last week’
b, BATOREHAZAEHDEAIE, —

*=FATD ‘last month’
Tl LE AR, FALRSIBAELAL, —
BEAHAIAE. ZOSIKEARLBLEEED S, —

HAEWE, ZDSE-ILEZDALERE S, »
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9) BLIAR. BSHAERES, —
*H S‘already’ *H X2 ‘to go home’ (U-verb)
10) TOXWHR. B5HEHEHD, —

You still cannot read kana? You
cannot keep up with the class
any more, I warned you.
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