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THE METHODOLOGY OF
THE PSYCHO-ANALYTICAL LAW OF MISTAKES.

J.0. Wisdom, Ph. D. :
Farouk I University, Alexandria.

§ 1. Scope of slips, including memory. § 2. Previous views inadequate.
§ 3. Some slips have a meaning admitted by their perpetrators ; the meaning is
a causal factor, § 4. Some slips have no circumstantial evidence of meaning.
§ 5. The rest have no direct evidence. Analogy not an adequate justification,
§ 6. Meaning sometimes found by investigation of associated ideas by auto-
analysis. Errors are compromises. § 7. Can different forms of slip be treated
together ? § 8. Remarks on the previous view. § 9. Ilave 4/ slips a meaning-
cause ? Analogy permissible. Resemblance to physical law. § 10. Meaning not
proved a sufficient condition, but necessary. Sufficient when the slip occurs ?
Not sufficient to distinguish slips from other behaviour. § 11, Schema for
plurality of effects. § r2. Three ways of establishing this relation: prediction,
tracing mechanism, and extension to a new field. § r3. First way of verifying
it for slips. § 14, Second way. § 15. Third way. § r6. How is the painful
recalled » § 17. The unconscious is active. § 18. Determinism and other pre-
suppositions. § 19. Methodological status of the law. § 20 Summary.

However much opinions may differ about the general theory
of psycho-analysis, the psycho-analyrical view of the mistakes
of everyday life is almost universally accepted even by non-
analytic psycho-therapists. It should therefore be possible to
formulate the view as a law aud to discuss the methodological
details of its formarion and status with some degree of
precision. §§ 1-15 deal with the methodology of mistakes in
themselves; §§ 16-18 deal with the presuppositions of this;
and § 19 states the resulting position.

§ 1. In any enquiry it is first necessary to assemble the
facts to be investigated. Here they are slips of the tongue, of
the pen, of reading, of seeing, of hearing, of faulty action. and
of remembering (including mislaying). The general question
to be askea to nature is: what factors cause these ercors and
what is the mechanism involved ?

§ 2. Before Freud, the general answer was that the factors
were (i) feeling tired or unwell, (ii) feeling excited, or (iii)
having one’s attention focussed elsewhere than on the matter
involved in- the error.t

() Sigmund Freud, J/mtroduciory Lectures on  Psycho-Analysis, London,
1929, p. 2I.
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